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ABSTRACT
C o n tra ry  t o  p o p u la r  b e l i e f ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n ion  
movement i n  L o u is ia n a  d u r in g  t h e  195 0Ts was n o t  an u n p re c e ­
den ted  phenomenon. I t  i s  r e m in is c e n t  o f  s i m i l a r  u n io n  a c t i v i t y  
in  th e  1 8 8 0 's  and compares t o  p r e s e n t - d a y  a t t e m p ts  t o  s e c u re  
f o r  farm  l a b o r e r s  h ig h e r  wages and b e t t e r  w ork ing  and l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s .
P r im a r i ly  b ecause  o f  t h e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  C a th o l ic  
Church, H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  c o - fo u n d e r  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  T enant 
Farm ers Union, b ro u g h t  h i s  N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers 
Union (an ou tg row th  oF th e  STFU o f  th e  1 9 3 0 's )  t o  L o u is ia n a  
around 1950 t o  o rg a n iz e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  and sm a l l  
f a rm e rs .  The u n io n ,  which had tu rn e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
m ig ra n t  w orkers  when t e n a n t  fa rm in g  d im in ish e d  d u r in g  World 
War I I ,  began i n  1948 t o  c o n c e n t r a te  on o r g a n iz in g  farm  l a b o r e r s  
engaged i n  a g r i b u s in e s s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  i n  C a l i ­
f o r n i a .  The NAWU soon reach ed  a s t a le m a te  i n  i t s  West C oast 
s t r i k e / a g a i n s t  the., g i g a n t i c  D iG iorg io  F r u i t  C o rp o ra t io n .  A t 
ab o u t  t h e  same t im e  C a th o l ic  Church l e a d e r s  in  L o u is ia n a  were 
e x p re s s in g  co n ce rn  o v e r  c o n d i t io n s  in  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  whose 
w o rk e r s ,  one p r i e s t  s a i d ,  were i s o l a t e d  b e h in d  a Cane C u r ta in .
In  1952 A rchb ishop  Josep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel and h i s  p r o - l a b o r
p r i e s t s  o f f e r e d  M i t c h e l l ’s  un ion  more a s s i s t a n c e  th a n  i t  had 
e v e r  r e c e iv e d  from any o t h e r  ch u rch  g ro u p . The NAWU, which 
had c o n s id e re d  coming t o  L o u is ia n a  t o  o r g a n iz e  cane f i e l d  
w orkers  in  t h e  193 0 ’s ,  th e n  made L o u is ia n a  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  i t s  
o p e r a t io n s  u n t i l  th e  u n io n  faded  i n t o  o b l iv io n  in  1958.
The volum inous STFU p a p e rs  and t h e  e x te n s iv e  a r c h iv e s  
o f  th e  A rc h d io c ese  o f  New O rlea n s  p r o v id e ,  a lo n g  w ith  i n f o r ­
m ation  from clergym en who a d v ise d  A rchb ishop  Rummel, t h e  b a s i c  
so u rc e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  e x te n t  and s i g n i ­
f i c a n c e  o f  th e  NAWU’s L o u is ia n a  movement. Because t h e  most 
i n t im a te  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  Farm Bureau and th e  American 
Sugar Cane League a r e  n o t  open t o  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  th e  s t r a t e g y  
and t a c t i c s  o f  th e  two m ajo r  s u g a r  in d u s t r y  g roups canno t be 
a s c e r t a i n e d  f u l l y .  However, s o u rc e s  such  as  t h e  m in u tes  o f  
e x e c u t iv e  com m ittee  m ee tin g s  o f  t h e  Cane League, l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
NAWU and to  c le rgym en , i n te r v ie w s  w i th  i n d u s t r y  spokesm en, and 
fragm en ts  o f  in fo rm a t io n  d is s e m in a te d  by th e  lobby  g roups shed 
c o n s id e r a b le  l i g h t  on management’s view o f  th e  c h u rc h -u n io n  
movement.
The e v id e n ce  i n d i c a t e s  c o n c lu s iv e ly  t h a t  c o n t i n u i t y  
r a t h e r  th an  change c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  L o u is ia n a  su g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  
which m a in ta in s  some p r e - C i v i l  War f e a t u r e s  even to d a y .  D e sp i te  
C a th o l ic  Church s u p p o r t ,  s u g a r  s t r i k e s  in  th e  1950’s ,  l i k e  th o se
v
in  th e  1880’s ,  ended in  f a i l u r e .  In  th e  two decades  s in c e  th e  
e a r l y  f i f t i e s ,  chu rch  and l a b o r  l e a d e r s  have been u n ab le  t o  
b r in g  w orke rs  un der N a t io n a l  Labor R e la t io n s  Board c o v e ra g e ,  o r  
p ro v id e  them w i th  minimum wage p r o t e c t i o n ,  unemployment compen­
s a t i o n ,  o r  r e l i e f  from a L o u is ia n a  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law t h a t  a p p l i e s  
s o l e l y  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  Even i f  r e c e n t  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  
t h e  s u g a r  cane i n d u s t r y  a r e  o n ly  p a r t l y  a c c u r a t e ,  th e y  r e v e a l  
t h a t  much rem ains  t o  be done about h o u s in g ,  e d u c a t io n ,  and 
h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  p re d o m in a n t ly  b la c k  l a b o r  f o r c e  
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PROLOGUE: AGRICULTURAL LABOR IN LOUISIANA
FROM RECONSTRUCTION TO 1938
When th e  1953 L o u is ia n a  su g a r  cane f i e l d  w o r k e r s T s t r i k e  
s t a r t e d  i n  O c to b e r ,  many p e o p le  in  t h e  cane c o u n try  f e l t  t h a t  
th e  r a s h  o f  p o s t-W o rld  War I I  s t r i k e  a c t i v i t y  was r e a c h in g  o u t  
t o  a f f e c t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t io n s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .  Both 
o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  and management a l i k e  c a l l e d  th e  s t r i k e  an 
u n p re c e d e n te d  a c t  t h a t  each  s i d e  viewed in  a d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  
Sugar g row ers th o u g h t  th e  s t r i k e  an ominous i n d i c a t i o n  o f  more 
complex farm  p ro b le m s . A g r i c u l t u r a l  un ion  l e a d e r s  p r e d i c t e d  
t h a t  th e  t r a d e  u n io n  t a c t i c  would b r i n g  r e a l  change in  w orking  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .
A c tu a l ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s  had been q u i t e  common i n
/
most o f  th e  farm s t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  s i n c e  th e  Recon­
s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d .  A lthough  w o rkers  s t r u c k  hundreds  o f  t im e s  in  
i s o l a t e d  r u r a l  a r e a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 9 3 0 Ts ,  one e x p e r t  on th e  
s u b j e c t  d o u b ts  t h a t  t h e s e  d is c o n n e c te d  e f f o r t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 
l a b o r  movement a s  such.'*" Not u n t i l  th e  1 930 Ts when New Deal 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c i e s  l e d  lan d  owners t o  e v i c t  t e n a n t  fa rm e rs
r a t h e r  th an  s h a r e  b e n e f i t  payments w i th  them d id  a g r i c u l t u r a l
2
u n io n s  and s t r i k e s  become w id e sp re a d .
^ S t u a r t  J a m ie so n , Labor Unions i n  American A g r i c u l ­
t u r e . U. S . D epartm ent o f  L abor, Bureau o f  Labor S t a t i s t i c s  
B u l l e t i n  No. 836 (W ashington: Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 4 5 ) ,  
1 .
2 I b i d . . 8 .
D e sp i te  i t s  lo n g  h i s t o r y ,  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  move­
ment in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been se e n  a s  c o n t r a r y
t o  th e  p o p u la r  view o f  th e  i d y l l i c  sm a l l  fa rm s te a d  and th e
a
J e f f e r s o n i a n  symbol o f  independence  and p r o s p e r i t y .  But t h e  move­
m e n t ^  unorthodoxy  i s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  compared t o  t h e  l i s t  one 
h i s t o r i a n  com piled  o f  o b s t a c l e s  fa c e d  by a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n s :  
t h e  tem po rary  n a tu r e  o f  farm  employment, t h e  a n t i - u n i o n  s e n t im e n t  
o f  f a rm e rs ,  t h e  e ase  o f  r e p l a c in g  u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs ,  t h e  sm a ll  
s i z e  o f  many farm o p e r a t i o n s ,  th e  h e te r o g e n e i t y  o f  farm  l a b o r ,
t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  farm employment, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o l l e c t i n g
n
d u e s ,  and t h e  s e a s o n a l  l a c k  o f  demand f o r  farm  l a b o r .
Even as  th e  C i v i l  War raged  in  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y ,  p l a n t e r s  i n  t h e  su g a r  cane -g row ing  a r e a s  o f  L o u is ia n a  
t r i e d  t o  cope w i th  th e  problem  o f  p l a n t a t i o n  l a b o r  in  f e d e r a l l y  
o c cu p ied  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e .  A d e le g a t io n  o f  p l a n t e r s  from 
T errebonne  P a r i s h  v i s i t e d  G enera l N a th a n ie l  Banks i n  New O rleans  
i n  J a n u a ry ,  1863, hop ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  w orking  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  
b la c k s  who, a c c o rd in g  to  grower c o m p la in ts ,  came and went a s  th ey  
p le a s e d  and worked o n ly  s p o r a d i c a l l y .  The p l a n t e r s  c o n s id e re d  
t h e  m ee tin g  a f a i l u r e  s i n c e  Banks d id  n o t  a g re e  t o  t h e i r
3 I b i d . . 1 ,  3 -4 .
^ W alte r  G a lenson , The CIO C ha llenge  t o  t h e  AFL: A
H is to r y  o f  t h e  American Labor Movement . 1935-1941 (Cam bridge: 
H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  634.
dem ands.^  L a te r  th e y  r e c e iv e d  n e a r ly  e v e r y th in g  th e y  had 
r e q u e s te d  when Banks, on F eb ruary  3 , 1864 , i s s u e d  G enera l  O rder 
No. 23 t h a t  s e t  th e  m onthly r a t e  o f  pay f o r  b la c k s  ($3.00 - 
$ 8 .0 0 ) ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  t e n - h o u r  work d ay , p r o h i b i t e d  s e p a r a t i n g  
f a m i l i e s  o r  i n f l i c t i n g  f l o g g in g s ,  and s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  each  w orker 
had t o  s ig n  a o n e -y e a r  work c o n t r a c t  t h a t  w i th h e ld  o n e - h a l f  o f  
h i s  pay u n t i l  t h e  end o f  th e  y e a r  and a llow ed  t h e  p ro v o s t  m arsh a l  
o f  t h e  p a r i s h  t o  a s s ig n  t o  p u b l i c  works p r o j e c t s  w i th o u t  compen­
s a t i o n  a l l  b la c k s  who r e f u s e d  employment.® These p r o v i s i o n s ,  
which p re v e n te d  w orkers  from j o i n i n g  u n io n s  and from moving ab o u t 
f r e e l y ,  den ied  freedom t o  th e  b la c k  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r  who 
f o r f e i t e d  h i s  wages i f  he  reneged  on h i s  c o n t r a c t . ^  In  1865 t h e  
L o u is ia n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  an e x t r a  s e s s io n  added s t i p u l a t i o n s  
des ig n ed  t o  p r e v e n t  p l a n t e r s  from e n t i c i n g  away w orkers  a l r e a d y  
u n der  c o n t r a c t  o r  from h a r b o r in g  f u g i t i v e s  and c o n t r a c t - j u m p e r s . ® 
Roger Shugg, i n  h i s  s tu d y  o f  c l a s s  f a c t io n a l i s m  in  
L o u is ia n a ,  c a l l s  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  p e r io d  a ’’seed tim e  o f  t h e  
l a b o r  movement." At t h a t  t im e  t r a d e  u n io n s  in  New O rlea n s
® J .  C a r ly le  S i t t e r s o n ,  Sugar C o u n try : The Cane Sugar
I n d u s t r y  in  t h e  S o u th , 1753-1950 (L ex in g to n :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
Kentucky P r e s s ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  220.
6 I b i d . ,  222.
^ Roger Shugg, O r ig in s  o f  th e  C la s s  S t ru g g le  in  
L o u is ia n a  (Baton Rouge: L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  
213.
® S i t t e r s o n ,  Sugar C o u n try . 233.
m om entarily  overcame th e  a n te -b e l lu m  prob lem s o f  i s o l a t i o n  from 
t h e  n o r th e r n  un io n  movement, r a c i a l  f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  p e t t y  j e a lo u s y ,  
c o m p e t i t io n  between n a t i v e  and f o r e i g n  e le m e n ts ,  and a g e n e r a l  
l a c k  o f  indu s try®  and p u l le d  t o g e t h e r  a b i r a c i a l  movement t h a t  
en joyed  l i m i t e d  su c c e s s  u n t i l  t h e  New O rlea n s  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  o f  
1892. But th e  l a r g e l y  u rban  movement had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on r u r a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ,  f o r  whom c o n d i t io n s  rem ained l i t t l e  changed 
from th o s e  o f  th e  a n te -b e l lu m  s l a v e  system.'*'®
D e sp i te  th e  codes and c o n t r a c t s ,  a l a b o r  s h o r t a g e  caused  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  wages t o  r i s e  s h a r p ly  in  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 Ts .  In  1869 
f i r s t - c l a s s  f i e l d  hands ea rn ed  from $15.00  t o  $20.00  a  m onth, 
and in  1871 f e a r  o f  f u r t h e r  s h o r t a g e  caused  some grow ers t o  
o f f e r  a s  much a s  $1.25 p e r  day w i th o u t  r a t i o n s .  The upward 
wage s p i r a l  ended a f t e r  t h e  P an ic  o f  1873 d r a s t i c a l l y  low ered  
s u g a r  p r i c e s ,  and t h e  movement o f  b la c k s  i n t o  th e  a r e a  p roduced  
a l a b o r  s u r p l u s .  Growers ag reed  t o  f i x  wages a t  $14.00 t o  $15.00 
a month s t a r t i n g  in  J a n u a ry ,  1 8 7 4 . ^  Because grow ers in  
T errebonne  P a r i s h  p roposed  i n s t e a d  a maximum m onthly  r a t e  o f  
$ 1 3 .0 0 , b la c k  w orkers  who p lan n ed  t o  form a u n io n  and r e n t  l a n d s  
o f  t h e i r  own c a l l e d  a s t r i k e .  P l a n t e r s ,  who r e f u s e d  t o  re c o g n iz e  
th e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  freedmen t o  s t r i k e ,  c a l l e d  o u t  a s h e r i f f Ts
9 Shugg, O r ig in s  o f  C la s s  S t r u g g l e , 116-17 .
10 I b i d . . 300-301.
■*•■*• S i t t e r s o n ,  Sugar C o u n try , 244-45 .
p o ss e  t o  p u t  down th e  T errebonne  " r i o t "  o f  1874. A gang o f  
two hundred  b la c k s  who had g a th e re d  in  Houma d isband ed  p e a c e ­
f u l l y  when a sk ed  t o  do s o ;  o t h e r  Negroes who had s e iz e d  th e
la n d  o f  a p l a n t e r  a f t e r  he f a i l e d  t o  pay h i s  employees a l s o
12f a i l e d  t o  a c h ie v e  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e .
P l a n t e r  s t r a t e g y  s e s s io n s  f o r  d e a l in g  w i th  l a b o r  u n r e s t  
l e d  t o  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  perm anent grow er o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  In  1871 
s u g a r  cane fa rm e rs  h e lp e d  t o  found t h e  L o u is ia n a  Im m igra tion  
and Homestead Company t o  encou rag e  w orkers  t o  s e t t l e  in  th e  
s u g a r  c o u n t r y .13 Donelson C a f fe ry ,  S r . ,  o f  S t .  Mary P a r i s h  
formed an o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  1877 to  end th e  c u t t h r o a t  c o m p e ti t io n  
f o r  l a b o r .  F o l lo w in g  th e  le a d  o f  C a f f e r y ,  Duncan Kenner e s t a ­
b l i s h e d  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Sugar P l a n t e r s T A s s o c ia t io n  t h a t  same 
1^y e a r .
Though t h e  phenomenon known a s  "Kansas F ev e r"  d id  n o t  
a f f e c t  t h e  s u g a r  a re a  a s  much a s  t h e  c o t to n -g ro w in g  re g io n  o f  
n o r th  L o u i s i a n a ,1^ s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  d id  n o t  welcome th e  n o t io n  o f  
b la c k s  l e a v in g  en masse to  hom estead in  K ansas. T. T. A l l a i n ,  
o f  I b e r v i l l e  P a r i s h ,  a b la c k  e l e c t e d  t o  th e  L o u is ia n a  L e g is ­
l a t u r e ,  s a i d  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  exodus: " . . .  I  have u r g e n t ly
12 Shugg, O r ig in s  o f  C la s s  S t r u g g l e , 252, 24-6.
S i t t e r s o n ,  S ugar C o u n try , 239.
1^  W illiam  Ivy  H a i r ,  Bourbonism and A g ra r ia n  P r o t e s t : 
L o u is ia n a  P o l i t i c s , 1877-1900 (Baton Rouge: L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  55-56 .
15 I b i d . ,  87 -88 .
i n v i t e d  p eo p le  who a r e  l e a v in g  N orth  L o u is ia n a  t o  come to  ou r
su g a r  r e g io n ,  where th e y  w i l l  o b ta in  e x c e l l e n t  w ages, / a n d /
16good o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n . ” When b la c k  s e t t l e r s  
e x p e r ie n c e d  h a rd  t im e s  in  Kansas in  1879, L o u is ia n a  p l a n t e r s ,  
e a g e r  t o  r e g a in  t h e i r  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  p a id  p a ssa g e  f o r  t h e i r  
r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  L o u is ia n a . ^
During t h e  1 8 8 0 ’s th e  K n igh ts  o f  Labor came t o  L o u is ­
ia n a  de te rm in ed  t o  o rg a n iz e  a l l  w orkers  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s k i l l ,
c o l o r ,  o r  s e x .  The un ion  prom ised  su g a r  w orkers  h ig h e r  wages
18p a id  in  l e g a l  t e n d e r  i n s t e a d  o f  s c r i p t .  S in ce  1885 many
Negroes had f lo c k e d  to  th e  K n ig h ts  t h a t  d id  more t o  combat
r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  among workingmen th a n  any o f  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s
19o r  i t s  s u c c e s s o r ,  t h e  American F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor. The
K nig h ts  s u c c e s s f u l l y  o rg a n iz e d  many b la c k  and w h i te  su g a r
20p l a n t a t i o n  w orkers i n t o  l a b o r  u n io n s . But t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  
l a r g e  numbers o f  Cajuns and o th e r  po o r  w h i te s  in  th e  s u g a r
16 Morgan P e o p le s ,  "Kansas F ever in  N orth  L o u i s i a n a , "  
L o u is ia n a  H i s t o r y . XI (S p r in g ,  1970 ) ,  131.
17 I b i d . .  135.
1 8 H a i r ,  Bourbonism . 176; F. Ray M a r s h a l l ,  Labor in  
t h e  South  (Cambridge: H arvard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  21-22 .
19 S t e r l i n g  Spero and Abram H a r r i s ,  The B lack  W orker: 
The Negro and th e  Labor Movement (New Y ork: Antheneum, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  
43, 45.
on
H a i r ,  Bourbonism . 171-72 .
c o u n t r y ,  a l l  p o t e n t i a l  s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s  d u r in g  th e  c a n e -g r in d in g
s e a s o n ,  weakened th e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  p re d o m in a n t ly  b la c k  u n io n s .
R ich a rd  G o o seberry , a b la c k  l e a d e r  from S t .  C h a rle s
P a r i s h ,  le d  h i s  fo l lo w e r s  in  a s t r i k e  in  March o f  1880 because
p l a n t e r s  r e f u s e d  th e  b l a c k s ’ demands f o r  a pay i n c r e a s e  from
22$.75 to  one d o l l a r  p e r  day. The s t r i k e r s ’ s lo g a n  was " D o l la r  
23o r  F i g h t . "  Judge James D’A u g u s tin  charged  them w i th  t r e s ­
p a s s i n g ,  i n c i t i n g  work s to p p a g e ,  and i n t i m i d a t i n g  th o s e  who 
r e fu s e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  movement. A f t e r  t h e  m i l i t i a  a p p e a re d ,  he 
had t h e  l e a d e r s  a r r e s t e d ;  th e n  he se n te n c e d  them t o  j a i l  t e rm s .  
Workers in  S t .  John th e  B a p t i s t  P a r i s h  s t r u c k  l a t e r  in  March 
a t  t h e  tim e  fo rm er P r e s id e n t  U. S. G ran t v i s i t e d  New O r le a n s .  
C a rry in g  bann ers  p ro c la im in g  "A D o l la r  A Day o r  Kansas" and
e x p e c t in g  s u p p o r t  from t h e  fo rm er P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  s t r i k e r s
put
d i s p e r s e d  when Governor L ou is  W il tz  s e n t  i n  th e  m i l i t i a .
Negro S t a t e  S e n a to r  H en ri  Demas su b m it te d  in  b e h a l f  o f  th e  
j a i l e d  s t r i k e r s  a p e t i t i o n  t o  Governor W iltz  a d m i t t in g  t r e s ­
p a s s in g  on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  in  o r d e r  t o  o rg a n iz e  w orke rs  and 
s e e k in g  a r e m is s io n  o f  t h e i r  s e n t e n c e s .  W il tz  g ra n te d  clemency
Shugg, O r ig in s  o f  C la s s  S t r u g g l e , 264-65 .
^  H a i r ,  Bourbonism , 172-73 .
^  S i t t e r s o n ,  Sugar C o u n try , 248-49.
^  H a i r ,  Bourbonism . 172-73 .
^  " L o u i s i a n a ,"  The American C y c lo p a e d ia . 1880, 482.
O th e r  s t r i k e s  o f  t h e  b r u s h f i r e  v a r i e t y  o c c u r r e d  in  A p r i l  o f  
1880 in  A s c e n s io n ,  S t .  Jam es, S t .  B e rn a rd ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  and 
Plaquem ine p a r i s h e s .  A u t h o r i t i e s  p u t  t h e s e  down w i th o u t  th e  
u s u a l  m i l i t i a  c a l l  o u t  by summarily a r r e s t i n g  and j a i l i n g  th e  
l e a d e r s  . 2 ^
In  1887 Governor Samuel McEnery f e l t  t h a t  l a b o r  in  
L o u is ia n a  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  o rg a n iz e d  t o  w a r r a n t  a c a l l  t o
27fa rm e rs  and p l a n t e r s  t o  form t h e  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c ie ty .
T hat same y e a r  D i s t r i c t  Assembly 194- o f  t h e  K n igh ts  o f  L abo r ,
r e sp o n d in g  t o  a wage r e d u c t io n  t o  s i x t y - f i v e  c e n t s  a day
fo l lo w in g  t h e  p o o r  s u g a r  c rop  in  1886, r e q u e s te d  t a l k s  w i th
t h e  L o u is ia n a  Sugar P la n te r s *  A s s o c ia t io n .  Because members
o f  Assembly 194 re c e iv e d  no r e p ly  from t h e  p l a n t e r s ,  th e
K n ig h ts  a d d re s s e d  a c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  on O c to b er  24 , 1887, t o  g row ers
in  I b e r i a ,  L a fo u rc h e ,  S t .  M a r t in ,  S t .  Mary, and T erreb onn e
p a r i s h e s ,  r e q u e s t i n g  b i-w e e k ly  payment o f  wages o f  $1 .25  p e r  day
w i th o u t  r a t i o n s  o r  one d o l l a r  p e r  day w i th  r a t i o n s .  The u n ion *s
6 ,000  to  10 ,000  members went on s t r i k e  when grow ers  r e f u s e d  
28t h e s e  te rm s .
Though p l a n t e r s  c la im ed  t h e  m arke t  p r i c e  o f  su g a r  
p re c lu d e d  g iv in g  any wage i n c r e a s e s  and l a b e l e d  t h e  s t r i k e r s  
Communists, u n ion  l e a d e r s  J .  R. H. F o o te ,  D. M onnier, and P. 0.
28 H a i r ,  Bourbonism . 175.
27 I b i d . . 164. 28 I b i d . , 177-78 .
Rousseau o f  Thibodaux , a fo rm er p l a n t e r ,  and Henry Cox and 
h i s  b r o t h e r  G eorge, b l a c k  l e a d e r s  from t h e  same a r e a ,  and Jim 
Brown, Negro s t r i k e  l e a d e r  in  T e r re b o n n e ,  h e ld  f a s t .  F e a r in g  
t r o u b l e  when th e y  e v i c t e d  s t r i k e r s  from t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  
g ro w ers ,  th ro u g h  th e  Sugar P l a n t e r s 1 A s s o c ia t io n ,  asked  Governor 
McEnery f o r  m i l i t i a .  Armed w i th  a t  l e a s t  one g a t l i n g  gun , th e  
two b a t t e r i e s  and t e n  companies he s e n t  l e f t  fo l lo w in g  th e  
e v i c t i o n s .  A group o f  " o rg a n iz e d  c i t i z e n s , "  r e in f o r c e d  by 
" S h re v e p o r t  g u e r r i l l a s , ” k e p t  w atch  i n  T hibodaux , which soon 
resem bled  a r e fu g e e  c e n t e r ,  a s  many e v i c t e d  b la c k s  t ru d g e d  i n t o  
town. They o ccu p ied  v a c a n t  ho u ses  in  town r e n te d  f o r  them by 
t h e  K n igh ts  o f  L abor. On November 21 , t h e  f i r s t  f r e e z e  o f  t h e  
y e a r  damaged t h e  u n c u t  c a n e ,  and Judge T a y lo r  B e a t t i e  d e c la r e d  
m a r t i a l  law . S h o o tin g  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  a t  l e a s t  
t h i r t y  b la c k s  and two w h i te s  s t a r t e d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  n i g h t .  The 
Cox b r o t h e r s ,  who had been j a i l e d ,  d i s a p p e a re d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ­
ward w i th o u t  a t r a c e .  P e rh ap s  th e y  were among t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
dead l a t e r  found in  rem ote  swamps. The Thibodaux m assac re  o f  
1887 b rok e  t h e  f i e l d  w o r k e r s '  s t r i k e . 29
The K n igh ts  o f  Labor conducted  s t r i k e s  in  A sce n s io n ,
on
L a fo u rc h e ,  and T errebonne  i n  1888 , b u t  s u f f e r e d  from th e
29 R ich a rd  H o f s ta d t e r  and M ichae l W allace , American 
V io le n c e : A Documentary H is to r y  (New Y ork: V in tag e  Books,
1 9 7 1 ) ,  140; I b i d . ,  179 -84 .
S i t t e r s o n ,  Sugar C o u n try , 320-21.
m assacre  o f  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r ,  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  from p l a n t a t i o n s ,  
and th e  b l a c k l i s t i n g  o f  un ion  a c t i v i s t s .  By 1891 th ey  were 
i n f l u e n t i a l  o n ly  i n  th e  C ity  o f  New O r le a n s .  Though i t  was 
s t r o n g  in  some a r e a s  o f  t h e  West and S o u th ,  The C olored  F a rm e rs1 
A l l i a n c e ,  l i k e  t h e  G range, was n e v e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  th e  s u g a r -
Q  1
p ro d u c in g  a r e a s  o f  L o u is ia n a .  F o llo w in g  t h e  1887 s e tb a c k ,  no
u n io n s  o p e ra te d  in  su g a r  cane f i e l d s  f o r  o v e r  s i x t y - f i v e  
32y e a r s .
From th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry  t o  th e  1930fs ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
u n io n s  d id  n o t  a c h ie v e  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  o f  th e  l a r g e l y  
u n s u c c e s s f u l  campaigns waged in  t h e  1 8 7 0 's  and 1 8 8 0 's .  I n c r e a s ­
i n g l y ,  t e n a n t  farm ing  and s h a re c ro p p in g  became f o r  many r u r a l  
b la c k s  and w h i te s  th e  modus o p e ra n d i  f o r  s o u th e rn  a g r i c u l t u r e  
a t  t h e  same t im e  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  was becoming 
i n d u s t r i a l .33 In  L o u is ia n a  th e  P o p u l i s t s  posed a r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  
t h r e a t  t o  th e  bourbon D em ocrats , many o f  whom were c o t to n  o r
H a i r ,  Bourbonism , 189-85 , 195, 67; Theodore S a lo u to s ,  
Farm er Movements in  th e  S o u th , 1865-1933 (L in c o ln :  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  Nebraska P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  33.
^  M a r s h a l l ,  Labor in  th e  S o u th , 287.
33 The Yearbook o f  A g r i c u l t u r e , 1990 : Farm ers in  a_
Changing World (W ashington: U. S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  
1 9 9 9 ) ,  888 -93 , c i t e s  lan d  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  m e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  c r e d i t ,  
th e  p l a n t a t i o n  p a t t e r n ,  and s h o r ta g e  o f  good lan d  as  f a c t o r s  
in  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  farm  te n a n c y  from 25% o f  t h e  t o t a l  farm s in  
1880 t o  92% in  1935. See George B. T i n d a l l ,  The Emergence o f  
t h e  New S o u th . 1913-1995 (Baton Rouge: L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  756, f o r  an e x te n s iv e  l i s t  o f  s t u d i e s  on 
sha r e c r o p p in g .
s u g a r  p l a n t e r s .  When t h e  P o p u l i s t s  u n i f i e d  a b i r a c i a l  a g r a r i a n  
p r o l e t a r i a t ,  p l a n t e r s  accused  them o f  i n c i t i n g  l a b o r  a g a i n s t  
c a p i t a l  and to o k  s t e p s  t h a t  d i s f r a n c h i s e d  th e  b la c k  man i n  th e
34South  by th e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu r y .
In  1907 and 1908 su g a r  p l a n t e r s  in  L o u is ia n a  com plained t h a t  
r a i l r o a d s  h i r e d  o f f  " u n f a i r l y ” t h e i r  n a t u r a l  l a b o r  su p p ly .  The 
p l a n t e r s  a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  s t r i n g e n t  en fo rcem en t o f  New O rlean s  
vagrancy  la w s ,  ho p ing  t h a t  such  a c t i o n  would remove i d l e  men 
from th e  b a r s  and s t r e e t s  and make them a v a i l a b l e  f o r  farm  
l a b o r . ^
Some farm  movements o r i g i n a t e d  d u r in g  th e  r e l a t i v e l y
t r a n q u i l  p e r io d  from t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n tu ry  t o  th e  1930Ts .
The Farmers* E d u ca tio n  and C o o p e ra t iv e  Union o f  America ( th e
Farmers* U n io n ) ,  formed in  R ain  County, Texas in  1902, by 1908
b o a s te d  a membership o f  1 .2  m i l l i o n  in  n in e  so u th e rn  s t a t e s  from
N o rth  C a ro l in a  t o  Oklahoma. The group a d m i t te d  w h i te  members
o n ly  and worked c lo s e l y  w i th  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  by o b s e rv in g  un ion
36b o y c o t t s  and s e t t i n g  up c o o p e r a t iv e  w areh o u ses .  The I n d u s t r i a l  
Workers o f  th e  W orld, founded in  1905 by P r o g r e s s iv e s  and 
S o c i a l i s t s ,  b e l i e v e d  in  o r g a n iz in g  t h e  e n t i r e  w ork ing  c l a s s ,
C. Vann Woodward, O r ig in s  o f  t h e  New S o u th , 1877- 
1913 (Baton Rouge: L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  
p a s s im . ; H a i r ,  Bourbonism . p a s s im .
^  S i t t e r s o n ,  Sugar C o u n try . 316-17 .
M a r s h a l l ,  L abor i n  t h e  S o u th . 90-91 .
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s k i l l ,  c o l o r ,  s e x ,  o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  and was th e
on ly  n a t i o n a l  l a b o r  group t h a t  n e v e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s i n g l e
37s e g re g a te d  l o c a l .  Though n o t  farm w orkers  a s  su c h ,  th e
W obblies had s t r e n g t h  among a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  where farm
l a b o r  c o n f l i c t s  were common s in c e  IWW members o f t e n  became
c a s u a l  o r  m ig ra to ry  w orke rs  and g a th e re d  in  fa rm ing  c e n t e r s
38d u r in g  h a r v e s t  t im e .  C rea ted  by IWW in  1915, t h e  A g r ic u l ­
t u r a l  Workers O rg a n iz a t io n  MOO, by th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  had 
become a p o w e rfu l  and dynamic f o r c e  in  t h e  r a d i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
The IWW d e c l in e d  a f t e r  1918 because  o f  p r e s s u r e s  g e n e ra te d
oq
a g a i n s t  i t s  o p p o s i t io n  t o  World War I .  3 In  th e  1 920 ’s when 
i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n s  l o s t  s t r e n g t h ,  many a g r i c u l t u r a l  un io n s  
d is a p p e a re d  c o m p le te ly ,  v ic t im s  o f  economic s e tb a c k s  and a n t i ­
u n io n  s e n t im e n t .  The in t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a u to m o b ile  d u r in g  
th e  e r a  made o r g a n iz in g  farm  w orkers  more d i f f i c u l t .  Fam ily 
groups t h a t  d id  n o t  j o i n  un io n s  a s  r e a d i l y  a s  d id  s i n g l e  men 
now moved a b o u t  s e e k in g  farm w o rk .1*-®
37 P h i l i p  S. F o n e r ,  ’’The IWW and th e  B lack  W o rk er ,” 
J o u r n a l  o f  Negro H i s t o r y . LV (Ja n u a ry ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  45, 50.
3® Ja m ieso n , Labor Unions i n  A g r i c u l t u r e . 11 -22 .
39 P h i l i p  T a f t ,  ”The I .  W. W. in  th e  G ra in  B e l t , "
Labor H i s t o r y , I  (W in ter , 1 9 60 ) ,  59, 63, 65; P h i l i p  S. F oner ,
The I n d u s t r i a l  Workers o f  th e  W orld. 1905-1917 (New York: 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1965, Volume IV o f  H is to ry  o f  th e  
Labor Movement i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ) , 474, 484.
Jam ieso n , Labor Unions in  A g r i c u l t u r e . 12 -1 3 .
The ch a rg e  o f  Communist i n f lu e n c e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  
u n io n s ,  som eth ing  o f  a bugaboo in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  has  a b a s i s  in  
f a c t  and d id  cause  problem s p e r i o d i c a l l y .  A f t e r  t h e  fo rm a t io n  
o f  th e  T h ird  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  1919, th e  newly r e o r g a n iz e d  Com­
m u n is t  P a r ty  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  America to o k  i t s  o r d e r s  
from th e  Communist P a r ty  l e a d e r s  in  R u s s ia .  D uring  th e  American 
p a r t y Ts c o n s e r v a t iv e  p e r i o d ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  W illiam  Z. 
F o s t e r  a f t e r  1921, i t  a t te m p te d  t o  form f a r m e r - l a b o r  u n io n s .
In  1928 th e  u l t r a - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  " t h i r d  p e r i o d "  b e g an , and re v o -
n i
l u t i o n a r y  l a b o r  u n io n s  were formed t o  c h a l le n g e  th e  AFL. One 
such  a t t e m p t ,  t h e  T rade  Union U n ity  L eague, th e  f i r s t  n a t i o n ­
w ide a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n  s in c e  th e  dem ise o f  t h e  IWW, ad o p ted  
t h e  " b o r in g  from w i th in "  p o l i c y  o f  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  s t a t u s  quo. 
L a t e r  th e  TUUL adv o ca ted  " s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  b e l t "  
and used  r a c i a l  d i s c r im i n a t io n  f o r  propaganda p u r p o s e s . ^  But 
n e a r ly  a l l  non-Communist Negro l e a d e r s  r e j e c t e d  s e l f - d e t e r m i ­
n a t i o n ,  and few b la c k  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  became C o m m u n is ts .^  The 
r i s e  o f  H i t l e r  caused  t h e  Com intern t o  s e e k  c o l l e c t i v e  s e c u r i t y  
p a c t s  w i th  t h e  W estern d e m o c rac ie s ,  t o  a b o l i s h  r e v o l u t io n a r y
^  J o e l  Seidman (comp, and e d . ) ,  Communism in  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s —A B ib l io g ra p h y  ( I t h a c a : C orne l U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 
1 9 6 9 ) ,  i x - x .
UP Jam ieso n , Labor Unions i n  A g r i c u l t u r e , 1 9 -2 1 .
n i
Theodore D ra p e r ,  American Communism and S o v ie t  
R uss ia  (New Y ork: The V ik in g  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 0 ) ,  35h.
Communist u n io n s ,  and t o  su p p o r t  o r th o d o x  u n io n s ,  such  a s  th e  
CIO, whose l e a d e r  John L. Lewis m is ta k e n ly  assumed he cou ld  
c o n t r o l  Communists who jo in e d  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Not u n t i l  a f t e r  
World War I I  was th e  CIO a b le  t o  e x p e l  Communists from t h e i r  
e n tre n c h e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  th e  u n i o n . ^
S tu d ie s  o f  u n r e s t  and d i s o r d e r  show t h a t  p r o t e s t  move­
m en ts ,  l i k e  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  do n o t  s p r i n g  up i n  th e  m ost d e p re s s e d  
a r e a s .  In  r e g io n s  o f  h ig h  la n d  v a lu e  where s t a p l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p ro d u c t io n  i s  t h e  norm, o rg a n iz e d  d i s s e n t  i s  more l i k e l y  th a n  i n  
p l a c e s  where s m a l l - u n i t  s u b s i s t e n c e  fa rm ing  i s  p r a c t i c e d  on 
m a rg in a l  l a n d .  In  t h e  d e l t a  o f  A rkansas and t h e  b la c k  b e l t  o f  
Alabama, r a d i c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  un io n s  m o b i l iz e d  economic and 
p o l i t i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  in  th e  1930’s when sudden changes o c c u r re d  
i n  t h e  t e n a n t - l a n d l o r d  a r r a n g e m e n t s . ^  O th e r  u n io n s ,  su ch  a s  
t h e  C a th o l ic  u n io n  o f  C r y s ta l  C i ty ,  T ex as , o r i g i n a t e d  a lm o s t  
s p o n ta n e o u s ly .1*® The most m i l i t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n s  s p ra n g  
up i n  Alabama, where i n d u s t r i a l  u n ion ism  had a l r e a d y  made h e ad ­
way. The F a rm e rs ’ Union i n  Alabama grew r a p i d l y  a f t e r  Clyde
^  Seidman, Communism, i x - x .
John L. S ho ver, "The Communist P a r ty  and th e  Mid­
w est  Farm C r i s i s  o f  1 9 3 3 ,"  J o u rn a l  o f  American H i s t o r y , LI 
(Sep tem ber, 1 9 6 4 ) ,  248-49 ; I b i d . , 283 , 16-18 .
Ja m ie so n , Labor Unions i n  A g r i c u l t u r e , 271-72 .
Joh nso n , fo rm e r ly  w i th  t h e  C om m un is t- in f luenced  S h a r e c r o p p e r s ’ 
Union (SCU) , and a l l e g e d l y  a Communist, to o k  c h a r g e . ^
To s tu d y  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  movement in  America from 
th e  G rea t  D ep ress io n  t o  th e  1 9 5 0 ’s i s  t o  t r a c e  th e  i t i n e r a r y  o f  
t h e  u n b iq u i to u s  champion o f  farm  l a b o r ,  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  co­
fo u n d er  w i th  s i x t e e n  o t h e r  w h i te s  and b la c k s  o f  th e  S ou thern  
T enan t Farm ers Union i n  193*+. In  a c a r e e r  sp a n n in g  th e  m iddle  
t h i r d  o f  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y ,  he h as  m issed  h a r d ly  a ph ase  o f  
th e  a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  o v e r  a w ide g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a . S h a re c ro p p e rs  
i n  A rk a n sa s ,  s u g a r  cane p l a n t a t i o n  l a b o r e r s  in  L o u is ia n a ,  sm a l l  
fa rm e rs  in  v a r io u s  p l a c e s ,  b r a c e r o s  i n  t h e  W est—M i t c h e l l ,  w i th  
h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  has  worked among them a l l .  H is u n io n ,  known 
n e i t h e r  f o r  i t s  o rth o d o x y  n o r  i t s  r e s o u n d in g  s u c c e s s  i n  th e  
t r a d e - u n io n  s e n s e  o f  th e  te rm , changed names s e v e r a l  t im e s .  
R a l ly in g  t o  th e  cau se  o f  th o s e  t h a t  no i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n  would 
have w an ted , he  h as  moved a lo n g  l i n e s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  t h e  m eta­
m orphosis  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro b lem s. When ten a n cy  d e c l in e d ,  he 
tu rn e d  to  farm  l a b o r e r s ,  t o  m ig ra n t  w o rk e rs ,  and to  th o s e  who 
had no spokesman. In  t h e  p r o c e s s  he has  had  d e a l in g s  w i th  th e  
famous and n e a r - fa m o u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Lyndon Jo h n so n , R ich a rd  N ixon, 
S p iro  Agnew, Norman Thomas, E le a n o r  R o o s e v e l t ,  G ardner J a c k s o n ,
Aubrey W il l ia m , C la re n ce  S e n io r ,  W ill  A le x an d e r ,  E rn e s to  
G a la r z a ,  C esar  Chavez, Howard K e s t e r ,  Frank Graham, and many 
o t h e r s .
From h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h i le  growing up in  a s h a re c ro p p e r  
fa m ily  and as  a c ro p p e r  h i m s e l f ,  M i t c h e l l  g a in ed  f i r s t - h a n d  
knowledge o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t e n a n t  fa rm e rs  e n co u n te re d  d u r in g  
t h e  1 9 2 0 fs and e a r l y  19 30Ts .  Because t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  New 
Deal A g r i c u l t u r e  A d jus tm en t Act l e d  t o  e v i c t i o n s  o f  t e n a n t s  
by p l a n t e r s  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  b e n e f i t  payments w i th  them, 
M i t c h e l l  and h i s  f o l lo w e r s  banded t o g e t h e r  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  
s t o p  e v i c t i o n s  by p e t i t i o n i n g  t h e  Departm ent o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  
c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  Grounded in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  a g r a r i a n  p r o t e s t  
and aware o f  t h e  w id e sp re a d  d i s c o n t e n t  among b la c k s  and w h i t e s ,  
he and h i s  c o h o r t s  o rg a n iz e d  t h e  S o u th e rn  T enan t Farm ers Union 
i n  a l i t t l e  one-room  sc h o o lh o u se  c a l l e d  Sunnyside  on t h e  N orc ro ss  
p l a n t a t i o n  n e a r  T y ronza , A rk a n sa s ,  on J u ly  26, 1934. Of a l l  th e
48 a g r e a t  many r a p i d l y  expand ing  s t u d i e s  on th e  STFU, 
i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  th e  New D ea l,  and i t s  c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n  
s t r u g g l e s  a r e  now a v a i l a b l e .  See th e  STFU p a p e r s ,  housed in  
t h e  S o u th e rn  C o l l e c t i o n  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o rth  C a ro l in a  
( a l s o  p h o to d u p l i c a te d  in  s i x t y  r o l l s  by t h e  M ic ro fi lm  C orpora­
t i o n  o f  A m e r ic a ) ; H.L. M i t c h e l l  m a t e r i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  th e  
Columbia O ra l  H is to r y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  1956 and 1957; A u th o r 's  f o u r  
t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n te r v ie w s  w i th  M i t c h e l l ;  M i t c h e l l ,  "Workers i n  
Our F i e l d s :  The S to ry  o f  a Union T hat Would Not D ie ,"  ( n . p . :
N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers U nion, 2 5 th .  A n n iv e rsa ry  P u b l i c a ­
t i o n ,  1959) ; David E. Conrad, The F o rg o t te n  F a rm ers :  The S to ry
o f  S h a re c ro p p e r s  i n  t h e  New Deal (U rbana: U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I l l i n o i s  
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ;  Donald G rubbs, The Cry from C o t to n : The S o u th e rn
T enan t Farm ers Union and th e  New D eal (Chapel H i l l :  The U n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  N orth  C a ro l in a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ;  Norman Thomas, "The T h i r t i e s
farm  l a b o r  u n io n s  t h a t  sp ra n g  up in  t h e  T h i r t i e s  th e  STFU proved  
t o  be th e  most d u ra b le  and t e n a c io u s  and t o  have th e  most 
f a s c i n a t i n g  h i s t o r y .  S o c i a l i s t s  and s o c i a l i s t i c  id e o lo g y  
p la y e d  an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  i n  th e  fo rm a tio n  and grow th o f  th e  
u n io n .  M i t c h e l l  became a S o c i a l i s t  an d , a f t e r  m ee tin g  Norman 
Thomas, o rg a n iz e d  i n  th e  Tyronza a re a  S o c i a l i s t  l o c a l s ,  which 
l a t e r  became th e  n u c le u s  f o r  STFU l o c a l s . ^
In  1935 and a g a in  in  1936, t h e  STFU s t r u c k  f o r  h ig h e r  
wages i n  t h e  c o t to n  f i e l d s .  Some p l a n t e r s  r e a c t e d  v i o l e n t l y ,  
i n t i m i d a t i n g  un io n  members a t  t im e s  even i n  th e  r u r a l  ch u rch es  
where th e y  m et. Though t h e  s t r i k e s  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  f a i l e d ,  
t h e  p u b l i c i t y  g e n e ra te d  by th e  p l a n t e r s 1 h a r s h  a n t i - u n i o n  methods 
b ro u g h t  t o  t h e  STFU new members and f i n a n c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
s u p p o r t  from many s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n try .  The D epartm ent o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  s e n t  an  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  A rkansas  t o  e v a lu a te
a s  a S o c i a l i s t  R e c a l l s  Them,” i n  R i ta  Simon (e d .)  , As We Saw 
The T h i r t i e s  (U rbana: U n iv e r s i ty  o f  I l l i n o i s  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,
102 -2 2 ; J e r o l d  A uerbach , "S o u the rn  T enan t F a rm ers ;  S o c i a l i s t  
C r i t i c s  o f  t h e  New D e a l , "  Labor H i s t o r y . V II (W in te r ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,
3 -1 8 ;  M. S. V enka ta ram an i,  "Norman Thomas, A rkansas  S h a re c ro p p e rs  
and t h e  R o o se v e l t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P o l i c i e s ,  1 9 3 3 -1 9 3 7 ,"  M i s s i s s i p p i  
V a l ie v  H i s t o r i c a l  Review, XLVII (Sep tem ber, 1 9 6 0 ) ,  225-46;
George B. T i n d a l l ,  The Emergence o f  th e  New S o u th . 1913- 1945 
(Baton Rouge: L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ;  and 
o t h e r  more g e n e r a l i z e d  a c c o u n ts  and t e x t s  to o  numerous t o  
m ention  h e r e .
^  For an acc o u n t  o f  th e  fo u n d in g  and e a r l y  background 
o f  t h e  STFU, s e e  e s p e c i a l l y  Conrad, F o rg o t te n  F a rm e rs ; Grubbs,
Cry from t h e  C o t to n ; and M i t c h e l l Ts o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoirs. For 
a d i f f e r e n t  o p in io n  from G rubb s ' o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  i n f lu e n c e  i n  
th e  STFU, s e e  Auerbach a r t i c l e  c i t e d  in  f n .  48.
c o n d i t io n s  and th e n  k e p t  s e c r e t  i t s  own r e p o r t  o f  w id esp read  
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  AAA p o l i c i e s  and o f  a p u rge  o f  l i b e r a l s  w i th in  
th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u re a u c ra c y  i t s e l f .  O p e ra t in g  from Memphis, 
t o  which t h e  STFU f l e d  d u r in g  th e  " r e ig n  o f  t e r r o r , "  th e  un ion  
by 1937 b o a s te d  a membership o f  30,000 in  seven  s t a t e s .^ ®
The J o n e s -C o s t ig a n  Act o f  1934 was t o  th e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  
what th e  c o t to n  p ro d u c t io n  c o n t r a c t  o f  t h e  AAA was to  th e  c o t to n  
p ro d u c e r .  Both in v o lv e d  a c re a g e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and b e n e f i t  pay ­
ments t o  grow ers who met minimum s t a n d a r d s  f o r  w ages, work 
c o n d i t i o n s ,  and c h i l d  l a b o r . ^  Because th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  
Supreme C ourt i n  th e  B u t l e r  Case s t r u c k  down th e  d i s c r im in a to r y  
p r o c e s s in g  t a x  used  t o  f i n a n c e  th e  su g a r  p rogram , Congress 
p a s se d  t h e  Sugar C o n tro l  Act o f  1937 t h a t  r e l i e d  on an e x c i s e  
t a x  i n s t e a d .  The a c t  gave th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  s e t t i n g  t h e  im p o r t  quo ta  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a m arket p r i c e  
t h a t  would m a in ta in  th e  d o m es tic  in d u s t r y  and p r o t e c t  th e  
c o n s u m e r .^  Though a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  u n io n s  l e v e le d  many 
c h a rg e s  a t  th e  Sugar Act th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s ,  a s t u t e  l a b o r  
l e a d e r s ,  su ch  a s  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  acknowledged good p o i n t s  o f
See Grubbs and Conrad ( fn .  48) f o r  t h e  f u l l e s t  
co v e rag e  o f  how t h e  STFU f a r e d  a t  t h e  hands o f  t h e  New D eal.
^  Ja m ieso n , Labor Unions in  A g r i c u l t u r e , 411 .
52 Robin M yers, L o u is ia n a  S to r y , 1964 : The Sugar System
and t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  Workers (New Y ork: N a t io n a l  A dv iso ry  Committee 
on Farm L abo r ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  21 -22 .
t h e  a c t  and a g re e d  t h a t  w i th o u t  i t  t h e  su g a r  i n d u s t r y  would 
f a c e  r u i n .  But G a la rza  knew from e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  u n io n iz e d
CO
farm  l a b o r e r s  r e c e iv e d  h ig h e r  pay th a n  no n -un io n  w o rk e rs .
U n t i l  t h e  a p p ea ra n c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  u n io n s  i n  t h e  cane 
c o u n try ,  no one had a d q u a te ly  r e p r e s e n te d  f i e l d  l a b o r e r s  a t  th e  
a n n u a l  wage h e a r in g s  conducted  by th e  Departm ent o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .
Unions c lo s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  r a d i c a l  Alabama farm  
movements conducted  much o f  th e  o rg a n iz in g  a c t i v i t y  i n  L o u is ia n a  
a g r i c u l t u r e  d u r in g  t h e  1930’s .  S o c i a l i s t s  w i th  s t r o n g  t i e s  t o  
M i t c h e l l ’ s STFU wondered what s ta n d  th e y  sh o u ld  t a k e  a f t e r  th e  
Alabama S h a r e c r o p p e r s ’ Union merged w i th  th e  L o u is ia n a  Farm ers* 
Union and t h e  Alabama Farm ers * Union t o  form th e  S h a re c ro p p e rs  * 
U nion. Ranking S o c i a l i s t  P a r ty  members knew t h a t  t h e  Communist 
P a r ty  used  t h e  SCU a s  a l e t t e r - h e a d  o r g a n iz a t i o n  and wondered 
how th e  STFU f e l t  ab o u t th e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s . T h e  SCU i n  1935 
to o k  up th e  c a se  o f  s h a re c ro p p e r s  b e in g  d i s p la c e d  by m echan i­
z a t io n  and by th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  AAA’s C otton  S e c t io n .  L ik e  
t h e  STFU, t h e  SCU conducted  a s t r i k e  i n  1935 t h a t  was n o t  a
U. S. House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s ,  E ig h ty -F o u r th  
C o ngress ,  1 s t  S e s s io n ,  H e a r in g s . . .Amendments t o  th e  Sugar 
A ct o f  19HE (W ashington: U. S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,
1 9 5 5 ) ,  332-34-, 336.
^  C la ren ce  S e n io r  to  George A. N e lson , December 17 , 
1936, w i th  a n o te  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l  penned on a carbon  copy, 
a s k in g  what M i t c h e l l  th o u g h t  ab o u t th e  a f f a i r ,  S o u the rn  T enant 
Farm ers Union M ic ro f i lm ,  R o l l  3. H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  STFU,
R o l l  3.
s p e c t a c u l a r  s u c c e s s  b u t  b ro u g h t  i n  new m e m b e rs .^  In  1937 th e  
F a rm e rs 1 Union and th e  S h a r e c r o p p e r s 1 U nion , by m u tua l c o n s e n t ,  
ag reed  t h a t  th e  U n ited  Cannery, A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  P ack in g  and A l l i e d  
Workers o f  America (UCAPAWA) would o rg a n iz e  l a b o r e r s  and t e n a n t s
r c
and th e  F a rm e rsT Union would e n r o l l  farm  ow ners.
R a d ic a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  un ion  l e a d e r s ,  a t t e m p t in g  t o  win
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  by cam paign ing  on t h e i r  economic p h i lo s o p h ie s ,
f a i l e d  g e n e r a l l y  t o  im press  many v o t e r s  d u r in g  th e  New Deal
y e a r s .  In  1936, Alabama F a rm e rs ’ Union L eader  W. C. I r b y ,  a
la w y e r ,  fo rm er  S o c i a l i s t ,  and w r i t e r  f o r  t h e  F a rm e rs ’ W eekly,
s o l i c i t e d  s u p p o r t  from t h e  STFU i n  h i s  b id  f o r  a s e a t  i n  th e
57U nited  S t a t e s  C ongress . I r b y ,  who to u r e d  L o u is ia n a  w i th  Clyde 
Johnson in  O c to b e r ,  1936, in  s e a r c h  o f  new members, s t a t e d  in  
a p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  governm ent ow nersh ip  
o f  e s s e n t i a l  i n d u s t r i e s .  Government c o n s c r i p t io n  o f  r a i l r o a d s  
o r  s t e e l  m i l l s ,  he s a i d ,  was no w orse  th a n  th e  d r a f t i n g  o f  men
C p
f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  °
At t im e s  th e  F a rm e rs ’ Union o f  L o u is ia n a  em b arrassed  
r e l i g i o u s  groups by i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and s t a t e m e n t s .  In  1936
M a r s h a l l ,  Labor in  th e  S o u th , 156-57 .
T i n d a l l ,  Emergence o f  New S o u th , 428.
^  Tom /B u rk e 7  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  March 2 , 1936, STFU,
R o ll  2.
CO Southern Farm Leader, October, 1936, STFU, Roll 58.
t h e  FU p u b l i c i z e d  a s ta te m e n t  by a b la c k  s h a r e c ro p p e r  from 
W ashing ton , L o u is ia n a ,  who s a id  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  C a th o l i c  p r i e s t s  
had e x p e l le d  Negro members who were to o  p o o r  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  c h u rch .  In  th e  L a f a y e t t e  a re a  a n t i ­
un ion  f o r c e s  used  t h e  Communist i s s u e  t o  underm ine t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  F a th e r  W ilton  Labbe, a C a th o l ic  p r i e s t ,  who formed a u n ion  
t h a t  worked w i th  th e  FU. Charges o f  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i th  Commu­
n i s t s  h e lp e d  d e s t r o y  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  union.®®
I f  i t s  own p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  r e a s o n a b ly  r e l i a b l e ,  t h e  
F a rm e rs ’ Union o f  L o u is ia n a ,  t o o ,  fac ed  a n t i - u n io n  o p p o s i t io n .
In  1936 a u t h o r i t i e s  a r r e s t e d  FU o r g a n iz e r  John Moore in  Simmes- 
p o r t ,  L o u is ia n a ,  on c h a rg e s  o f  c r im in a l  l i b e l  b ro u g h t  by John 
Lackey, a L e g o n ie r ,  L o u is ia n a ,  s t o r e k e e p e r  whose e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
th e  FU was b o y c o t t i n g .  L oca l s h a r e c ro p p e r s  had com plained f o r  
some t im e  ab o u t Lackey. S h e r i f f  J .  J .  Jeanso nne  o f  M a r k s v i l le  
t o l d  Mrs. Anne Jo h n so n , whom th e  FU s e n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  c a s e ,  
t h a t  he co u ld  n o t  g u a ra n te e  M oore’s s a f e t y .  Simmesport Mayor 
Murphy L ecoure  s a i d  t h e  town a llow ed  u n io n s ,  b u t  n o t  w h i te s  and
Cl
’’n ig g e r s "  t o g e t h e r .  FU member H. E. O t t  w ro te  t o  Governor 
R ich a rd  Leche p r o t e s t i n g  th e  m is t r e a tm e n t  o f  Moore and a s k in g
I b i d . „ J u l y ,  1936.
fin V in c en t  O’ C o n n e ll ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  in te r v ie w  on A p r i l  
4 , 1972, w i th  B ishop Jo sep h  V ath , M onsignor C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  
and Reverend O’C onne ll  in  New O r le a n s .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  
O’ C o n n e ll ,  VPO in t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  9 , 1972.
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th e  FU p u b l ic i z e d  a s ta te m e n t  by a b la c k  s h a r e c r o p p e r  from 
W ashington, L o u is ia n a ,  who s a id  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  C a th o l i c  p r i e s t s  
had e x p e l le d  Negro members who were to o  p o o r  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  to
cq
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h .  In  th e  L a f a y e t t e  a r e a  a n t i ­
union  f o r c e s  used th e  Communist i s s u e  t o  underm ine t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  F a th e r  W ilton  Labbe, a C a th o l i c  p r i e s t ,  who formed a u n ion  
t h a t  worked w i th  th e  FU. Charges o f  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i th  Commu­
n i s t s  h e lp e d  d e s t r o y  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  u n io n .
I f  i t s  own p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  re a s o n a b ly  r e l i a b l e ,  th e  
F a rm e rs ’ Union o f  L o u is ia n a ,  t o o ,  fa c e d  a n t i - u n i o n  o p p o s i t io n .
In  1936 a u t h o r i t i e s  a r r e s t e d  FU o r g a n i z e r  John Moore in  Simmes- 
p o r t ,  L o u is ia n a ,  on c h a rg e s  o f  c r im in a l  l i b e l  b ro u g h t  by John 
Lackey, a L e g o n ie r ,  L o u is ia n a ,  s t o r e k e e p e r  whose e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
th e  FU was b o y c o t t in g .  L oca l s h a r e c ro p p e r s  had com plained  f o r  
some t im e  abou t Lackey. S h e r i f f  J .  J .  Jeansonn e  o f  M a r k s v i l le  
t o l d  Mrs. Anne Jo hnson , whom th e  FU s e n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  c a s e ,  
t h a t  he cou ld  n o t  g u a ra n te e  M oore’s s a f e t y .  Simmesport Mayor 
Murphy L ecoure  s a id  t h e  town a llow ed  u n io n s ,  b u t  n o t  w h i te s  and
c-j
’’n ig g e r s "  t o g e t h e r .  FU member H. E. O t t  w ro te  t o  Governor 
R icha rd  Leche p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  m is t r e a tm e n t  o f  Moore and a s k in g
5 9  I b i d . , J u l y ,  1936.
fifl V in cen t O’C o n n e ll ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  in t e r v i e w  on A p r i l  
4 , 1972, w i th  B ishop Jo sep h  V a th , M onsignor C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  
and Reverend O’C onne ll  i n  New O r le a n s .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  
O’ C o n n e ll ,  VPO in t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  <+, 1972.
^  Southern Farm Leader« June, 1936, STFU, Roll 58.
f o r  h i s  r e l e a s e  and an end t o  th e  i n t i m i d a t i o n .  The FU news­
p a p e r  quo ted  Lackey a s  s a y in g  t h a t  he would ru n  Moore o u t  o f  
t h e  p a r i s h  and smash t h e  u n io n .  An e d i t o r i a l  c a l l e d  f o r  f i rm  
un io n  r e s i s t a n c e  and th e  p u b l i c  e l e c t i o n  o f  coun ty  a g e n t s ,  who, 
a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  p a p e r ,  c a te r e d  t o  b i g  g ro w ers .
John Moore, whose o n ly  o f f e n s e ,  t h e  u n io n  s a i d ,  was 
o r g a n iz in g  fa rm e rs  n e a r  S im m esport, was g iv en  th e  u l t im a tu m : 
"Leave town on th e  n e x t  bus o r  e l s e " !  Then a mob o f  f i f t y  men 
chased  him o u t  o f  town. The FU lam en ted  t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  e v e ry ­
one in  town knew t h a t  John B r o u l e t t e ,  E ddie  and Worthy Lemoine, 
W a ltre  D ib b le ,  and Lawrence Suguas were r i n g l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  mob, 
Mayor L ecoure  and Town M arsha l S e e l in g  made no a r r e s t s .  The FU 
s e n t  t e le g ra m s  o f  p r o t e s t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l in  R o o s e v e l t ,  
Governor L eche , and Mayor L eco u re . Because th e  mayor owned a 
f i s h  h a tc h e r y  t h a t  p a id  low w ages, th e  FU s p e c u l a t e d ,  a n t i - u n i o n  
a c t i v i t y  f l o u r i s h e d . ^ 3
On numerous o c c a s io n s  t h e  S h a r e c r o p p e r s T Union and th e  
F a rm e rs T Union made o v e r tu r e s  t o  t h e  STFU. Both g roups became 
in v o lv e d  w i th  t h e  farm  u n io n  movement i n  L o u is ia n a  and t r i e d  t o  
g e t  t h e  STFU t o  come in  a s  w e l l .  In  1935 th e  SCU su g g e s te d  a 
s t r i k e  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h e  STFU i f  g row ers  d id  n o t  a g re e
6 2  I b i d .
6 3  I b i d . . A u g u s t,  1936.
n e g o t i a t e ,  p o in te d  o u t  what th e  NAWU had a l r e a d y  p a i n f u l l y  
o b s e r v e d :
• • • /W /e d i s a g r e e  w i th  y o u r  s ta te m e n t  
t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  a r e  g u a ra n te e d  th e  
r i g h t  t o  form a u n io n .  Indeed th e  p o l i c y  o f  
th e  F e d e ra l  Government as  w e l l  a s  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  L o u is ia n a  has been  t o  ex c lu d e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
w orkers  from any l e g i s l a t i o n  g r a n t i n g  t h e  r i g h t  
o f  w orkers  g e n e r a l l y  t o  o rg a n iz e  and t o  a c t  i n
c o n c e r t .90
A no ther grow er s t a t e d  t h a t  an American Sugar Cane League 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  summed up h i s  v iew s , nam ely , t h a t  t h e  re s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y  f o r  any work s to p p a g e  which cou ld  b r in g  economic 
r u in  t o  t h e  a re a  ” . . .  w i l l  be e n t i r e l y  upon you r  u n io n
and i t s  l e a d e r s . ”91
The NAWU had conducted  a h a s ty  s t r i k e  v o te  i n  p a r t  
b ecau se  o f  t h e  c o n tro v e r s y  o v e r  th e  use  o f  f o r e i g n  l a b o r  in  
s u g a r  cane f i e l d s  a t  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  grow ers were r e f u s i n g  
t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i th  th e  u n io n .  In  o r d e r  t o  c o u n te r  th e  g ro w e rs ,  
whose ap p roach  was to  ig n o re  th e  u n io n  and a sk  f o r  c le a r a n c e  
t o  im po rt  l a b o r  from t h e  B r i t i s h  West I n d i e s ,  t h e  NAWU needed 
e v id en ce  t h a t  a l a b o r  d i s p u te  e x i s t e d  b e fo r e  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  
Bureau o f  Employment S e c u r i t y  o f  th e  Departm ent o f  Labor t o  
h a l t  t h e  im p o r ta t io n  o f  f o r e ig n  l a b o r e r s .  The u n io n  a l s o
^  W illiam  McCollam t o  Henry H asiw ar , O c to ber  8 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1335 .
91 J .  J .  Munson t o  Henry H asiw ar, O ctober 1 0 , 1953,
i b i d .
a t te m p te d  t o  r e f u t e  th e  im p re ss io n  su g g e s te d  by grow ers t h a t  
th e  d o m es tic  l a b o r  m arke t was in c a p a b le  o f  h a n d l in g  th e  
s e a s o n a l  demand f o r  w o rk e rs .
In  J a n u a ry ,  1953, M i t c h e l l  in form ed t h e  Bureau o f  
Employment S e c u r i ty  t h a t  500 w orkers  from th e  u n i o n 's  Mid- 
South  d i v i s i o n  would be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  h a r v e s t i n g  seaso n  
i n  F l o r i d a . 92 He t o l d  Hasiwar t h a t  he had th e  BES on th e  run 
w i th  th e  o f f e r  t o  su p p ly  w o rk e rs ,  b u t  he a d m it te d  t h a t  th e  
NAWU d id  n o t  have t h a t  many l a b o r e r s .  "They may have us on 
one i f  th e y  a g re e  t o  a c c e p t  500 men f o r  th e  F lo r id a  j o b , "  
M i t c h e l l  a d d e d .93 A few days l a t e r  he asked  t h e  d i r e c t o r  
o f  th e  M id-South o f f i c e  t o  p r e p a r e  a l i s t  o f  w orkers  i n  c a se  
th e  BES d id  a sk  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .9^ L a t e r  M i t c h e l l  d e c la r e d  
t h a t  th e  BES r e c r u i t e r  s e n t  t o  t h e  Memphis a re a  a c t u a l l y  
d is c o u ra g e d  h i r i n g  o f  American c i t i z e n s  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  BWI’s .  
M i t c h e l l  wanted t h e  BES t o  c a n c e l  a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  im p o r t in g  
f o r e ig n  l a b o r  t h a t  i t  had g ra n te d  t o  th e  U. S. Sugar C o rp o ra t io n .
92 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  R obert  Goodwin, Jan u ary  2 , 1953, 
STFU, 68 :1318 .
93 H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  Henry H asiw ar, Jan u ary  5 , 1953,
i b i d .
^  H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  J a n u a ry  7 ,
1953, i b i d .
93 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  R ob ert  Goodwin, F eb ru ary  11 ,
1953, STFU, 68:1321.
A f te r  grow ers r e q u e s te d  t h a t  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Employment
S e rv ic e  p e rm i t  s e v e r a l  hundred Jam aicans  to  e n t e r  L o u is ia n a
f o r  t h e  s u g a r  cane h a r v e s t ,  M i t c h e l l  t o l d  th e  M id-South  d i r e c t o r
to  w r i t e  t o  Frank L a p e y r o le r ie ,  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  L oca l
317, in fo rm in g  him t h a t  he had a v a i l a b l e  500 l a b o r e r s  w i l l i n g
to  do cane f i e l d  work a t  th e  r a t e s  p a id  members o f  L oca l 317.
M i t c h e l l  d id  n o t  t h i n k  th e  NAWU would have to  su p p ly  th e  500
men, b u t  he f e l t  t h e  s t e p  would keep o u t  f o r e i g n  s t r i k e -  
96b r e a k e r s .  G a la rz a ,  who had se en  Mexican l a b o r e r s  used as
s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s  in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  was n o t  s u r p r i s e d  by t h i s
r e c e n t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  NATO and ag reed  t o  j o i n  H asiw ar in
97L o u is ia n a  around Septem ber 1 , 1953.
A f t e r  c o n d u c t in g  i t s  s t r i k e  v o te  among p l a n t a t i o n  l a b o r ­
e r s ,  t h e  NATO t r i e d  a d i f f e r e n t  ap p ro ach  t o  th e  f o r e i g n  l a b o r  
p rob lem . A ppea ling  t o  th e  S e c re ta r y  o f  Labor t o  c u r t a i l  th e  
im p o r ta t io n  o f  f o r e ig n  l a b o r  in  th e  cane f i e l d s ,  M i t c h e l l  s e n t  
him an a f f i d a v i t  from Henry H asiw ar a t t e s t i n g  t o  th e  d i s p u t e
q o
betw een th e  NATO and th e  s u g a r  g ro w ers .  O f f i c i a l s  i n  th e  
Labor Departm ent fo rw arded  to  th e  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  th e  NATO
H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  J u ly  27 , 1953, 
STFU, 68:1330a.
^  E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  A ugust 24, 1953, 
STFU, 68 :1333a.
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  M art in  P. D u rk in , Septem ber 10 , 
1953, STFU, 69 :1334a.
a f f i d a v i t  a lo n g  w i th  a s ta te m e n t  from Governor R obert Kennon 
s a y in g  t h a t  he knew o f  no d i s p u t e  betw een th e  NAWU and th e  
s u g a r  p l a n t e r s . ^  When t h e  D epartm ent o f  Labor a u th o r i z e d  
th e  use  o f  Jam aicans f o r  cane f i e l d  w ork , P au l C h a is so n ,  p r e s ­
i d e n t  o f  L oca l 317, s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r u l i n g  had "opened th e  f lo o d  
g a te s  t o  t h e  f o r e ig n  l a b o r  in  an a t t e m p t  t o  subm arine  our 
u n io n  . . . C i t in g  th e  1 , 8 0 8 - t o - e i g h t  v o te  i n  f a v o r  o f  a
s t r i k e  a s  ev id e n ce  o f  a d i s p u t e ,  C h a is so n  announced t h a t  th e  
un ion  was now fo rc e d  t o  s t r i k e  and h in te d  t h a t  b r in g in g  in  
f o r e i g n  l a b o r e r s  cou ld  l e a d  to  t r o u b l e ,  p o s s i b l y  even v io le n c e .
In  l a t e  Septem ber C h a r le s  Logan c o n fe r r e d  w i th  A rch­
b ish o p  Rummel a g a in  and e x p la in e d  t o  him t h a t  Joe  G u id ry Ts 
s t o r y  ab o u t c o n d u c t in g  t h e  s t r i k e  v o te  "un der  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  
c le rgym en" had caused  some re s e n tm e n t  among p a r i s h i o n e r s .
Logan s a id  t h a t  no s t r i k e  d a te  had been  s e t ,  b u t  t h e  u n ion  was 
c o n s id e r in g  O ctober 12 -15 . H asiw ar was com m itted t o  th e  s t r i k e  
p rogram , and , a c c o rd in g  t o  Logan, " . . .  u n le s s  some u n f o r -  
se e n  s i t u a t i o n  o r  in f lu e n c e  i s  b ro u g h t  t o  b e a r ,  t h e  s t r i k e  i s  
c e r t a i n ,
A c t in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Labor t o  H e rb e r t  B ro w n e ll ,  
J r . ,  O c tober  6 , 1953, STFU, 69 :1335 .
100 The Morning A d v o c a te , O c to ber  9 ,  1953; t h e  New 
O rlea n s  I te m , O ctober  9 ,  1953.
C h a rle s  H. Logan t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, 
Septem ber 28 , 1953, JFR P a p e rs ,  "Farm ers U n io n ."
T h is  news prom pted th e  A rchbishop  to  sc h e d u le  a n o th e r
m ee tin g  w i th  a l a r g e  number o f  su g a r  g row ers f o r  O c tober 3 ,
1953. He had c a n c e l le d  h i s  m ee tin g  w i th  cane fa rm e rs  sch ed u led
f o r  t h e  p r i o r  week a f t e r  he l e a r n e d  t h a t  s u g a r  g row ers  p lan n ed
1  f l Pt o  meet th e  same day in  Thibodaux. Once a g a in  t h e  growers
begged o f f ,  p e rh a p s  a f t e r  a s t r a t e g y  m ee tin g  o f  t h e i r  own.
Southdown r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s a id  th e y  would n o t  meet w i th  th e
p r e l a t e  b e ca u se  do ing  so  v i o l a t e d  th e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o f  th e
s t a t e . A  number o f  o t h e r s ,  i n c lu d in g  s e v e r a l  n o t  c o n ta c te d
in t ie a r l i e r ,  s e n t  te le g ra m s  s a y in g  th e y  co u ld  n o t  a t t e n d .
P re v e n te d  from m ee tin g  t h e  grow ers f a c e  t o  f a c e ,  A rch­
b ish o p  Rummel w ro te  l e t t e r s  t o  th o s e  t h e  NAWU had c o n ta c t e d ,  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had read  H a s iw a rTs l e t t e r  i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  
un ion  and found h i s  p ro p o s a l  r e a s o n a b le  f o r  a v o id in g  a s t r i k e .  
" I t  i s  my c o n s c ie n t io u s  o p i n io n , "  t h e  p r e l a t e  w r o te ,  " t h a t  th e  
p r o p o s a l  sh o u ld  be s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e re d  and a c c e p t e d . "  He ended 
w i th  a hope t h a t  th e  grow ers would r e c e iv e  h i s  l e t t e r  i n  th e  
s p i r i t  i n  which i t  was s e n t ;  a s  he had s a i d  e a r l i e r :  "The i s s u e
1 0 2  I b i d .
*-03 w. C. Kemper t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, Septem ber 
29 , 1953, i b i d .
1 °*  T. M. B a rk e r ,  A r th u r  Lemann J r . ,  Roland Toups, 
C h a r le s  F a r w e l l ,  F. A. R obichaux , and R icha rd  McCarthy, t e l e ­
grams t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, Septem ber 3 0 -0 c to b e r  3 , 1953,
JFR P a p e rs ,  "Farm ers U n io n ."
o f  a s t r i k e  i s  to o  g rav e  to  be fa c e d  w i th  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  w h i le  
a c o n fe re n c e  i s  p o s s i b l e . "^05
Soon l e t t e r s  e x p la in in g  why v a r io u s  grow ers would n o t  
meet w i th  th e  N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers Union poured  i n t o  
th e  A rc h b ish o p Ts o f f i c e .  Southdown r e p e a te d  i t s  e a r l i e r  s t a t e ­
ment t h a t  i t  would v i o l a t e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  by m ee tin g  w i th  an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i o n . C h a r l e s  F a rw e l l  t o l d  t h e  A rchb ishop  
t h a t  i f  h i s  w orke rs  went on s t r i k e ,  h i s  company co u ld  n o t  f e e d ,  
c l o t h e ,  and house them d u r in g  th e  w i n t e r .  He su g g e s te d  a l s o  
t h a t  i f  l a b o r  p rob lem s p e r s i s t e d ,  h i s  company m ight d i s c o n t in u e  
i t s  su g a r  o p e r a t io n  and go i n t o  th e  c a t t l e  b u s i n e s s ,  which 
r e q u i r e d  a sm a ll  l a b o r  f o r c e . ^ 7  A no the r  grow er d i s a g re e d  
t h a t  a m ee tin g  w i th  H asiw ar would end t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
s t r i k e  and th o u g h t  i n s t e a d  t h a t  m ee tin g  w i th  t h e  un io n  would 
be a dangerous  p r e c e d e n t  t h a t  v i o l a t e d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y . E v e n  
more b l u n t l y  one s u g a r  fa rm e r  w r o te :  ’’P le a s e  t e l l  me what
105 Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel t o  tw e n ty -n in e  g ro w e rs ,  
O c tober 7 , 1953, i b i d . ; Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel t o  E. J .  C lem ent, 
O c tober 7 ,  1953, in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  Mr. C lem ent; The L afou rche  
Comet, O c tober 15 , 1953.
W. C. Kemper t o  Jo seph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O ctober 9 ,  
1953, JFR P a p e rs ,  ’’Farm ers U n io n .”
C h a rle s  A. F a rw e l l  t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, 
O ctober 8 , 1953, i b i d .
1 Oft J .  J .  Munson t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O c tober  10 ,
1953, i b i d .
b u s in e s s  i s  i t  o f  y o u rs  t h a t  you sh o u ld  s i d e  w i th  t h e  un ion  
l e a d e r s  and n o n - C a th o l ic  p e o p l e . ” The g ro w er, a c o n t r i b u t o r  
t o  th e  C a th o l i c  Church and to  C a th o l i c  e d u c a t io n ,  su g g e s te d  
f u r t h e r  th a n  "bad p r e a c h i n g ” i n  ch u rch  had c o n t r i b u t e d  to  l a b o r
*i n q
prob lem s in  th e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .
When spokesmen f o r  th e  s u g a r  i n t e r e s t  m entioned  v i o ­
l a t i n g  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a  and o f  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  th e y  meant s im p ly  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  had 
been e x c lu d ed  by d e f i n i t i o n  from t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  most l a b o r  
la w s .  By n e g o t i a t i n g  w i th  th e  NAWU o r  a g re e in g  t o  S t a t e  
D epartm ent o f  Labor c o n c i l i a t i o n  s e r v i c e ,  grow ers would in  
e f f e c t  have g ra n te d  de f a c t o  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  NAWU. The 
t a c t i c  o f  assum ing  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  were n o t  e n t i t l e d  
t o  t h e  r i g h t s  en joyed  by o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  d id  n o t  s u r p r i s e  th e  
NAWU. In  C a l i f o r n i a  e a r l i e r  Congressman R ich a rd  Nixon had 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  b e ca u se  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  had been excluded  
from c e r t a i n  l a b o r  la w s ,  th e y  d id  n o t  have th e  r i g h t  to  b a rg a in  
c o l l e c t i v e l y .  With th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  B ankhead-Jones Farm 
Tenancy A ct o f  1937, e v e ry  m ajo r farm  and l a b o r  b i l l  exc luded  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  The A g r i c u l t u r a l  A d justm en t Act d id  
n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g r a n t  them b e n e f i t  pay m en ts ,  th e  N a t io n a l  
Recovery A c t*s  s e c t i o n  7 (a) d id  n o t  g u a ra n te e  them c o l l e c t i v e
c . J .  Arcement to  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O ctober 
1 0 , 1953, i b i d .
b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s ,  S o c ia l  S e c u r i t y  d id  n o t  c o v e r  them a t  f i r s t ,  
t h e  Wagner A c t fs  N a t io n a l  Labor R e la t io n s  Board d id  n o t  a s s u r e  
them a r b i t r a t i o n ,  th e  F a i r  Labor S ta n d a rd s  Act o f  1938 s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  exempted them from i t s  minimum wage p r o v i s i o n s ,  and 
14- (b) o f  T a f t - H a r t l e y  a l lo w in g  s t a t e s  t o  p a s s  " r i g h t - t o - w o r k "  
laws o p e ra te d  t o  t h e i r  d e t r im e n t .
The NAWU f e l t  i t  had a v a l i d  r a i s o n  d Te t r e  d e s p i t e  
b e in g  l e f t  o u t  o f  most l a b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The u n io n  s a id  t h a t  
i t s  r i g h t  to  o rg a n iz e  was fundam en ta l and p r o t e c t e d  by th e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  and r e i n f o r c e d  by C a th o l ic  
d o c t r i n e  which s a i d  t h a t  man had a God-given r i g h t  t o  o rg a n iz e  
f o r  h i s  own p r o t e c t i o n .
Some s u g a r  g row ers were s u r p r i s i n g l y  amenable t o  A rch­
b ish o p  Rummelrs l a b o r  p o l i c i e s .  The L ev e t  b r o t h e r s ,  who were 
p a r t  owners and m anagers o f  San F ra n c is c o  P l a n t i n g  and Manu­
f a c t u r i n g  Company in  S t .  John P a r i s h  n e a r  R e se rv e ,  d id  n o t  
s h a re  th e  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  o f  most s u g a r  f a rm e rs .  
More l i b e r a l  th a n  most g ro w e rs ,  th e  b r o t h e r s  and a n e ig h b o r  
went to  t h e  union  o f f i c e  in  R eserve  and o f f e r e d  t o  s ig n  a 
c o n t r a c t  w i th  L oca l  317 i f  o t h e r  cane p ro d u c e rs  d id  l i k e w i s e .  
F o l lo w in g  c lo s e l y  t h e  ad m on it ion  o f  A rchb ishop  Rummel, th e y  even 
o f f e r e d  to  open t h e i r  a cc o u n t  l e d g e r s  t o  u n ion  o f f i c e r s  to
H. L. Mitchell, interview, June 23, 1970.
d e m o n s tra te  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an e q u i t a b l e  
wage r a t e  f o r  p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e rs .  The L evets  a lo n e  made such  
g e s t u r e s ,  and L o ca l 317 s ig n e d  no c o n t r a c t s  w i th  them o r  any 
o t h e r  g row ers .
P erhaps  s u g a r  g row ers  who had come t o  se e  A rchb ishop  
Rummel on l a b o r  m a t t e r s  knew o f  th e  p r e l a t e ’s to u g h n ess  and 
p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  c o n f r o n t  him d i r e c t l y .  When i r a t e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
c a l l e d  on him t o  p r o t e s t  o v e r  l a b o r  d i s p u t e s ,  th e  A rchbishop  
g r e e te d  them c o r d i a l l y  a t  th e  doo r  o f  h i s  s tu d y ,  l e d  them to  
c o m fo r ta b le  c h a i r s ,  and in t ro d u c e d  F a th e r  0 TC onnell  whom he 
s e a te d  a t  h i s  s i d e .  He a t te m p te d  t o  keep  th e  d i s c u s s io n  w i th in  
t h e  b road  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  th e  c h u rc h ’s economic and s o c i a l  
d o c t r i n e s  b u t  a llo w e d  F a th e r  0 TC on ne ll  t o  f i e l d  th e  more t e c h ­
n i c a l  and d e t a i l e d  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  l a b o r  p ro b lem s . At th e  
c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  th e  A rchb ishop  alw ays accompanied 
h i s  c a l l e r s  t o  th e  door and th an k e d  them f o r  coming, no m a t t e r  
how f i e r y  th e  exchanges had become. He th e n  su g g e s te d  p r i v a t e l y  
t o  F a th e r  O’C o nne ll  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  u n l ik e l y  p r o p o s a l s  o r  h i n t s
1 1 ?on how c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  m ight have been made more d i p l o m a t i c a l l y .
Sugar g row ers from t h e  Bayou L afourche  a re a  came in  to  
se e  A rchb ishop  Rummel ab o u t  rem oving F a th e r  Jerome D ro le t  from
1 1 1  I b i d .
Vincent O’Connell, VPO interview, April <4-, 1972.
S t .  C h a r le s  P a r i s h .  The A rchb ishop  s e a te d  F a th e r  D ro le t  a t  h i s
s i d e  and fo rc e d  h i s  a c c u s e r s  t o  make t h e i r  c h a rg es  d i r e c t l y
b e fo r e  th e  o u tsp o k en  p r i e s t . D r o l e t * s  s t a te m e n t s  on th e
r i g h t s  o f  l a b o r  and h i s  te s t im o n y  b e fo re  th e  K efauver c r im e-
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  com m ittee had s t i r r e d  up c o n tro v e r s y  ^ and a s
e x e c u t iv e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  L afo u rche  S o c ia l  A c tio n  Committee,
a s o c i a l  a c t i o n  and a n t i - v i c e  c i t i z e n s 1 g roup , he had shocked
th e  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  many in  L afo u rch e  P a r i s h  w i th  h i s  campaign
a g a i n s t  a r a t h e r  infam ous b r o t h e l  in  Thibodaux known l o c a l l y
a s  " J e a n e t t e ' s . "  The A rc h b ish o p , who f r e q u e n t ly  i n t e r r u p t e d
lou d  c r i t i c i s m s  a g a i n s t  F a th e r  D ro le t  to  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  th e
p r i e s t Ts o b j e c t i v e  was s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  d id  n o t  remove F a th e r
D ro le t  from S t .  C h a r le s  P a r i s h  d e s p i t e  c o m p la in ts  from
11 si n f l u e n t i a l  p a r i s h i o n e r s .
In  Sep tem ber, 1953, th e  L afourche  Comet r a n  D r o l e t Ts 
"two-arm  b a n d i t "  comment on page one :
F o r t u n a te ly  L o u is ia n a  i s  a t  lo n g  l a s t  f r e e  
o f  th e  one-arm  b a n d i t s  c a l l e d  s l o t  m ach in es ;  i t  
w i l l  be a happy day when o u r  s t a t e  w i l l  e n a c t  
and e n fo rc e  law s s t r o n g  enough to  r e p r e s s  and 
r e s t r a i n  t h e  sm a l l  b u t  dangerous m in o r i ty  o f  
b u s in e s s  l e a d e r s  who a r e  w h i t e - c o l l a r ,  two-arm 
b a n d i t s  i n  t h e i r  inhuman t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e i r  
l a b o r e r s .
Jo seph  V ath , i b i d .
11 U Jim R u s s e l l ,  L abor/s . D a i ly . June 12, 1953, i n  
D ro le t  Scrapbook.
Joseph Vath, VPO interview, April M-, 1972.
Labor u n io n s  a re  g o o d  and n e c e s s a r y .  T h is  
i s  re c o g n iz e d  by G od 's word. T h is  i s  re c o g n iz e d  
by th e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  g o vern ­
ment. T h is  i s  re c o g n iz e d  by th e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  
o f  L o u is ia n a .  The m in o r i ty  o f  b u s in e s s  men to d ay  
who r e f u s e  t o  re c o g n iz e  t h i s  r i g h t  o f  t h e i r  
w orkers  a r e  g u i l t y  o f  a c r im in a l  immoral a c t .  They 
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s t r i k e s .  I t  i s  th e  du ty  o f  
go vernm en ts , S t a t e  and F e d e r a l ,  t o  r e s t r a i n  such  
em ployers e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e  sak e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
good.
I t  i s  t h e  d u ty  o f  governm ent t o  remove 
th e  c au se s  which f o r c e  l a b o r  t o  s t r i k e  in  an 
a t te m p t  a t  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  a g a i n s t  u n j u s t  
a g g re s s io n  by a n t i - u n i o n  management. I t  i s  
sham efu l abuse  to  f o r c e  p o l i c e  t o  t a k e  manage­
ment *s s i d e  in  such s t r i k e s ,  and such  u n n a tu r a l  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  to  smash u n io n s  and b re a k  j u s t  
s t r i k e s  i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  w o rs t  k in d  o f
v i o l e n c e ,  which cau ses  and i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
o t h e r  k in d s  o f  v io le n c e ,  w hich f low  from th e  
o r i g i n a l  v i o l e n c e —th e  r e f u s a l  t o  r e c o g n iz e  
G od 's law  and acco rd  g en u in e  u n ion  r e c o g n i t i o n .
Denied th e  norm al c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a in in g  g u a ra n te e s  
a f f o r d e d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n s ,  th e  NAWU r e s o r t e d  to  uno rtho dox  
methods a f t e r  t h e  t r a d e  un ion  ap p ro ach  f a i l e d .  N o n e th e le s s  
i t  t h r e a te n e d  t o  u se  t h e  u l t i m a t e  weapon o f  th e  t r a d e  u n io n — 
th e  s t r i k e —when t h e  a t y p i c a l  methods a t te m p te d  by th e  C a th o l ic  
Church f a i l e d  t o  a c h ie v e  r e s u l t s .  E x p e c t in g  t h i s  d r a s t i c
m easure t o  su c c e e d ,  even though  g e t t i n g  t h e  u s u a l  un io n  m achin­
e ry  in  m otion  f a i l e d ,  seemed l i k e  a lo n g s h o t  gamble. But 
M i t c h e l l ' s  a g r a r i a n s  u s u a l ly  went i n t o  a c t i o n  w i th  t h e  odds 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  su c c e e d in g .  I f  t h e  u n io n  c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  on 
i t s  t h r e a t s ,  t h e  o p p o s i t io n  in  L o u is ia n a  would be no d i f f e r e n t
The L afo u rch e  Comet, Septem ber 10 , 1953.
from what th e  NAWU u s u a l ly  f a c e d —t h a t  i s ,  u n le s s  th e  C a th o l ic  
Church cou ld  work some m ir a c le .
CHAPTER V
CANE MUTINY
The 1953 L o u is ia n a  cane  f i e l d  s t r i k e ,  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s h  
betw een p l a n t e r s  and l a b o r e r s  s i n c e  t h e  f o r c e f u l l y  s u p re s s e d  
e f f o r t s  o f  th e  1 8 8 0 Ts ,  s u r p r i s e d  many g row ers  who had been 
a l e r t e d  t o  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  A ltho ugh  t h e  v i t a l i t y  and v ig o r  
o f  th e  s t r i k e  a s to n i s h e d  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  
rem ained l a r g e l y  un in fo rm ed  o f  o r  a p e t h e t i c  t o  th e  e x te n s iv e  
e f f o r t  mounted by t h e  u n io n  and t h e  C a th o l i c  Church i n  b e h a l f  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  Union l e a d e r s  u n d o u b ted ly  o v e r ­
e s t im a te d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  s e c u l a r  i n f lu e n c e  e x e r t e d  by th e  
church  o v e r  t h e  econom ic l i v e s  o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s  and u n d e r ­
e s t im a te d  th e  r e s o l v e  o f  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  t o  p r e v e n t  any 
encroachm ent by o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .
Sugar cane p l a n t e r s  w o r r ie d  a b o u t  t h e  N a t io n a l  A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  Workers U n ion Ts  t h r e a t  t o  c a l l  a s t r i k e ,  b u t  th e y  
d id  n o t  resp ond  p u b l i c l y  a t  f i r s t .  G i l b e r t  D u rb in , g e n e r a l  
manager o f  th e  American Sugar Cane L eague, spoke t o  Thibodaux 
R o ta r ia n s  ab o u t p rob lem s o f  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  in  S ep tem ber, 
1953, w i th o u t  m e n t io n in g  t h e  u n io n .^  L a t e r  in  th e  month L. A.
1 The L a fo u rch e  (Thibodaux) Comet, Septem ber 1 0 , 1953.
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Borne o f  R ace la n d , L o u is ia n a ,  o u t - g o in g  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
Cane L eague, s a i d  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d id  n o t  p la n  t o  re c o g n iz e  
th e  u n io n ,  b u t  he concluded  b e fo re  s u r r e n d e r in g  l e a d e r s h ip  to  
J .  P. Duhe o f  New I b e r i a ,  th e  new p r e s i d e n t :  " I t  lo o k s  l i k e
a s t r i k e  / i s  im m in e n t / ." ^
The American Sugar Cane League f e l t  deep con ce rn  abou t 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a s t r i k e  and to o k  s t e p s  t o  p re p a re  f o r  
t h e  e v e n t u a l i t y .  I t s  mimeographed g u id e  t h a t  c i r c u l a t e d  among 
members in c lu d e d  c a r e f u l l y  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  cane grow ers 
f a c i n g  a s t r i k e .  The g u id e ,  c o n ta in in g  tw e n ty - th r e e  q u e s t io n s  
i n  f o u r  s e c t i o n s ,  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t u s  o f  l a b o r ,  t h e  
u n io n * s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d r i v e ,  p ro p o sed  ways t o  combat th e  
s t r i k e ,  and s p e c i f i c  s t e p s  t o  t a k e  i f  a s t r i k e  o c c u r re d .  A 
t y p i c a l  q u e s t io n  and answ er i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  League a p p ro a ch :
"Am I  a c t u a l l y  fu n f a i r T o r  Ta n t i - l a b o r f i f  I  r e f u s e  t o  d e a l  
w i th  su ch  a Union? No. Both t h e  Wagner Act and th e  S t a t e  
M e d ia t io n  Law e x p r e s s ly  ex c lu d e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  from 
c o v e r a g e ."  On re sp o n d in g  t o  u n ion  o v e r tu r e s  th e  gu ide  s t a t e d :  
" E i t h e r  ig n o re  th e  demand o r  r e p ly  t h a t  you do n o t  r e c o g n iz e  
t h e  Union . . . . "  I t  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  w orke rs  " . . .  can 
be d i s c h a rg e d  a t  any t im e  f o r  any re a so n  o r  w i th o u t  r e a s o n . "
p
The Baton Rouge Morning A d v o c a te , Septem ber 25,
1953; The New O rlea n s  Times P ic a y u n e , Septem ber 25 , 1953, does 
n o t  m en tion  Borne*s s t a te m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a s t r i k e .
The s y l l a b u s ,  in  re sp o n se  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  what t o  do i f  a 
s t r i k e  came, e x p re s s e d  con ce rn  f o r  w o rk e rs :  ’’C a l l  upon your
la w y e r .  A lso  im m ed ia te ly  c a l l  upon y o u r  S h e r i f f ,  in fo rm  him 
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and r e q u e s t  y o u r  S h e r i f f  t o  a s s i g n  a depu ty  
t o  you r  farm  t o  a f f o r d  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  y o u r  l a b o r e r s . ” And on 
th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  v i o l e n c e :  ”Yes . . . Tgoons* a r e  im ported
by a Union from o t h e r  a r e a s  to  do v io le n c e  t o  non s t r i k i n g  
em ployees and t o  s a b o ta g e  e q u ip m e n t .”3 The Cane League, w hich 
recommended t h a t  grow ers d e s t r o y  a l l  c o rre sp o n d e n ce  from th e  
NAWU,1* d i s t r i b u t e d  l e a f l e t s  e n c o u ra g in g  t h e  f i e l d  l a b o r e r s  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  work and p o i n t i n g  o u t  ways i n  which t h e  NAWU 
a l l e g e d l y  d e ce iv e d  p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e r s .^  A n o ther l e a f l e t  
p ro c la im e d :  ”Don*t g iv e  up your l i b e r t y .  Be a f r e e  man.
c
DonTt  j o i n  t h e  u n io n ."
D uring th e  f i r s t  week o f  O c to b e r ,  1953, th e  Sugar Cane 
League p re p a re d  an e x te n s iv e  news r e l e a s e  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  
o f  th e  p en d in g  s t r i k e  i n  th e  s u g a r  cane f i e l d s  where h a r v e s t i n g  
was to  b e g in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  week. R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  " f a l l a c i o u s
3
American Sugar Cane L eague, mimeographed "Q uestions  
and A n sw ers ,"  O ctober 5 ,  1953, in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  E. J .  C lem ent.
^ E. J .  C lem ent, p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  F e b ru a ry  23,
1972; Warren H arang , p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  May 9 , 1972.
C
American Sugar Cane League l e a f l e t ,  " A t t e n t io n  A l l  
Sugar Cane W o rk e rs ,"  n .d .  / 1 9 5 3 / ,  i n  p o s s e s s io n  o f  E. J .
C lem ent.
^ I b i d . .  "S to p ,  Look, R ead ."
and m is le a d in g "  views o f  th e  NAWU, th e  Cane League s a id  t h a t  
a s t r i k e  in  a p e r i s h a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  crop  would be an 
"u n p rec ed e n ted  c a la m i ty "  and encouraged  th e  p u b l i c  to  j o i n  
t o g e t h e r  in  o p p o s i t io n  t o  a s t r i k e  by p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e rs .  The 
s t o r y  r e p e a te d  argum ents made e a r l i e r  t o  A rchb ishop  Rummel and 
t o  t h e  NAWU and added a few new w r in k le s  abo u t h u r t i n g  sm a ll  
f a r m e r s ,  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i th  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce, and c u t t i n g  o f f  
n e c e s s a ry  f o o d s t u f f s .  The League com plained o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
imposed on s u g a r  cane o p e r a t io n s  w i th o u t  p o i n t i n g  o u t  th e  
s i z e a b l e  b e n e f i t s  en joyed  by t h e  i n d u s t r y . ' 7
P r o s p e c t s  f o r  a b o u n t i f u l  y i e l d  o f  su g a r  cane in  1953 
seemed good d u r in g  th e  warm grow ing se a so n  p r i o r  t o  h a r v e s t i n g  
i n  O c to ber .  The coun ty  a g e n t  o f  Assum ption P a r i s h  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  th e  c rop  was d o in g  w e ll ,®  and a Houma fa rm e r  c la im ed  t h a t  
w i th  t h e  r e c e n t  r a i n s  and warm w e a th e r  th e  cane grew an in c h  
a day.® From D o n a ld s o n v i l l e ,  on th e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r ,  t o o ,  
came p l e a s a n t  news ab o u t  c o n d i t io n s  in  th e  cane fie lds . '* '®  On
Times P ic a y u n e . O c tober 5 , 1953; The L a f a y e t te  
D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r . O c to ber  4 , 1953; The L afou rche  Comet. O c tob er  
8 , 1953; The Assum ption (N a p o le o n v i l le )  P io n e e r , O c tober 9 ,  
1953; The D o n a ld s o n v i l le  C h ie f , O ctober 9 ,  1953; The S t .
C h a r le s  (H a h n v il le )  H e ra ld ,  O ctober 10 , 1953; The Morning 
A d v o ca te , O c tober M-, 1953.
® The Assum ption P io n e e r , A p r i l  10 , 1953.
® The Houma C o u r ie r , August 28 , 1953.
The D o n a ld so n v i l le  C h ie f , Septem ber 4 ,  1953.
O cto b er  2 th e  s u g a r  cane g r in d in g  seaso n  ( th e  c ru s h in g  o f  th e  
s t a l k s  between huge m i l l s  to  e x t r a c t  t h e  j u i c e  which i s  
p ro c e s s e d  i n t o  su g a r)  s t a r t e d  a t  th e  South  Coast M i l l  a t  
M ontegut i n  T errebonne  P a r i s h , - ^  and in  L afou rche  P a r i s h  on 
O ctober 8 . ^
J u s t  p r i o r  to  th e  c a n e - h a r v e s t in g  se a so n  t h e  L o u is ia n a
Board o f  P u b l ic  W elfare  announced a d ju s tm e n ts  t o  i t s  p o l i c i e s
t h a t  su g g e s te d  p o s s i b l e  c o m p l ic a t io n s  f o r  th e  NAWU. In  August
th e  Board s a i d  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  would be suspended  d u r in g  th e
h a r v e s t  s e a so n  f o r  Aid t o  Dependent C h i ld re n  and G en era l
A s s i s t a n c e  G ra n ts .  P l a n t a t i o n  w orkers  cou ld  e a rn  a s  much as
th e y  wanted w i th o u t  any r e d u c t io n  i n  th e  g r a n t  t h a t  would be
r e s t o r e d  a t  th e  end o f  th e  h a r v e s t  s e a s o n .  In  p r e v io u s  y e a r s ,
w orkers  t a k i n g  s e a s o n a l  employment were dropped from th e  
13w e l f a r e  r o l l s .  In  O c to b e r ,  w h i le  th e  cane s t r i k e  was i n  
p r o g r e s s ,  a cane c o u n try  new spaper ran  a h e a d l in e  s t a t i n g :  
"Able W elfare  R e c ip ie n t s  Are Urged to  W ork.” The f r o n t - p a g e  
announcement c a l l e d  f o r  c u t t i n g  w e l f a r e  payments o f  th o s e  who 
r e fu s e d  t o  work:
I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  p o l i c y  sh o u ld  h e lp  
a l l e v i a t e  th e  l a b o r  s h o r ta g e  and sh o u ld  h e lp  
b o th  th e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  and w e l f a r e  c l i e n t s  
th e m s e lv e s .
H  The Houma C o u r i e r , O c tober 6 , 1953.
^  The L afou rche  Comet, O ctober 8 , 1953.
13 The Assum ption P io n e e r , August 21 , 1953.
The W elfare  Department a p p r e c i a t e s  
bei.ng c o n ta c te d  i f  any w e l f a r e  r e c i p i e n t
because
j l o  i c v - c x v x n g  L x u - i -  - L  a o o x o L a u i ; c «. . .   -    '
The l o c a l  p r e s s  in  th e  cane c o u n try  e x p re s se d  a d e c id e d ly
a n t i - u n i o n  b ia s  i n  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y .  The A ssum ption P io n e e r  
com plained t h a t  u n io n  l e a d e r s  ’’h o ld  th e  money bags o f  m em bers,” 
and t h a t  in  m a t t e r s  o f  d o u b le - d e a l in g  ’’t h e s e  b i r d s  a r e  p a s t  
m a s t e r s . ” The e d i t o r  c lo s e d  w i th  a rem in d er  t h a t  p eace  and 
harmony i n  th e  cane c o u n try  had been th e  o r d e r  f o r  so  lo n g  t h a t  
t h e  c u r r e n t  p rob lem  was a s t r a n g e  one.-*-^ A L afo u rch e  P a r i s h  
e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  ’’Which Way Do we Head?” and an announcement 
by th e  s h e r i f f  seemed t o  o f f e r  w arn ings  t o  L oca l  317. The 
e d i t o r  s t a t e d  t h a t  u n io n s  had been  h e l p f u l  i n  th e  p a s t ,  b u t  
s u g a r  cane grow ers fa c e d  b ig  prob lem s and had c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
g u a r a n te e s ,  t o o .  "Our P a r i s h , "  he s a i d ,  "can n o t  and w i l l  n o t  
s t a n d  f o r  cane b u rn in g s  o r  s i m i l a r  m a l ic io u s  a c t i o n  . . . . ’’ 
S h e r i f f  F rank  Ducos s a id  t h a t  d e s p i t e  rumors o f  v io le n c e  a g a i n s t  
th o s e  who d id  n o t  j o i n  th e  u n io n ,  h i s  o f f i c e  would p r o t e c t  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  a l l  who wanted t o  work.
P r i o r  t o  th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e ,  F a th e r  
D ro le t  went to  t h e  un ion  o f f i c e  in  R eserve  and o f f e r e d  t o  l e a d
The S t .  C h a r le s  H e r a ld , O ctober 31, 1953. 
The Assum ption P i o n e e r , O c to ber  2 ,  1953. 
The L afo u rch e  Comet, O c to ber  8 , 1953.
th e  p i c k e t i n g  when th e  w alkou t began . F e a r f u l  t h a t  th e  f i e r y  
l a b o r  p r i e s t ’s p re s e n c e  would provoke  v i o l e n t  a n t i - u n i o n  
re s p o n se s  o r  t h a t  h i s  s t r o n g  words would cau se  u n ion  members 
t o  become o v e r ly  ra m b u n c tio u s ,  Henry H asiw ar and h i s  c o l le a g u e s  
convinced  D ro le t  t h a t  he would be f a r  more e f f e c t i v e  a s  a fu n d ­
r a i s e r  i n s t e a d . 1? When F a th e r  D r o le t  a g re e d  t o  u se  h i s  v a c a ­
t i o n  tim e  to  embark on a f u n d - r a i s i n g  t o u r ,  M i t c h e l l  and th e  
c h i e f  NAWU b e n e f a c t o r ,  t h e  N a t io n a l  S h a re c ro p p e r  Fund, c a r e ­
f u l l y  p lan n e d  h i s  i t i n e r a r y .  One p r o f e s s i o n a l  f u n d - r a i s e r  
l i s t e d  v a r io u s  un ion  l e a d e r s  he sh o u ld  s e e  and s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
D r o le t  s ig n  a l l  te le g ra m s  w i th  h i s  " F a th e r  t i t l e . "  While in  
W ashington he sh o u ld  s e e  F a th e r  George H ig g in s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
C a th o l ic  W elfare  C on fe ren ce , who has  " th e  b e s t  c o n ta c t s  w i th  
C a th o l ic s  who have money. "1® L a t e r  H. L. M i t c h e l l ’s w ife  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  D ro le t  had a r r i v e d  i n  W ashington a f t e r  s u c c e s s ­
f u l  s to p s  i n  C hicago , D e t r o i t ,  and P i t t s b u r g h ,  and t h a t  he  was 
to  go t o  New York n e x t .  "Wouldn’t  i t  be w o n d e rfu l  i f  we cou ld  
r e a l l y  win a v i c t o r y , "  she  mused o p t i m i s t i c a l l y ,  " i n  t h e  South
17 h . L. M i t c h e l l ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  in t e r v i e w ,  June 23, 
1970, i n  New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a .
1® Fay B enn e tt  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  O c tob er  7 , 19S3,
Box 69, F o ld e r  1335 o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  T enan t Farm ers Union 
P a p e rs ,  in  th e  S ou thern  C o l l e c t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N orth  
C a r o l in a ,  Chapel H i l l .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  STFU, 69 :1335 .
o f  a l l  p la c e s? " -1-  ̂ From t h e  Meat C u t t e r s ,  Pack inghouse  W orkers, 
U n ited  Auto W orkers, and t h e  M a c h in is t s  D ro le t  r e c e iv e d  p le d g e s  
f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  r a n g in g  from $1,000 t o  $ 5 ,0 0 0 , b u t  George
20Meany, th e  new head o f  th e  AFL, d id  n o t  make a c o n t r i b u t i o n .
The s u g a r  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  s t a r t e d  on Monday, O ctober
12, 1953, when l a b o r e r s  f a i l e d  t o  show up f o r  work on t h e
p l a n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o u r  b i g g e s t  s u g a r  c o r p o r a t io n s .  Sugar
Workers Union L oca l 317 o f  th e  NAWU s t r u c k  a t  Godchaux Sugars
Co. w ith  h o ld in g s  in  R e se rv e ,  R a ce la n d , and N a p o le o n v i l l e ;
Southdown S ugar C o ., I n c .  w i th  s u g a r  p l a n t s  in  Houma, Thibodaux,
and V a c h e r ie ;  South  C oast C o rp o ra t io n  w i th  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  Houma
and Mathews; and M i l l ik e n - F a r w e l l  C o rp o ra t io n  o p e r a t in g  in
N a p o le o n v i l l e ,  D o n a ld s o n v i l l e ,  and West Baton Rouge P a r i s h .
O f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  b ig  companies r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  s t r i k e  d id  no
a f f e c t  o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  b u t  th e y  acknowledged t h a t
most h a r v e s t i n g  crews in  th e  f i e l d s  o p e ra te d  w i th  s k e l e to n
work f o r c e s .  George S t i t h  and Henry H asiw ar s a id  t h e  w alkou t
by 1 , 2 0 0  men was a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly  s u c c e s s f u l  a g a i n s t  th e  b ig -  
21f o u r  p r o d u c e r s .
Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  O c tob er  16 , 1953, 
STFU, 69 :1337a.
H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  June 23 , 1970.
pi
Morning A d v o c a te , O c tober 13 , 1953; New O rlean s  
I tem , O ctober 13 , 1953; Times P ic a y u n e , O c tober 13, 1953;
Houma C o u r i e r , O c to b e r  13 , 1953; L a fo u rch e  Comet, O c to ber  15, 
1953; A ssum ption P i o n e e r , O c to ber  16 , 1953; D o n a ld so n v i l le  
C h ie f . O ctober 16 , 1953.
A f t e r  ab o u t  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  day b o th  l a b o r  and 
management made so  many c h a r g e s ,  d e n i a l s ,  and c o u n te r  c h a rg es  
t h a t  th e  s t r i k e  became a propaganda war o f  s i z e a b l e  p ro p o r ­
t i o n s .  I t  f e a t u r e d  c o n f l i c t i n g  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  e x te n t  o f  t h e  
s t r i k e ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  and f req u e n cy  o f  e v i c t i n g  s t r i k e r s  from 
p l a n t a t i o n  homes, th e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  
s t r i k e  on sm a ll  su g a r  f a rm e rs ,  t h e  use  o f  n o n -u n io n  l a b o r ,  and 
t h e  p i c k e t i n g  o f  m i l l s  and r e f i n e r i e s .
Even a s  th e  s t r i k e  p ro g re s s e d  th e  NAWU s t a t e d  i t s  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i th  su g a r  g ro w ers . " I t  i s  n o t  
o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p a r a ly z e  th e  h a r v e s t , "  H asiw ar s a i d . 22 The
day th e  s t r i k e  s t a r t e d ,  L o ca l  317 s e n t  l e t t e r s  t o  grow ers
23o f f e r i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a in in g  a g re em e n ts .  
M eanw hile , in  W ashington, H. L. M i t c h e l l  s o l i c i t e d  s u p p o r t  from 
u n io n  members in  P u e r to  Rico who he hoped would h e lp  end th e  
s t r i k e  in  L o u is ia n a  by c u r t a i l i n g  t h e  sh ipm ent o f  raw su g a r  
t o  L o u i s i a n a . N o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y  C a th o l ic  p r i e s t s  in  th e  
A rc h d io c ese  o f  New O rlean s  a s s i s t e d  t h e  s u g a r  w orkers  u n io n .  
"You have begun a movement o f  trem endous im p o rtan ce  n o t  on ly
22 Henry H as iw ar ,  mimeographed news r e l e a s e ,  O ctober 
12 , 1953, STFU, 69 :1336 .
23 F rank  L a p e y r o le r ie  t o  v a r io u s  g ro w e rs ,  O ctober 12 , 
1953, i b i d .
2^ H. L. Mitchell to E. G. Moreno, October 12, 1953,
i b i d .
t o  L o u i s i a n a , "  F a th e r  L ouis  Twomey t o l d  u n io n  members, "b u t  
t o  f e l lo w  men in  t h e  Texas and F lo r id a  cane  f i e l d s . "25 
F a t h e r  D r o l e t ,  who had conducted  a s u c c e s s f u l  f u n d - r a i s i n g  
t o u r  f o r  t h e  s u g a r  w o rk e r s ,  lo an e d  h i s  a u to m o b ile  t o  un ion  
o r g a n iz e r s  d u r in g  th e  s t r i k e  and a id e d  s t r i k e r s  who had
p e r s o n a l  p r o b le m s .25
During th e  s t r i k e  t h e  NAWU c a l l e d  u n ion  members o u t  
t o  s e v e r a l  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n s  i n  th e  cane c o u n try  e a r l y  i n  th e  
m orning and k e p t  them o ccu p ied  a l l  day lo n g  in  v a r io u s  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  where p l a n t e r s  cou ld  n o t  coax o r  i n t i m i d a t e  them i n to  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  w ork .2^  A Cane League news r e l e a s e  r e f e r r e d  t o  
th e  a l l - d a y  m ee tin g s  a s  " i n d o c t r i n a t i o n "  and " b ra in -w a s h in g ”
f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  p r e v e n t in g  members from r e t u r n i n g  to  th e  
2 8cane f i e l d s .  The d a y - lo n g  o r d e a l  ta x e d  t h e  s tam ina  o f  
E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  who managed t h e  u n io n  o f f i c e  d u r in g  t h e  
s t r i k e ,  and Henry H asiw ar ,  who s u p e r v i s e d  m a t t e r s  i n  th e  
f i e l d .  "Both a r e  a lm o s t  a t  t h e  b re a k in g  p o i n t  and more h e lp
25 U n id e n t i f i e d  new spaper c l i p p i n g ,  n .d .  / 1 9 5 3 / ,  
i n  Reverend Jerome D r o l e t Ts sc rap b o o k .
25 W i l l i a r d  S. Townsend, " P r i e s t  F ig h t s  f o r  W o rk ers ,"  
u n i d e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  i b i d .
27 Henry P e l e t ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w ,  F eb ruary  29, 
1972, i n  T hibodaux , L o u is ia n a ;  The Times P ic a y u n e .. O c to ber  22, 
1953; H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  O ctober 28 , 1953, 
STFU, 69 :1337b.
The Times P ic a y u n e . O c tober  22 , 1953.
would be a Godsend t o  th e m ,” H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o l d  A r th u r  C h u rc h i l l  
o f  th e  NAWU’s Memphis o f f i c e .  He asked  C h u r c h i l l  to  go to  
L o u is ia n a  w i th  h i s  movie p r o j e c t o r  and a s  many f i lm s  as  he cou ld  
l o c a t e  t o  h e lp  a t  t h e  lo n g  s e s s io n s  t h a t  s t a r t e d  a t  f i v e  o ’c lo c k  
in  th e  m orning and were "a co m b ina tion  o f  un ion  m e e tin g ,  
p r e a c h in g ,  s i n g i n g ,  e tc ." ^ ®  Henry P e l e t  g o t  l i t t l e  s l e e p  d u r in g  
t h e  s t r i k e , 30 and in  W ashington d a i l y  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s  and a p p e a ls  
f o r  money o ccu p ied  M i t c h e l l ’s d a y s ,  w h i le  te le p h o n e  c a l l s  a t  
n ig h t  made m a t t e r s  h e c t i c  a s  w e l l .  ”/H7e has n o t  had a chance 
to  t a k e  h i s  u s u a l  a f t e r  lu n ch  s i e s t a  . . . , ” h i s  w ife  w ro te  
l a t e r .  ^
In  t y p i c a l  f a s h io n  M i t c h e l l ,  who had come to  a p p r e c i a t e  
th e  v a lu e  o f  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  o b ta in in g  funds 
t o  o p e ra te  th e  NAWU, d e c id ed  t o  wage a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  th e  
e n c o u n te r  w i th  th e  s u g a r  g row ers  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  ”We b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  o n ly  way t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  can win a d e ce n t  
l i f e , "  M i t c h e l l  s a i d ,  " i s  by p u t t i n g  t h e i r  case  b e fo re  t h e  b a r  
o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n . "32 A common t a c t i c  o f  M i t c h e l l ’s was to  
send somewhat e x a g g e ra te d  te le g ra m s  t o  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  O ctober 28,
1953, STFU, 69 :1337b .
30 Henry P e l e t ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  F e b ru a ry  29, 1972.
O  I
Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  November 2 ,
1953, STFU, 6 9 :133 8 ; I b i d . ,  November 18 , 1953, STFU, 69:1340.
32 The M orning A d vo ca te , O c tober 25 , 1953.
co m pla in ing  ab o u t c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  a f f e c t i n g  un ion  members, 
and th e n  use  th e  te le g ra m s  as  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a w id e ly  d i s t r i ­
bu ted  news r e l e a s e .  The mimeographed a r t i c l e s  he p re p a re d  
and marked " f o r  r e l e a s e "  u s u a l ly  s t a t e d  th e  background cau ses  
f o r  a s t r i k e ,  e x p la in e d  th e  r o l e  and p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  NAWU, 
and quo ted  th e  f o rc e fu l ly -w o rd e d  te le g ra m  by th e  u n ion  a s  ev id e n ce  
o f  d e te rm in a t io n  by th e  o u tra g e d  u n ion  l e a d e r s  t o  c o r r e c t  th e  
abuse  w h a tev e r  th e  odd s . The NAWU a l s o  p re p a re d  h a n d b i l l s ,  
one o f  which c o n ta in e d  f o u r  p i c t u r e s  o f  d i l a p i d a t e d  h o u s in g
on a s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n  and a p rom ise  by th e  NAWU to  c o r r e c t
3Usuch  c o n d i t i o n s .  M i t c h e l l , s f r i e n d  and p o l i t i c a l  m entor 
Norman Thomas su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  NAWU u t i l i z e  th e  r a d io  n e t ­
works and newspapers i n  o r d e r  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e i r  p l i g h t  t o  a
Q C
l a r g e r  a u d ie n c e .  J
M i t c h e l l fs te le g ra m  t o  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  Labor announcing  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  su g a r  s t r i k e  emphasized two a r e a s  o f  g r e a t  
conce rn  t o  th e  NAWU: th e  r i g h t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  to
33 See , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  t e le g ra m  t o  James 
P. M i t c h e l l ,  O ctober 1 2 , 1953, STFU, 69 :1336 ; H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  
t e le g ra m  to  H e rb e r t  B ro w n e ll ,  O c tober 14-, 1953, i b i d . ;  H. L. 
M i t c h e l l ,  mimeographed NAWU news r e l e a s e ,  O c tober 15 , 1953, 
i b i d . ;  I b i d . , mimeographed "Why th e  S t r i k e , "  /O c to b e r ,  19537,
STFU, 69:1337b; and i n  new spaper a c c o u n ts  i n  th e  cane c o u n try  
d u r in g  O ctober which ran  p a r t s  o f  th e  news r e l e a s e s  o r  d e n ia l s  
p re p a re d  by th e  American Sugar Cane League.
3t* NAWU h a n d b i l l ,  n .d .  /O c to b e r ,  1 9 5 3 / ,  STFU, 69:1337b.
3 3  Norman Thomas to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  O ctober 16 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1337a.
o r g a n iz e  and b a rg a in  c o l l e c t i v e l y  and f e a r  t h a t  cane grow ers 
would b r in g  i n  f o r e ig n  s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s . ^ ®  To th e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l ,  M i t c h e l l  com plained o f  p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  un ion  members 
e s p e c i a l l y  in  Assumption I ^ r i s h . ^  G e n e ra l ly  th e  NAWU 
p u b l i c i t y  and propaganda su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  un ion  had 
a t te m p te d  t o  p r e v e n t  a s t r i k e ,  t h a t  t h e  grow ers were undem­
o c r a t i c ,  t h a t  a m ajor o b j e c t i v e  o f  th e  s t r i k e  was r e c o g n i t i o n ,  
t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e  was s u c c e s s f u l  and s p r e a d in g ,  t h a t  o u t s i d e  
h e lp  was p o u r in g  i n ,  t h a t  th e  un ion  wanted t o  a s s i s t  sm a ll  
f a rm e rs  and raw su g a r  m i l l s  h a r v e s t  t h e i r  c ro p s  and rem ain  
i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  grow ers encouraged  sc a b s  and p r e s s u r e  
t a c t i c s ,  and t h a t  l o c a l  m erchan ts  who s u f f e r e d  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  
were c i r c u l a t i n g  a p e t i t i o n  demanding t h a t  t h e  b ig  c o r p o r a t io n s
Q O
meet w i th  th e  un ion  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  s t r i k e .  °
Only in  an academ ic and r a t h e r  n e g a t iv e  s e n se  d id  th e  
NAWU e v e r  win t h e  p o in t  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  had th e  
r i g h t  to  o rg a n iz e  and b a rg a in  c o l l e c t i v e l y  l i k e  o t h e r  American 
w o rk e rs .  "The c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  d i s p u te  i s  n o t  w a g e s ,”
H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  t e le g ra m  to  James P. M i t c h e l l ,  
O c to b e r  12, 1953, STFU, 69 :1336 .
07
H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  t e le g ra m  t o  H e rb e r t  B ro w n e ll ,  
O c tober  19-, 1953, i b i d .
OO
Many o f  th e  above them es a r e  m entioned in  E rn e s to  
G a la rz a * s  te le p h o n e  r e p o r t  from R ese rve  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l  
which became th e  b a s i s  f o r  u n io n  news r e l e a s e s ,  /O c to b e r  15 , 
1 9 5 3 / ,  i b i d .
Hasiwar s ta te r ]  011 th e  day th e  s t r i k e  s t a r t e d .  "The i s s u e  i s
th e  r i g h t ,  g u a ra n te e d  u n d er  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l
w orkers  to  have an o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  
39i n t e r e s t s . "  A f t e r  M i t c h e l l  announced t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
s t r i k e  in  a te le g ra m  to  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  l a b o r ,  he asked  th e  
s e c r e t a r y  to  s p e c i f y  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  had th e  r i g h t  
to  o rg a n iz e  l i k e  o t h e r  w orkers  and t o  a sk  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  
Employment S e rv ic e  n o t  t o  r e f e r  f o r e i g n  s t r i k e  b r e a k e r s  t o  
jo b s  on su g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s . ^  M i t c h e l l  a l s o  asked  AFL P r e s i ­
d e n t  George Meany t o  h e lp  th e  NAWU r e f u t e  th e  id e a  t h a t  because  
c e r t a i n  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  laws exempted a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ,
i * l
th e y  were fo rb id d e n  t o  j o i n  a u n io n  o r  t o  engage i n  s t r i k e s .
The U n ited  S t a t e s  Employment S e rv ic e  a g re e d  t o  send 
no f o r e i g n e r s  to  r e p la c e  w orkers  on s t r i k e , ^  and Meany went 
a lo n g  w i th  M i t c h e l l Ts r e q u e s t  f o r  h e l p . 1̂  The D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  
F e d e ra l  M ed ia tio n  and C o n c i l i a t i o n  S e r v ic e  s u g g e s te d ,  p e rh a p s
Henry H asiw ar, mimeographed news r e l e a s e ,  O c tober 
1 2 , 1953, i b i d .
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  James P. M i t c h e l l ,  t e le g ra m  on 
O ctober 12 , 1953, i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  George Meany, O c tob er  13 , 1953,
i b i d .
UP Rocco S i c i l i a n o  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  O c to ber  1M-,
1953, i b i d .
^  George Meany to H. L. Mitchell, October 15, 1953,
i b i d .
f a c e t i o u s l y ,  t h a t  t h e  NAWU t u r n  t o  t h e  N a t io n a l  Labor R e la t i o n s  
Board t o  s e t t l e  i t s  d i s p u t e  w i th  cane g r o w e r s . ^  M i tc h e l l  
r e p l i e d  s h a r p l y :  "We would g la d ly  fo l lo w  you r  s u g g e s t io n  o f
t a k in g  th e  m a t t e r  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  up w i th  th e  N a t io n a l  
Labor R e la t io n s  Board , how ever, you no doubt know t h a t  th e  
NLRB i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  h a n d le  m a t t e r s  in v o lv in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
w o r k e r s ."  He c lo s e d  by a s k in g  t h a t  t h e  M e d ia t io n  and C o n c i l ­
i a t i o n  S e rv ic e  lo o k  i n t o  th e  m a t t e r  a s  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e ta r y  
o f  Labor s u g g e s t e d . ^  Cane grow ers d id  n o t  budge from t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d in g  t h e  NAWU. One e x h o r te d :  "R eco gn iz in g  th e
un ion  would be l i k e  p u t t i n g  o u r  heads  on th e  chopping  b l o c k . " 1*'® 
To Cane League o f f i c i a l s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p ro s  and cons o f  su g a r  
wages and work c o n d i t i o n s  was a s  c lo s e  a s  th e y  would come to  
n e g o t i a t i n g  w i th  t h e  NAWU.^ The u n ion  f e l t  t h a t  b ig  grow ers 
who r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  
to  o rg a n iz e  p e a c e f u l l y  were t r y i n g  t o  r e w r i t e  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s
| | Q
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Departm ent o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  o f f i c i a l s  f i n a l l y
^  W hitley  McCoy to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  O ctober 19 , 1953, 
STFU, 69 :1337a.
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  W hitley  McCoy, O c tober 20 , 1953,
i b i d .
^  The M orning A d v o ca te , O c tober 17 , 1953.
The Times P ic a y u n e . O c tob er  20 , 1953.
^  L oca l 317, news r e l e a s e ,  O c tober 22, 1953, STFU, 
69 :1337a.
conceded t h a t  g row ers e r r e d  in  s a y in g  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  
cou ld  n o t  o r g a n iz e ,  f o r  no f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e  sh o u ld  p re v e n t  t h e i r  
o r g a n iz in g  " f o r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  d e a l in g  w i th  t h e i r  e m p lo y e rs .
The e x e c u t iv e  com m ittee  o f  t h e  American Sugar Cane 
League c a l l e d  a s p e c i a l  m ee tin g  a t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  B u i ld in g  
i n  Thibodaux on O c to b er  13 , t h e  second  day o f  t h e  s t r i k e .  Many 
Cane League members who were n o t  on t h e  e x e c u t iv e  com m ittee 
a t t e n d e d  th e  s e s s io n  devo ted  t o  th e  s t r i k e  emergency. T. M. 
B a rk e r ,  chairm an o f  th e  L eague’s l a b o r  com m ittee , asked  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  members t o  d e f e a t  t h e  s t r i k e .  The e x e c u t iv e  
com m ittee  approved  s e v e r a l  p r o p o s a l s  by l e a d e r s : t o  form a
p u b l i c i t y  com m ittee d i r e c t e d  by G i l b e r t  D u rb in , t o  p u b l i c i z e  
th e  un io n  o a th ,  t o  se e k  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  c lergym en sy m p a th e t ic  
w i th  Cane League v ie w s ,  to  e v i c t  from p l a n t a t i o n  houses  u n ion  
l e a d e r s  o n ly  and n o t  th e  l a b o r e r s  en m asse , and to  form a 
com m ittee  t o  a s s i s t  grow ers in  need o f  w o rk e rs .  T. M. B arker 
rea d  an a p p e a l  from A rchb ishop  Rummel f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  
s t r i k e ,  b u t  t h e  com m ittee  p o s tp o n ed  a c t i n g  on h i s  r e q u e s t . ^
A f t e r  th e  s t r i k e  by t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  w orkers  b eg an , Roman 
C a th o l i c  cane p l a n t e r s  responded  even more vehem ently  t o  p le a s
^  Lawrence Myers t o  F rank  Graham, November 2 ,  1953, 
STFU, 69:1338.
^  American Sugar Cane L eague , M inutes  o f  E x ec u tiv e  
Committee M ee tin g , O c tober  13 , 1953, 2 - 3 ,  t h e  Sugar A rc h iv e s ,  
m ic ro f i lm  r e e l  11.
by A rchb ishop  Rummel t o  c o n s id e r  th e  a p p e a ls  o f  th e  NAWU.
"Tend to  you r  own k n i t t i n g , ” one grower t o l d  th e  p r e l a t e .
C la im in g  t h a t  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  un ion  would l e a d  t o  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n
o f  th e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  and g r e a t  s u f f e r i n g  by in n o c e n t  p e o p le ,
he ad d ed : " I  do n o t  want t h a t  b l o t  on my c o n s c ie n c e .
A no ther c a l l e d  t h e  un ion  methods o rg a n iz e d  g a n g s te r i s m  and
s u p p l i e d  th e  A rchb ishop  f a c t s  t h a t ,  he s a i d ,  th e  u n ion  had
i g n o r e d . 52 "The Church as  I  u n d e rs ta n d ,  i s  t o  b r in g  t o  th e
p e o p le  th e  t e a c h in g s  o f  C h r i s t  and n o t  be envo ived  / s i c /  in
a l a b o r  d i s p u t e  . . . , ” an anonymous N a p o le o n v i l le  C a th o l ic
fa rm e r  w r o te .  " I  a l s o  know t h a t  t h e  m ora ls  o f  t h e s e  negro
L a b o re rs  / s i c /  a r e  ro ck  bottom  and a g a in  n o t  w orthy  o f  b e in g
53r e p r e s e n te d  by ou r  C h u rc h .”
A lthough  A rchb ishop  Rummel rep ro v ed  Henry H asiw ar f o r  
th e  t im in g  o f  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  t h a t  b ro u g h t  c o n s id e r a b le  
h a rd s h ip  to  w o rk e rs ,  he n o n e th e le s s  p ro v id e d  t h e  NAWU v i c e -  
p r e s i d e n t  money t o  wage th e  maximum e f f o r t  t h e  un ion  could
B. T h ib a u t  to  Joseph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O c to ber  13 ,
1953, in  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel P a p e rs ,  "Farm ers U nion" f o l d e r ,  
A rc h iv e s  o f  A rc h d io c ese  o f  New O r le a n s ,  7887 Walmsley Avenue,
New O r le a n s .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  JFR P a p e rs .
52 Warren Harang to  Joseph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O c tober 
1 7 , 1953, i b i d .
CO
"Cane Farm er" t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, n . d . ,  
postm arked  O c tober 19 , 1953, i b i d .
54m u s te r .  S u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  H asiw ar v i s i t e d  a p r i e s t  in  th e  
A rc h d io c ese  who a c t u a l l y  handed o v e r  money t o  t h e  un ion  
l e a d e r . ^  The A rc h b is h o p 's  p e r s o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  vaguely  r e c a l l s
r  c
t h a t  some un ion  o f f i c i a l  came by f o r  money p e r i o d i c a l l y .  °
On r e t u r n i n g  t o  th e  un ion  o f f i c e  a f t e r  p i c k in g  up th e  chu rch  
s t ip e n d  on one o c c a s io n ,  Hasiwar s to p p e d  o f f  a t  a b a r  f r e ­
quented  by un ion  men and remembered some t im e  l a t e r  t h a t  he 
had l e f t  a l a r g e  sum o f  money on t h e  b ack  s e a t  o f  h i s  c a r  
which was no t lo c k e d .  He ru shed  o u t  t o  t h e  c a r  an d , f i n d in g  
th e  p r e c io u s  cargo  i n t a c t ,  q u ic k ly  d e l i v e r e d  th e  p r i z e  to  
u n io n  h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  R e s e r v e . ^
A rchb ishop  Rummel a l s o  p ro v id e d  a more o r th o d o x  form 
o f  a id  t o  p e o p le  in  th e  s t r i k e  a r e a .  To each  dean o f  th e  f i v e  
d e a n e r i e s  l o c a te d  in  th e  su g a r-g ro w in g  r e g io n s  o f  t h e  A rc h d io ­
c ese  o f  New O r le a n s ,  he s e n t  a check  f o r  $2,000 f o r  food f o r  
needy f a m i l i e s  w ith  th e  d i r e c t i v e :  " C a th o l ic  f a m i l i e s  w i l l
n a t u r a l l y  r e c e iv e  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b u t  c h a r i t y  p rom pts us
^  V in cen t O 'C o n n e l l ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n te r v ie w  on 
A p r i l  4 , 1972, w i th  Bishop Jo sep h  V a th ,  M onsignor C h a r le s  J .  
P la u c h e ,  and Reverend O 'C onn e ll  i n  New O r le a n s .  H e r e i n a f t e r  
c i t e d  a s  O 'C o n n e l l ,  VPO in t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1972.
^  I b i d . ; H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  June  23 , 1970.
Joseph  V ath , VPO in t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  4 , 1972.
^  Both H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  June 23 , 1970; and 
O 'C o n n e l l ,  VPO i n te r v ie w ,  A p r i l  4 , 1972, a g re e  t h a t  H asiw ar 
had s e v e r a l  thousand  d o l l a r s  in  th e  c a r  b u t  d i f f e r  on t h e  
e x a c t  amount.
to  a id  d e s e rv in g  n o n -C a th o l ic s  - -  and t h e r e  sh o u ld  be no c o lo r  
l i n e . " ^  The Baton Rouge Deanery r e tu r n e d  th e  g r a n t  s in c e  no 
p a r i s h i o n e r s  a p p l ie d  f o r  a i d . ^  Monsignor Jo sep h  W ester o f  
t h e  Houma Deanery r e p o r te d  on c o n d i t io n s  i n  a r e a s  such  a s  S t .  
Lucy, a b la c k  p a r i s h  in  th e  c i t y  t h a t  needed a s s i s t a n c e .  He 
s a id  t h a t  back p ay , c r e d i t  a t  company s t o r e s ,  and a id  from t h e  
b ig  u n io n s  ten d ed  to  m inim ize th e  s u f f e r i n g .  The M onsignor, 
a f t e r  c o n f e r r in g  w i th  S e n a to r  A l le n  E l l e n d e r  o f  Houma concluded  
o n ly  t h a t  th e  whole m a t t e r  was co m p lica te d  and t h a t  g r e a t  h a rd -
p  A
s h ip  would come i f  th e  s t r i k e  l a s t e d  lo n g e r .  The Thibodaux 
Deanery r e p o r t e d  th e  c u t t i n g  o f  c r e d i t  a t  p l a n t a t i o n  s t o r e s
C l
and some e v i c t i o n s  from p l a n t a t i o n  h o u se s .  A Monsignor Jean  
Eyraud in  R eserve  gave $500 t o  Our Lady o f  Grace P a r i s h ,  and 
in  s u p p ly in g  in fo rm a t io n  f a v o r a b le  t o  su g a r  p l a n t e r s ,  added 
c u r i o u s l y :  ’’Even ou r  C a th o l ic  P l a n t e r s  a r e  s i d i n g  w i th  th e
Jew s . " 62
^  Jo seph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, i d e n t i c a l  l e t t e r s  t o  th e  
fo l lo w in g  d e a n s :  Eyraud in  R e se rv e ,  G ubler in  D o n a ld s o n v i l l e ,
L a b i t  i n  T hibodaux, Lohmann in  Baton Rouge, and W ester in  
Houma, O c to ber  23 , 1953, JFR P a p e rs ,  "Farm ers U n io n ."
^  H. P. Lohmann t o  Joseph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O c tober 
27, 1953, i b i d .
60 Jo seph  A. W ester t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O c tob er  
27, 1953, i b i d .
R aphael L a b i t  t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O ctober 
27 , 1953 , i b i d .
6^ Jean  Eyraud t o  Joseph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, O c tob er  27, 
1953, i b i d .
Tho C a th o l ic  Committee o f  th e  South a l s o  su p p o r te d  th e  
NAWU s t r i k e  e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  th e  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s .  C a l l in g  th e  
s t r i k e  a s t r u g g l e  o v e r  " th e  b a s i c ,  m oral r i g h t  o f  any w o rk e rs ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  t o  o r g a n i z e , "  th e  C a th o l ic  s o c i a l  
a c t i o n  group l a b e le d  th e  su g a r  i n d u s t r y  non-econom ic and s a i d  
t h a t  " . . .  w i th o u t  t a r i f f s  and p r i c e  su p p o r t  s u b s i d i e s ,  i t  
cou ld  n o t  meet c o m p e t i t io n  o f  a f o r e i g n  m a rk e t . "  By r e f u s in g  
t o  b a rg a in  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  th e  Committee s a i d ,  grow ers den ied  
w orke rs  a b a s i c  human r i g h t . 63
A few days a f t e r  th e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  began, th e  
un ion  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  were c u t t i n g  o f f  u t i l i ­
t i e s  o f  s t r i k i n g  w orke rs  and i s s u i n g  e v i c t i o n  n o t i c e s  to  un ion  
l e a d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P au l  C ha isson ,® 1*' p r e s i d e n t  o f  L o ca l 317.*^  
On O c to b e r  15 , H. L. M i tc h e l l  s e n t  a te le g ra m  to  A t to rn e y
G enera l  B row nell p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  p l a n t e r s  e v ic te d  s t r i k e r s  in
0 0
an a t t e m p t  t o  d r iv e  them back  to  th e  f i e l d s .  The f o l lo w in g  
day t h e  American Sugar Cane League s t a t e d  t h a t  " r i n g - l e a d e r s "  
o f  th e  s t r i k e  who d id  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  work would have to  v a c a te
63 The M orning A d v o c a te , O ctober 17 , 1953.
6^ L oca l  new spapers u s u a l ly  s p e l l e d  h i s  name C - h - i - a
s - s - o - n ,  b u t  un ion  r e c o rd s  and most l e g a l  documents had i t
C - h - a - i - s - s - o - n .
The D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r . O c tober 1M-, 1953; The I te m ,
i b i d .
^  The Morning Advocate, October 15, 1953.
( '  7
p l a n t a t i o n  h o u se s .  ’ The NAWU p u b l i c i z e d  t h e  l a r g e  number o f
e v i c t i o n s ,  b u t  G i l b e r t  Durbin o f  th e  League den ied  t h a t  g row ers
had r e s o r t e d  to  mass e v i c t i o n s . ^8 S h e r i f f  A. P. P re je a n  s a id
t h a t  no e v i c t i o n  n o t i c e s  had been  i s s u e d  in  T errebo nne  P a r i s h
69p r i o r  t o  O c tober 20, 1953. L a te r  D urbin a d m it te d  t h a t  cane 
grow ers were e v i c t i n g  s t r i k e r s  en m asse. "We have no c h o ic e  
i n  th e  m a t t e r , "  he s a i d .  " I f  t h e  w orkers  l i v i n g  i n  th e  houses 
d o n ' t  want t o  work th e n  we have t o  g e t  someone who w i l l ,  and 
th e y  need a p l a c e  t o  l i v e . " ^  S h e r i f f  Fernand R icha rd  o f  
A ssum ption P a r i s h  s a id  t h a t  e v i c t i o n  p ro c e e d in g s  would be 
h ea rd  i n  th e  N a p o le o n v i l le  C ourthouse  on O ctober 2 3 , 1953 .71
C. P au l B arker and Fred C a s s ib ry ,  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  
NAWU and th e  CIO, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a s s i s t e d  s t r i k i n g  p l a n t a t i o n  
w orke rs  in  e f f o r t s  t o  combat t h e  t h r e a t  to  e v i c t i o n s  from t h e i r
7 ?
houses  on s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s .  c P au l C ha isson  and o t h e r  s t r i k e r s  
c la im in g  to  be " . . . t e m p o r a r i ly  w i th h o ld in g  t h e i r  l a b o r  from 
th e  d e fe n d a n ts  to  p e rs u a d e  them to  r e c o g n iz e ,  meet and b a rg a in
^7 The Houma C o u r ie r , O ctober 16 , 1953.
^  The Morning A d v o ca te , O ctober 1 8 , 1953.
^  The Houma C o u r ie r , O c tober 20 , 1953.
^  The M orning A d v o ca te , O ctober 20 , 1953.
^  I b i d . , O ctober 21, 1953.
72 h . L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n te r v ie w  June 23 , 1970; Henry P e l e t  
i n t e r v i e w ,  F eb ru a ry  29, 1972.
c o l l e c t i v e l y  . . . , "  so u g h t  an  i n j u n c t i o n  i n  th e  1 7 th  J u d i c i a l
D i s t r i c t  o f  L o u is ia n a  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  b e in g  e v ic te d  from
73p l a n t a t i o n  h o u se s .  Judge P. David M a rt in e z  found in  f a v o r  
o f  Godchaux S u g a rs ,  I n c .  and Southdown a g a i n s t  f i f t e e n  s t r i k i n g  
w o r k e r s ,7t  ̂ who c la im ed  grow ers  had e v ic te d  them in  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  th e  Sugar A c t.  The p l a i n t i f f s ,  who a p p e a le d  to  th e  f e d e r a l  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  r e c e iv e d  a h e a r in g  o f  t h e i r  c ase  on O ctober 28, 
1 9 5 3 .7® F e d e ra l  D i s t r i c t  Judge H e rb e r t  C h r i s t e n b e r r y , i n  
deny ing  th e  p e t i t i o n ,  r u le d  t h a t :  "The C ourt i s  o f  th e  view
t h a t  a f e d e r a l  q u e s t io n  has n o t been s u f f i c i e n t l y  a l l e g e d  to
w a r ra n t  t h i s  c o u r t Ts t a k i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n . ” He p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  
" th e  co m p la in t  does n o t  s t a t e  a c la im  on which th e  c o u r t  can 
g r a n t  r e l i e f . ”7® H. L. M i t c h e l l  d id  n o t  f e e l  th e  c o u r t  a c t i o n ,  
w hich had d e la y ed  t h e  e v i c t i o n s  f o r  a t im e ,  was a com plete  
l o s s , 77 bu t one cane c o u n try  new spaper r a n  th e  h e a d l in e :  
" P l a n t e r s  Can E v ic t  S t r i k e r s  Says J u d g e ." '7® S h e r i f f s  in
The M orning A d v oca te , O ctober 21 , 1953.
7L̂  The L afo u rch e  Comet, O ctober 29 , 1953.
7® The Times P ic a y u n e , O ctober 21, 1953; The I te m ,
O ctob er  20 , 1953; The Morning A d v o c a te , O c to ber  21 , 1953.
7® The Times P ic a y u n e , O c tob er  29, 1953; The D a ily
A d v e r t i s e r , i b i d . ;  The L afourche  Comet, i b i d .
77 H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v ie w ,  June 23, 1970.
7® The S t .  C h a r le s  H e ra ld , O c tober 31, 1953.
L afo u rche  and A ssum ption  p a r i s h e s  a t t r i b u t e d  a b a c k - to -w o rk  
f e e l i n g  in  th e  cane f i e l d s  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n . 79
In  th e  p ropaganda  c o n te s t  t h a t  accompanied th e  p l a n ­
t a t i o n  w o r k e r s 1 s t r i k e ,  b o th  l a b o r  and management u ndo ub ted ly  
s l a n t e d  t h e i r  v e r s io n  o f  e v e n t s ,  f o r  th e  a c c o u n ts  a r e  n o t  
c o m p a t ib le .  The NAWU c la im ed  th e  s t r i k e  was a t i g h t l y  o rg a n ­
iz e d  movement t h a t  was p i c k i n g  up momentum and new a d h e re n ts  
d a i l y  and t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  p l a n t e r s  would be fo rc e d  to  
r e c o g n iz e  th e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  L oca l 317 among s u g a r  w o rk e rs .  
R e p o r ts  from t h e  p l a n t e r s ,  ch an n e led  th ro u g h  r e l e a s e s  by th e  
American Sugar Cane L eague, p la y e d  down t h e  e x t e n t  o f  th e  
s t r i k e  w i th  r e p o r t s  o f  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  o p e r a t io n  and a growing 
b a ck - to -w o rk  movement by l a b o r e r s  on t h e  v a r io u s  p l a n t a t i o n s .  
During t h e  f i r s t  week o f  th e  s t r i k e ,  g row ers  a d m it te d  t h a t  
th e  s t r i k e  slowed down cane h a r v e s t i n g  b u t  t h a t  g r in d in g  in  
t h e  m i l l s  c o n t in u e d  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  b e ca u se  o f  r e t u r n i n g  
s t r i k e r s ,  h i r e d  r e p la c e m e n ts ,  and a s s i s t a n c e  from fa rm e rs  
n o t  a f f e c t e d  by th e  s t r i k e .  G i l b e r t  D urb in  o f  t h e  Sugar Cane 
League r e p o r t e d  s t r i k e r s  r e t u r n i n g  " in  d ro v e s "  and added: 
"Even i f  a l l  t h e  u n io n Ts members went on s t r i k e  th e y  s t i l l  
c o u ld n Tt  s to p  us from h a r v e s t i n g  t h i s  c r o p . "^9
79 The M orning A d v o c a te . November 6 , 1953.
The Times P ic a y u n e . O c to ber  1 3 , 1 4 , 21 , 24 , 1953; 
The Houma C o u r i e r . O c to b e r  13 , 1953; The I te m , O ctober 20,
22, 1953; The M orning A d v o c a te , O c tob er  1 4 ,  17 , 1953.
The propaganda a s p e c t s  o f  th e  s t r i k e  in c r e a s e d  in  
tempo a f t e r  th e  a p p ea ra n c e  o f  an a r t i c l e  i n  Time c a l l e d  ,TCane 
M u t in y ."  The n a t i o n a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  news weekly n o t  on ly  
quo ted  g ro w e rs 1 p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s u b s id i e s  
f o r  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  a d v e r t i s e m e n ts  p r e d i c t i n g  
v i c t o r y  i n  th e  e n c o u n te r  w i th  th e  u n io n .  Time p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  
f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  th e  s t r i k e r s  were b la c k ,  t w o - t h i r d s  were i l l i ­
t e r a t e ,  s e v e r a l  spoke no E n g l i s h ,  and most l i v e d  in  company 
houses  ("some o f  them h o v e l s ,  some a d e q u a te " )  and t r a d e d  a t  
th e  company s t o r e .  They g a th e re d  a t  Masonic lo d g es  and 
b u r i a l  s o c i e t y  h a l l s  w a i t i n g  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  and an end t o  th e  
s t r i k e .  The a r t i c l e  c o n t in u e d :  " A f te r  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  p r e ­
c a r io u s  e x i s t e n c e  on t h e  b ig  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  th e  cane w orkers  
w ere o u t  on an o rg a n iz e d  s t r i k e . "  I n d i c a t i n g  w id esp read  
s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  un ion  from th e  C a th o l ic  Church and o rg a n iz e d  
l a b o r ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  quo ted  F a th e r  Twomey: "The w orkers  a r e
a p p a r e n t ly  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  w h a tev e r  r i s k s  a r e  in v o lv e d  to  f r e e ,  
i f  n o t  th e m s e lv e s ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  from t h i s  e n v iro n ­
m ent. " 81
The Cane League e x e c u t iv e  com m ittee , which v o ted  unan-
o p
im ously  n o t  t o  respond  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  i n  Time, i n s t e a d  pushed
81 "Cane M u tin y ,"  Time. LXII (November 2 ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  26.
O p
American Sugar Cane League, M inutes o f  E x e c u tiv e  
Committee M ee tin g ,  November 6, 1953, 3 ,  t h e  Sugar A rc h iv e s ,  
M ic ro f i lm  r e e l  11.
i t s  own v i t u p e r a t i v e  a t t a c k  on th e  NAWU. E n t i t l e d  "The I s s u e , "  
t h i s  a t t a c k  f i r s t  appea red  in  t h e  p r e s s  on O ctober 22 , 1953. 
T re a te d  i n  th e  s m a l l e r  p a p e rs  a s  a p a id  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  th e  
s t ro n g ly -w o rd e d  r e l e a s e  l i s t e d  th e  u s u a l  a rgum ents o f  th e  Cane 
League b u t  w i th  c o n s id e ra b ly  more i n v e c t i v e .  The a u th o r  used  
e x p re s s io n s  such  as  "m anufactu red  i n  Moscow . . . A l ia s  Hank 
Hasiwar . . . s o - c a l l e d  l a b o r  u n ion  . . . un ion  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
. . . / a n d /  c o n v ic te d  bank ro b b e r  and e x - c o n v i c t , "  to  d e s c r ib e  
H asiw ar , F e l ix  Dugas, and th e  id e o lo g y  o f  th e  NAWU.®^
B esides  h a v in g  to  contend  w i th  a Cane League p u b l i c i t y
ORcampaign t h a t  H. L. M i t c h e l l  r e a d i l y  ad m its  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  ^ 
t h e  un ion  r e c e iv e d  a d r e s s i n g  down in  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  columns 
o f  th e  l o c a l  p r e s s  t h a t  was o f t e n  l e s s  th a n  f r i e n d l y .  For 
t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  i s s u e s  a Bayou L afo u rch e  weekly c r i t i c i z e d  
th e  un ion  f o r ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a l a c k  o f  s u c c e s s .  "The 
su g a r  cane c rop  h e re  w i l l  be h a r v e s t e d — s t r i k e  o r  n o t  I "  th e  
e d i t o r  s a i d .  "So f a r  t h in g s  h e re  a r e  n o t  even bad enough to  
d e c l a r e  an emergency and c a l l  f o r  v o lu n te e r s  t o  a id  t h e  fa rm ers  
. . . . "  On th e  q u e s t io n  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  t h e  u n io n ,  he d e c la r e d
83 Assum ption P io n e e r , November 6 , 1953, summarized 
th e  a r t i c l e  on page 1 and ra n  a f iv e -c o lu m n  box c o n ta in in g  th e  
com plete  r e l e a s e  in  a n o th e r  s e c t i o n ;  Houma C o u r ie r , O ctober
27 , 1953.
8^ H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v ie w  June 23, 1970, t h in k s  
t h a t  a p u b l i c i t y  man who had worked f o r  t h e  A sso c ia te d  Farm ers 
in  C a l i f o r n i a  a s s i s t e d  G i l b e r t  D urbin i n  L o u is ia n a  d u r in g  th e  
s t r i k e .
"THAT WILL NEVER BE. With th e  c o n tin u e d  h e lp  o f  t h e  L ord , th e  
c ro p  w i l l  be h a rv e s te d  on s c h e d u l e . "  And, a d d in g  a p a r t i n g  
word abou t th e  w o rk e rs ,  he p ro c la im e d :  "They . . . have m issed
. . . g e t t i n g  some o f  th e  h i g h e s t  h a r v e s t i n g  wages e v e r  p a id
85. . . The f o l lo w in g  week t h e  e d i t o r  s a id  t h a t  " . . .  no
o u t s id e  o r  i n s i d e  goons w i l l  e v e r  make us s to p  w ork ing  when we
O C
so d e s i r e  o r  s c a r e  us w i th  t h r e a t s  o r  r e p r i s a l s . "  u
Keeping t r a c k  o f  th e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  in  th e  p r e s s  
a f t e r  th e  end o f  th e  second week became i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  
b ecau se  o f  th e  l a r g e  number o f  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r e p o r t s .  Some­
tim e s  what was n o t  s a id  o f f e r e d  a b e t t e r  c lu e  t o  what a c t u a l l y  
happened th a n  what xvas m en tion ed . But Cane League r e l e a s e s  
d u r in g  t h e  l a s t  week o f  O ctober c o n ta in e d  much t h a t  must have 
been d is c o u r a g in g  to  l a b o r  l e a d e r s .  D urbin  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
r e t u r n i n g  s t r i k e r s ,  l a b o r e r s  from o u t s i d e  th e  s t r i k e  a r e a ,  and 
s t r i k e  b re a k e r s  m a in ta in e d  th e  h a r v e s t  and k e p t  m i l l s  ru n n in g  
n e a r  f u l l  c a p a c i t y . ^7 At th e  end o f  t h e  month t h e  un ion  
c la im ed  t h a t  2 ,000 men were s t i l l  on s t r i k e ;  th e  Cane League 
s a id  o n ly  1 ,000  rem ained  away from w ork .^^  P o in t in g  o u t  t h a t
The Assum ption P i o n e e r . O c to ber  23, 1953.
^  I b i d . ,  O ctober 30, 1953.
^  The Times P ic a y u n e . O c tob er  22 , 1953; I t e m . O c tob er
22, 1953.
^  Ibid.. October 30, 1953.
th e  e n t i r e  l a b o r  f o r c e  in  t h e  s u g a r  in d u s t r y  t o t a l e d  45 ,0 00 , 
Durbin  doubted  t h a t  a l l  3 ,000  un ion  members on s t r i k e  would
o n
h a l t  t h e  h a r v e s t i n g .  Union f i g u r e s  show an i n c r e a s e  i n  th e
number o f  s t r i k e r s  from 1 ,200  th e  f i r s t  day , to  1 ,600  by th e
m idd le  o f  t h e  f i r s t  week, and t o  2 ,000  a f t e r  400 w orkers  from
t h e  L a b a d ie v i l l e  a re a  jo in e d  in  on O ctober  20 , 1 9 5 3 . ^  NAWU
P r e s i d e n t  M i t c h e l l  f le w  to  L o u is ia n a  from W ashington f o r  a
tw o-day  t o u r  o f  th e  s t r i k e  a re a  a t  ab o u t  t h i s  t im e  and
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  n i n e t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  r e g u l a r  employees a t  th e
b i g - f o u r  p l a n t a t i o n s  rem ained  on s t r i k e .  S t r i k e  b r e a k e r s
from M i s s i s s i p p i  and Alabama a lo n e  rem ained i n  t h e  f i e l d s
c u t t i n g  what l i t t l e  cane was b e in g  c u t ,  he s a i d ,  c o n t r a d i c t i n g
H asiw ar*s s t a te m e n t  t h a t  t h e  newly a r r i v e d  l a b o r e r s  r e fu s e d
91to  work a f t e r  th e y  le a r n e d  o f  t h e  s t r i k e .
The NAWU a t te m p te d  t o  c o u n te r  th e  damning c h a rg es  o f  
th e  Cane L e a g u e d  "The I s s u e "  w i th  i t s  own "A Reply from th e  
Cane F i e ld  W o rk e rs ."  The un ion  r e f u t e d  th e  ch a rg es  p o i n t  by 
p o i n t .  I t  t r a c e d  t h e  f u t i l e  a t t e m p ts  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i th  th e  
cane  g row ers  who assumed t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  had been 
den ied  th e  r i g h t  to  o rg a n iz e  and b a rg a in  c o l l e c t i v e l y .  The
^  M orning A d v o ca te , O c to ber  28 , 1953; Times P icayune  
O c to b e r  28 , 1953.
^  Times P ic a y u n e , O c tober 21 , 1953; I te m , O ctober 21
1953.
^  Morning Advocate, October 25, 1953.
union  c la im ed  t h a t  Hank H a s iw a r’s in d ic tm e n t  f o r  a l l e g e d  a n t i ­
t r u s t  v i o l a t i o n s  w i th  th e  s t r a w b e r ry  l o c a l  d id  n o t  i n d i c a t e  
g u i l t .  I t  a l s o  no ted  t h a t  c a l l i n g  F e l ix  Dugas a c o n v ic te d  bank 
ro b b e r  and a hardened  c r im in a l  c r e a te d  an i n c o r r e c t  im p re s s io n .  
A u t h o r i t i e s  c o n v ic te d  NAWU member F e l i x  Dugas a s  "an immature 
y o u th "  f o r  im p l i c a t io n  in  a ro b b e ry ,  b u t  h i s  p a r e n t s  r e s t o r e d  
a l l  th e  money, th e  un ion  s a i d .  Denying t h a t  i t  had " b r a i n ­
washed" un io n  members, t h e  NAWU claim ed t h a t  i t s  a l l - d a y  un ion  
m ee tin g s  k e p t  members from becoming in v o lv e d  in  any v i o l e n t  
a c t s . ^
A s s o c ia t in g  o n e ’s opponent w i th  Communism d u r in g  t h e  
McCarthy Era o f t e n  b rou gh t f o r c e f u l  r e p r i s a l s ,  and th e  Ameri­
can Sugar Cane League used th e  t a c t i c  in  i t s  a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  NAWU d u r in g  t h e  1953 su g a r  s t r i k e .  Of a l l  th e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
s t a te m e n ts  made d u r in g  th e  s t r i k e  none produced  more c o n t r o ­
v e rsy  o r  h e a te d  r e j o i n d e r  th a n  th e  ch arg e  by t h e  League t h a t  
L oca l 317 r e c e iv e d  a id  from a C om m unis t-fron t o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
G i l b e r t  Durbin s a id  t h a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  S h a r e c r o p p e r s ’ Fund,
I n c . ,  lo n g  t im e  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  u n io n ,  had been c i t e d  a s  a 
Communist f r o n t  by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  s t a t e  s e n a t e ’s f a c t - f i n d i n g  
com m ittee  on un-Am erican a c t i v i t i e s .  A lthough  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  
i n  r e p l y ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  den ied  most o f  D u rb in ’s c h a rg e s ,  he
92 The Times P ic a y u n e , O c tober 29, 1953; The New 
O rlean s  S t a t e s , O ctober 28 , 1953.
cou ld  n o t  e r a d i c a t e  i t s  i n i t i a l  im p a c t .  "Some u n m it ig a te d  
l i a r  may have made t h e  s ta te m e n t  t o  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t i v e  
com m ittee  t h a t  t h i s  c h a r i t a b l e  fund was o p e ra te d  by th e  
Com m unists,"  M i t c h e l l  s t a t e d .  "But Mr. D urbin  has no r i g h t  
t o  r e p e a t  . . . t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s . "  P o in t in g  o u t  t h a t  th e  
chairm an o f  th e  fu n d , F rank  Graham, was a fo rm er U n ited  S t a t e s  
s e n a t o r  from N orth  C a r o l in a ,  M i t c h e l l  added t h a t  D urbin " . . . 
s h a l l  be c a l l e d  t o  acc o u n t  in  a c o u r t  o f  law a s  soon as  i t  i s  
p h y s i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a t t o r n e y s  to  p r e p a r e  and f i l e  th e
»t93n e c e s s a ry  p a p e r s . "  J
Graham, who demanded an  apo logy  from th e  Cane League, 
d isavowed any a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  Communists and s a id  th e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l ’s o f f i c e  had n e v e r  l i s t e d  t h e  N a t io n a l  S h a r e c r o p p e r s ’ 
Fund as  a s u b v e r s iv e  g r o u p .9^ At f i r s t  r e f u s in g  to  comment on 
th e  i s s u e ,  Durbin l a t e r  r e p l i e d  to  Graham’s t e le g ra m  b u t  d id  
n o t  a p o lo g iz e  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  c o m m itte e 's  
f i n d i n g s . 93 In  r e p e a t i n g  h i s  ch a rg es  a g a i n s t  th e  fu n d , Durbin 
l a t e r  s a i d :  "F ra n k ly  we do n o t  know th e  r e a l  o b j e c t i v e  beh in d
The New O rlean s  I te m , O c tober 25, 1953; Times 
P ic a y u n e , O c to ber  2*4, 1953; D aily  A d v e r t i s e r , O c tober 24 ,
1953; Morning A d v o c a te , O c tober  24, 1953; D o n a ld so n v i l le  
C h ie f , O c tober 30, 1953; H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  news r e l e a s e ,
O ctober 25 , 1953, STFU, 69:1337b.
9^ The Times P ic a y u n e , O c to ber  28 , 1953; I te m ,
O ctober 26 , 1953.
93 The Times P ic a y u n e , O ctober 26 , 27 , 1953; Donald­
s o n v i l l e  C h ie f , O c tob er  30 , 1953.
the  s t r i k e , "  and he s p e c u la te d  t h a t  a s t r i k e  w reck in g  th e  su g a r  
economy would "undou b ted ly  cau se  much d e l i g h t  beh ind  th e  i r o n  
c u r t a i n . "96
L i t t l e  v io le n c e  o r  f o r c e f u l  i n t i m i d a t i o n  o c c u r re d  d u r in g  
t h e  1953 p l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s T s t r i k e ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  p h y s i c a l  
c la s h e s  made i t  more th a n  a mere c o n t e s t  o f  economic and l e g a l  
m a t t e r s .  H. L. M i t c h e l l ' s  somewhat e x a g g e ra te d  t e le g ra m  to  
th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  two days a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e  began s t a t e d  
t h a t  armed s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s ,  d e p u t iz e d  p l a n t a t i o n  fo rem en , and 
s h e r i f f ' s  d e p u t i e s  in  Assum ption P a r i s h  invaded  w o r k e r s ’ home 
and used  f o r c e  and v io le n c e  t o  d r i v e  l a b o r e r s  t o  t h e  f i e l d s . 9? 
M i tc h e l l  asked  t h e  J u s t i c e  D epartm ent t o  i n q u i r e  w h e th e r  th e  
s t a t e  p o l i c e  had a s s i s t e d  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  s e r v in g  e v i c t i o n  
n o t i c e s .  S t a t e  P o l i c e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  F r a n c i s  Grevemberg r e p o r te d  
t h a t  h i s  men were m ere ly  e n f o r c in g  t h e  law and p a t r o l l i n g ,  " in  
c a se  o f  v io le n c e ." ^ ®  Sugar grow er C h a r le s  F a rw e l l  l a b e le d  th e  
u n ion  ch a rg es  " f a l s e  and l i b e l o u s . "99 Jo sep h  N e lso n ,  a l a b o r e r  
from L a b a d ie v i l l e  who was f i r e d  and e v i c t e d  f o r  h i s  u n io n  a c t i ­
v i t y ,  found a jo b  on a sm a ll  farm  owned by Angelo R usso , and
^  Assumption P io n e e r ,  O c tober  30, 1953.
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  te le g r a m  t o  H e rb e r t  B row ne ll ,  O ctober
14, 1953, STFU, 69 :1336 ; The M orning A d v o c a te , O ctober 15 , 1953.
9^ The Morning A d v o ca te , O c to b e r  15 , 1953; The D a ily
A d v e r t i s e r , O c tober 15 , 1953.
The Morning Advocate, October 16, 1953.
th e  NAWU he lped  him move h i s  b e lo n g in g s  t o  h i s  new home. A ccord ing  
t o  un ion  a c c o u n ts ,  C la re n c e  Savo ie  and a depu ty  s h e r i f f  fo llo w ed  
th e  t r u c k  c a r r y i n g  N e lso n ’s househo ld  b e lo n g in g s ,  and s e v e r a l  
days l a t e r  Russo f i r e d  N elson a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  John T h ib a u t ,  
son o f  th e  Glenwood M i l l  m anager, who s a i d  he would n o t  g r in d  
R u ss o ’s cane u n le s s  he f i r e d  N elson .
C la ren ce  Savo ie  e x p re ssed  s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e  e x te n t  o f  
un ion  i n f lu e n c e  e a r l y  in  th e  s t r i k e .  "We’ve n e v e r  seen  any­
t h i n g  l i k e  i t , "  he s a i d .  He a d m it te d  r e s t r i c t i n g  c r e d i t  o f  
s t r i k e r s  a t  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  s t o r e ,  bu t  he den ied  c u t t i n g  o f f  
w a te r ,  g a s ,  and e l e c t r i c i t y .  "They d o n ’t  want t o  s t r i k e , "
Savo ie  s a i d ,  "b u t  th e y  a r e  s c a re d  o f  what m ight happen to  them.
I ’m a g a i n s t  a l l  u n i o n s , "  he added b e fo r e  d i s c u s s i n g  F e l ix  
Dugas, h i s  nephew by m a r r ia g e ,  who had jo in e d  t h e  N A W U . " A  
boy caused  a l l  t h i s  t r o u b l e .  F e l i x  Dugas i s  th e  cause  o f  i t  
a l l ,  bo rn  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  p lay e d  b a l l  w i th  th e  o t h e r s .  He 
le d  th e  p o o r  p e o p le  w ro ng ,"  Savo ie  went on. " I  c o u ld n ’t  
r e c o g n iz e  him. I f  h i s  un ion  sho u ld  w in , I ’d go o u t  o f  b u s i ­
n e s s . "  A fa m ily  o u t c a s t ,  F e l ix  se rv e d  two y e a r s  in  p r i s o n  
f o r  a bank ro b b ery  in  194-7 f o l lo w in g  h i s  d i s c h a rg e  from m i l i ­
t a r y  s e r v i c e .  He l a t e r  had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i n d in g  and h o ld in g
O l iv e r  P i l a t ,  New York P o s t , November 10, 1953,
D ro le t  Scrapbook .
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a .job, and in  J u l y ,  1953, came t o  a un ion  m ee tin g  in  L abad ie -  
v i l l e  and asked  t o  become a member. Because he was S a v o ie 's  
nephew, L oca l 317 o f f i c i a l s  s u s p e c te d  t h a t  he was a spy and 
h e s i t a t e d  ab o u t g iv in g  him a membership b u t to n  u n t i l  F a th e r  
H arry Maloney su g g e s te d  he be a llo w ed  t o  j o i n . 102
As i f  t o  e x o n e ra te  cane grow ers from any blame f o r  
v io le n c e  o r  i n t i m i d a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  s t r i k e ,  one p l a n t e r  
s t a t e d :  "We a r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  any v io le n c e ,
so i f  any o c cu rs  i t  w i l l  be on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  u n i o n .  "1-03 
G i l b e r t  Durbin o f  th e  Cane League c la im ed  t h a t  th e  NAWU o a th  
i t s e l f  encouraged  a p r o p e n s i ty  f o r  v io le n c e .  101* During th e  
f i r s t  week o f  th e  s t r i k e  S h e r i f f  Fernand R ich a rd  o f  Assumption 
P a r i s h  a r r e s t e d  E rn e s t  Brown and E rn e s t  Robinson f o r  t h r e a t ­
e n in g  th e  l i f e  o f  Lloyd C a r t e r ,  Brown's nephew, i f  he went to  
w ork .10^ S e v e ra l  days l a t e r  S h e r i f f  R icha rd  a d m it te d  some 
doubt w h e ther  an a c t u a l  t h r e a t  was in te n d e d ,  and r e l e a s e d  th e  
men who went back  to  w o rk .10® Assum ption a u t h o r i t i e s  a r r e s t e d  
Johnny T il lm a n ,  a b la c k  who had worked f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a t  Cedar
102 U n i d e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n .d .  /1 9 5 3 7 ,  i n  D ro le t  
Scrapbook .
103 The Morning A d v o ca te , O ctober 17 , 1953.
The Houma C o u r ie r , O c tober  16 , 1953.
The M orning A d v o ca te , O c to b e r  17 , 1953.
100 i b i d . , O c to ber  21 , 1953; The Times P ic a y u n e , 
O c tob er  21 , 1953.
Grove P l a n t a t i o n  n e a r  L a b a d ie v i l l e ,  and k e p t  him in  j a i l  in  
N a p o le o n v i l le  f o r  " . . .  l y i n '  in  w a i t  and t h r e a t e n i n T" s t r i k e ­
b r e a k e r s  from M i s s i s s i p p i .  Even b a i l  money s e n t  by th e  NAWU 
d id  n o t  s e c u r e  T il lm an *s  im m ediate r e l e a s e  because  o f  c o n fu s io n  
a b o u t  h i s  t r u e  i d e n t i t y .  P rom is ing  t o  r e t u r n  to  work in  
exchange f o r  h i s  r e l e a s e ,  T il lm an  in s t e a d  exposed th e  p r e s s u r e  
t a c t i c ,  t h e  NAWU s a i d . ^ ^  Two f a m i l i e s  a t  nearby  B e l le  Rose 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  u n io n  members t o l d  them to  go on s t r i k e  by a 
c e r t a i n  day " . . .  o r  w atch  o u t  f o r  your c h i ld r e n  in  th e  
f u t u r e . "  An o ld  man who had worked f o r t y  y e a r s  on th e  same 
Assum ption P a r i s h  p l a n t a t i o n  r e f u s e d  t o  go to  work d u r in g  th e  
s t r i k e  even w i th  a p o l i c e  gu a rd . "Huey Long had p r o t e c t i o n  
t o o , "  he s a i d ,  "bu t he go t k i l l e d  j u s t  th e  sam e."  O th e rs  s a id  
t h a t  u n io n  members made t h r e a t e n i n g  phone c a l l s  e a r l y  in  th e  
m orn ing . News r e p o r t e r s  who to u re d  th e  a re a  r e p o r t e d  no v i s i ­
b le  i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  s t r i k e r s  o r  d e n ia l  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  
b u t  p e rh a p s  su g a r  grow ers had conducted  them on a Potemkin t o u r .
The o n ly  s h o o t in g  i n c i d e n t  d u r in g  th e  s t r i k e  o c c u r re d  
i n  Houma on O ctober  22 when men l y in g  i n  ambush f i r e d  two s h o t ­
gun b l a s t s  a t  a t r u c k  t r a n s p o r t i n g  w orkers  t o  t h e  Southdown 
r e f i n e r y .  A. P. P r e je a n ,  s h e r i f f  o f  T errebonne  P a r i s h ,  r e p o r t e d
^-07 O l iv e r  P i l a t ,  " T e r ro r  i n  th e  B ayous,"  The New 
York P o s t , November 9 , 1953, i n  D ro le t  Scrapbook.
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t h a t  August C o l e s t i n ,  Dyis C a s t l e ,  and J u l i u s  Moore, a l l  o f  
M e c h a n ic s v i l l e ,  when th e y  were f i r e d  upon a t  ll:*4-5 p .m . ,  
s u f f e r e d  minor f l e s h  wounds as th e y  were r i d i n g  a lo n g  Highway 
70 in  a t r u c k  d r iv e n  by C. McPherson. Southdown o f f e r e d  $500 
rew ard f o r  in fo rm a t io n  l e a d in g  to  th e  a r r e s t  and c o n v ic t io n  o f  
t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  and P re je a n  added: "Up to  t h i s  tim e  we have
had no t r o u b l e .  But i f  t h a t ’s th e  way th e y  want i t ,  t h a t Ts th e  
way t h e y ’l l  g e t  i t . "  Governor R obert  Kennon i s s u e d  a s t a te m e n t  
p ro m is in g  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  and p r o p e r ty  t o  a l l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  which s i d e  o f  t h e  c o n tro v e r s y  th e y  were on. L a te r  P r e je a n  
a r r e s t e d  and charged  w ith  a t te m p te d  murder L e s te r  Gilmore 
(Talmore o r  G alm ore) , W ebster R o b e r tso n ,  Herman S te w a r t ,  and 
Jo sep h  Johnson , a l l  Negro s t r i k e r s ;  and Judge R obert  L o t t i n g e r  
s e t  b a i l  a t  $5,000 each . Johnson was a c t u a l l y  charged  w i th  
f i r i n g  b i r d s h o t  a t  t h e  t r u c k  from a c a r  pa rked  b e s id e  th e  
ro a d .  One newspaper s a id  e y e w itn e s se s  saw Johnson f i r e  th e  
s h o t s ,  and a Houma p a p e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r r e s t e d  men a d m it te d  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  A New York b a i l  bond co n ce rn  
p o s te d  b a i l  f o r  th e  f o u r  m e n . -^9
Toward th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  week o f  th e  s t r i k e  Reverend 
J .  C. P o in d e x te r ,  a Negro B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  o f  7716 P e a r l  S t r e e t  
i n  New O r le a n s ,  made p e r i o d i c  b r o a d c a s t s  o v e r  r a d io  s t a t i o n
1-09 Times P ic a y u n e , O c tober 29, 25, 1953; I te m , O c tob er
25, 1953; Houma C o u r ie r , O c tober 27 , 30 , 1953; Morning A d v o c a te , 
O c tober 25, 1953.
WBOK, c a l l i n g  on NAWU members t o  r e t u r n  to  work s in c e  th e  un ion
had made f a l s e  p r o m i s e s . T h e  f i f t y - y e a r - o l d  m i n i s t e r  o f
G r e a te r  P l e a s a n t  Green B a p t i s t  Church, when c o n f ro n te d  by
union men who th r e a te n e d  him w i th  r i d i c u l e  i f  he d id  n o t  s to p
h i s  b r o a d c a s t s ,  s t a t e d :  " I ’m no t a u n ion  b u s t e r  . . . .  I ’m
111sim p ly  t r y i n g  t o  h e lp  my p e o p le . "  The NAWU re p o r te d  t h a t  
a u n io n  d e le g a t io n  had g iv en  th e  p r e a c h e r  " . . .  h i s  b ap tism  
in  C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  and s o c i a l  p ro b le m s . " H 2  L a te r  when 
M i t c h e l l  so u g h t  a s s i s t a n c e  from Norman Thomas in  g e t t i n g  
American C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  Union fu n d s  t o  f i g h t  l e g a l  b a t t l e s ,  
he s a i d :  "Our f e l lo w s  had n o th in g  t o  do w i th  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s
. . . .  Negro l e a d e r s  o f  th e  ILA and T eam ste rs  Union were 
r e s p o n s i b l e .
F a th e r  D ro le t  r e tu r n e d  t o  L o u is ia n a  from h i s  fu n d ­
r a i s i n g  t o u r  in  t im e  t o  become em b ro iled  i n  a h e a te d  i n c i d e n t  
l a t e  in  th e  s t r i k e .  When W elton L e s t r i c k ,  a u n ion  w orker who 
had been p i s to l - w h ip p e d  in  th e  L afo u rche  P a r i s h  C o u rthou se , 
came t o  him f o r  a i d ,  D ro le t  d e c id ed  t o  sp eak  up in  h i s  u s u a l
E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  t e le p h o n e  r e p o r t  t o  NAWU, O ctober 
17 , 1953, STFU, 69 :1337a.
I l l  fpjie  M o v in g  A d v o c a te , O ctober 20 , 1953.
NAWU news r e l e a s e ,  O ctober 19 , 1953, STFU, 69:
1337a.
H3 l . Mitchell to Norman Thomas, November 12,
1953, STFU, 69:1339.
b lu n t  s t y l e .  A ccord ing  t o  D r o l e t ,  L e s t r i c k  had come to  T h ib o -  
daux to  pay a judgment a g a i n s t  h i s  b r o t h e r  who had been  j a i l e d  
fo l lo w in g  an a u to m o b ile  a c c i d e n t .  C h ie f  Deputy Eddie  J .  S te .  
M arie re c o g n iz e d  th e  u n io n  man and app ro ached  him s a y in g ,  ,,I Tm 
t i r e d  o f  you and t h e  u n i o n . ” Drawing h i s  p i s t o l ,  S t e .  M arie  
a l l e g e d l y  s t r u c k  L e s t r i c k  on th e  head  s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  c a u s in g  
s e v e r e  c u ts  and b le e d in g .  He th e n  o rd e re d  t h e  b la c k  man to  
c le a n  up in  t h e  washroom and to  l e a v e  L a fo u rch e  P a r i s h . '* ' '^
The f o l lo w in g  d ay , November 8 ,  a Sunday, F a th e r  D r o l e t ' s  sermon 
a t  nearby  S t .  C h a r le s  P a r i s h  d e s c r ib e d  t h e  b e a t in g  o f  L e s t r i c k .
He quoted  S te .  M arie  a s  s a y in g  t h a t  he would show who was
11 . . . k in g  o f  t h e  n ig g e r s  around  h e r e . ” S t a t i n g  h i s  r e a c t i o n  
to  th e  i n c i d e n t  i n  th e  second p e rs o n  so  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  cou ld  
b e t t e r  p l a c e  th e m se lv e s  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  L e s t r i c k ,  D ro le t  
c lo se d  w i th  a f a c e t i o u s  y e t  f o r c e f u l  comment on American L i f e :
You a r e  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  God h as  p la c e d  you
in  th e  la n d  o f  th e  f r e e ,  w here t h e  p o o r  en jo y
e q u a l  j u s t i c e  under t h e  law . I t Ts so  d i f f e r e n t  
h e re  from t h e  communist c o u n t r i e s  b e h in d  t h e  
I ro n  C u r ta in ,  where human d i g n i t y  i s  o u t r a g e d ,  
and human freedom s a r e  r u t h l e s s l y  t ra m p le d  
upon by g o d le s s  d i c t a t o r s  . . . .
The p r i e s t  se c u re d  m ed ica l  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  L e s t r i c k ' s  c u t  eye
and head and found a s a f e  p l a c e  f o r  him t o  h id e  u n t i l  he cou ld
^ O l iv e r  P i l a t ,  New York P o s t , November 1 0 , 1953, 
in  D ro le t  Scrapbook.
C a th o l i c  Labor O b s e rv e r , n . d .  /1 9 5 3 7 ,  i b i d .
1  -I  r
cou ld  move h i s  f a m i ly .  ^ L a te r  D ro le t  c o r r e c t e d  th e  im p re ss io n  
t h a t  a p l a n t a t i o n  depu ty  had b e a te n  th e  u n ion  man. The man 
r e s p o n s i b l e ,  he s a i d ,  was " th e  h ig h  s h e r i f f  o f  t h e  co u n ty .
His name, and I  am s o r r y  t o  say  i t ,  i s  Eddie S te .  M a r ie ,  a b ig  
and im p o r ta n t  man."-*--^
In  r e p l y  t o  t a l k  t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e  was h u r t i n g  sm a ll  
f a rm e rs ,  t h e  NAWU c la im ed  i t  was d i r e c t i n g  th e  s t r i k e  p r i m a r i l y  
a g a i n s t  th e  f o u r  l a r g e s t  su g a r  p ro d u c e rs  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  "The 
U n io n ,"  th e  NAWU s t a t e d ,  " i s  e n c o u ra g in g  w orke rs  who a re  
employed in  th e  g r i n d in g  m i l l s  t o  rem ain on th e  j o b ,  so t h a t  
sm a ll  f a r m e r s 1 c ro p s  may be s a v e d ."  The un ion  s a i d  t h a t  when 
th e  B ig-Four borrow ed u n ion  w orkers  from p l a n t a t i o n s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  
by th e  s t r i k e ,  th e y  e n la rg e d  th e  sco pe  o f  th e  s t r i k e . T h i s  
was n o t  t h e  com p le te  t r u t h ,  f o r  M i t c h e l l ’s  w i f e ,  w r i t i n g  to  a 
NAWU c o l le a g u e  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  s t a t e d :  " In  c a se  you g iv e  o u t
any o f  t h i s  in fo r m a t io n  -  do n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p a r t  ab o u t a l l  
t h e s e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  For p u b l i c i t y  p u rp o s e ,  we a r e  s t i c k i n g  to  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  w orke rs  a r e  s t r i k i n g  on t h e  *4 b i g  p l a n t a t i o n s . " H 9
U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  i b i d .
117 U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  d a t e l i n e  New Y ork, O ctober 
11, 195*4, i b i d .
Ilf* NAWU mimeographed news r e l e a s e ,  O ctober 15 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1336.
•^9 Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  O ctober 16,
1953, STFU, 69 :1337a .
Meanwhile Hasiwar in L o u is ia n a  prom ised  t h a t  L oca l 317 would
12Da s s i s t  any sm a ll  Farmer a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t e d  by th e  s t r i k e .
S h e r i f f  R icha rd  o f  Assum ption P a r i s h  s a id  t h a t  th e  s t r i k e
1 21h u r t  sm a l l  f a rm e rs ,  and G i l b e r t  D urbin  s u p p l ie d  th e  names 
o f  s e v e r a l  so a f f e c t e d  in  th e  N a p o le o n v i l le  a r e a . -*-22 Hasiwar 
s tu c k  t o  h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  th e  NAWU c a l l e d  o u t  on ly  t h e i r  members 
w ork ing  f o r  sm a ll  fa rm e rs  who had gone to  t h e  a id  o f  th e  Big- 
Four . 1 ^
On O ctober 16 , 1953, th e  NATO expanded th e  scope  o f
th e  p l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s 1 s t r i k e  by p l a c in g  te n  p i c k e t s  a t  th e
i  p  u.Godchaux r e f i n e r y  a t  Raceland in  L afou rche  Parish -* -^  t o  in fo rm
125f a c t o r y  w orke rs  o f  f i e l d  w o rk e r s 1 demands. P i c k e t s  handed
o u t  l e a f l e t s  en co u rag in g  f a c t o r y  w orkers  t o  j o i n  th e  NATO in  
o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g th e n  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n .  " I f  any u n io n iz e d  
s u g a r  f a c t o r y  w orkers  t a k e  t h e i r  s ta n d  w i th  u s , "  th e  l e a f l e t  
s t a t e d ,  "we w i l l  s t a n d  w i th  them u n t i l  th e y  g e t  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  
t o o . "  H asiw ar e s t im a te d  t h a t  t h r e e  hundred m i l l  w orkers  had
1-20 xhe Houma C o u r ie r , O c tob er  16 , 1953.
The Morning A d vo ca te , O c tober 21, 1953.
1 -^  The Times P ic a y u n e , O c tob er  19 , 1953.
123 Mo r n j ng A d voca te , O c tober 20, 1953; The Times
P ic a y u n e , O c tober 20, 1953; The D a i ly  A d v e r t i s e r , O ctober 19 , 
1953.
E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  te le p h o n e  r e p o r t  t o  NATO, O ctober 
17, 1953, STFU, 69 :1337a.
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l e f t  t h e i r  .jobs i n  s u p p o r t  o f  L oca l 317. Some o b s e rv e r s  th o u g h t
t ho move i n d i c a t e d  a s h i f t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e  from th e  f i e l d s  to  th e
s u g a r  m i l l s  in  th e  cane c o u n try  .-*-2 8
Four days a f t e r  t h e  p i c k e t i n g  began , Judge J .  Louis
W atkins o f  th e  1 7 th .  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  Court o f  L o u is ia n a  s ig n ed
a tem p o ra ry  o r d e r  r e s t r a i n i n g  members o f  th e  U n ited  Pack ing
House Workers o f  Am erica (CIO) from w a lk in g  o f f  t h e i r  jo b s  a t
th e  Southdown Sugars p l a n t  in  T errebonne  i n  sympathy w i th  th e
1 71f i e l d  w orke rs  s t r i k e .  The fo l lo w in g  day he r e s t r a i n e d  L ocal
317 from p i c k e t i n g  t h e  Southdown p l a n t  t h a t ,  t h e  company s a i d ,  
s u f f e r e d  ’’i r r e p a r a b l e  dam age."  The l a t t e r  o r d e r  named im por­
t a n t  u n ion  l e a d e r s  such  a s  H asiw ar, F rank  L a p e y r o le r i e ,  Joe 
G u id ry , F e l i x  Dugas, P au l  C h a is so n ,  and I r v i n g  P i c o u .128 On 
O ctober 30, Judge W atkins hea rd  e v id en ce  t o  d e c id e  w he ther  
th e  i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  p i c k e t i n g  sh o u ld  be made perm anen t. 
Southdown b ro u g h t  i n  w i tn e s s e s  t o  show i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  non­
un ion  members, and L o ca l  317 c la im ed  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p i c k e t
1 pq
was as  b a s i c  a s  th e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e . J W atkins g ra n te d  an
l 28 I b i d . , O c tober  17 , 1953; The Times P ic a y u n e ,
O ctob er  18 , 1953.
^ 2^ The Houma C o u r i e r , O ctober 20, 1953.
•*-28 I b i d . , O c to ber  23 , 1953.
•*-2^ The Morning A d v o ca te ., O c tober 31, 1953.
i n d e f i n i t e  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  a g a i n s t  Local 317.^30 M i t c h e l l  
com plained t h a t  h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  was based  on th e  id e a  t h a t  
p i c k e t i n g  was an i l l e g a l  c o n sp ira c y  s in c e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  
d id  n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  N a t io n a l  Labor R e la t io n s  Board j u r i s d i c ­
t i o n .  -^1
Judge W atkins r e v e a le d  t h a t  he had more th a n  a p a s s in g  
knowledge o f  and a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  th e  su g a r  i n d u s t r y .  He had 
l i v e d  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  (most o f  them on Southdown P l a n t a t i o n )  
"as  th e  son o f  an employee and as  an a c t u a l  employee f o r  b r i e f  
p e r i o d s . "  He acknowledged d i f f i c u l t y  in  b e in g  o b j e c t i v e :  "we
a r e  p la c e d  in  t h e  awkward, unhappy and ex trem e ly  d i f f i c u l t  
p o s i t i o n  o f  a t t e m p t in g  t o  draw a l i n e  o f  d em ark a tio n  betw een 
th e  te s t im o n y  in  th e  re c o rd  and ou r  own p e r s o n a l  knowledge 
. . . . / H / a r v e s t i n g  w i th o u t  p r o c e s s in g  i s  a s  u n th in k a b le  as  
l i b e r t y  w i th o u t  l a w . " ^ ^
In  S t .  John P a r i s h  t h e  s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  r e n d e re d  a 
s i m i l a r  r u l i n g  two days l a t e r  a g a i n s t  p i c k e t i n g  by L oca l  317 
a t  th e  Godchaux Sugars r e f in e ry , -* -^  and on November 5 , a r u l i n g
1-30 The L afourche  Comet, November 5 ,  1953.
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  P a t r i c k  E. Gorman, O c tober 28 , 
1953, STFU, 69:1337b.
Southdown S u g a rs ,  I n c . Vs. No. 1 5 .9 3 2 , I r v i n g  
P ico u  e t  a l . , 1 7 th . J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  
P a r i s h  o f  T e rreb o n n e ,  November 2 ,  1953, STFU, 69:1338.
1 ^ Godchaux S u g a rs ,  I n c . Vs. No. 30*1, Frank Lapey-  
r o l e r i e  e t  a l . ,  2 9 th .  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  S t a t e  o f  L o u is ­
i a n a ,  P a r i s h  o f  S t .  John th e  B a p t i s t ,  November *+, 1953, i b i d .
i n  L afou rche  P a r i s h  h a l t e d  p i c k e t i n g  a t  GodchauxTs R aceland  
r e f i n e r y . I n  th e  L afou rche  P a r i s h  p ro c e e d in g s ,  Judge Paul
D. M artin ez  hea rd  ev id e n ce  from Henry H asiw ar and from Roland 
Toups who t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  South  C oast had l o s t  from $7,500 to  
$8 , 0 0 0  s i n c e  th e  s t r i k e  s t a r t e d  and t h a t  h i s  company had l o s t
I O C
b u s in e s s  t o  p l a n t s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  by th e  s t r i k e .  The L o u is ia n a
Supreme C o u r t ,  on November 6 , r e f u s e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  a p p e a ls  b ro u g h t  
by th e  u n io n ;  th e  c o u r t  would n o t  ’’e x e r c i s e  i t s  s u p e r v i s o r y  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  o r d e r l y  p ro c e d u re  in  t r i a l  below
1 q c
e x c e p t  in  c a se s  o f  i r r e p a r a b l e  i n j u r y . ” Union a t t o r n e y s  
a rgued  t h a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  h ig h  c o u r t  sh o u ld  have h e a rd  th e  
c a se  b ecau se  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  v i o l a t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  
o f  un ion  members, a p p e l l a t e  p ro c e d u re s  were in a d e q u a te ,  and 
a p p e a ls  would ta k e  months b e f o r e  r e a c h in g  a h ig h e r  c o u r t . -^7
A rchb ishop  Rummel, who had so a c t i v e l y  a t te m p te d  to  
p r e v e n t  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s ’ s t r i k e  from becoming n e c e s s a r y ,  
worked to  s e t t l e  t h e  s t r i k e  a s  w e l l .  In  l a t e  O ctober he w ro te  
t o  clergym en in  th e  A rch d io cese  o f  New O r le a n s ,  r e q u e s t i n g
Godchaux S u g a r s , I n c . Vs. No. 1 0 ,6 7 2 , P au l 
C haisson  e t  a l . , 1 7 th .  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  S t a t e  o f  
L o u is ia n a ,  P a r i s h  o f  L a fo u rc h e ,  November 5 , 1953, i b i d .
i  q c
J-JJ The Morning A d v o c a te , November 6 , 1953.
The Houma C o u r i e r , November 6 , 1953.
1 3 7  —  ____
C. Pau l B arker  t o  Fred  P ip e r  / P i e p e r / ,  November 
8 , 1953, STFU, 69:1338.
t h a t  Sunday, November 1 ,  1953, be a day o f  s p e c i a l  p r a y e r  f o r  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  s t r i k e . 138 In  a l e t t e r  re a d  in  a l l  C a th o l ic  
Churches on th e  day d e s ig n a te d  f o r  p r a y e r  t o  end th e  s t r i k e ,  
he t o l d  p a r i s h i o n e r s :  "D iv ine  gu id an ce  and a id  w i l l  b r in g
abou t th e  m a t e r i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  
and c h a r i t y ,  which a lo n e  can g u a ra n te e  e n d u r in g  p eace  i n  th e
i sq
s o c i a l  o r d e r . "
Meanwhile o t h e r  C a th o l ic  g roups such  a s  t h e  C a th o l i c  
Committee o f  th e  South , Holy Name S o c ie ty ,  and th e  C h r i s t i a n  
Fam ily Movement a l l  p ro v id ed  food packages  o r  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
th e  f a m i l i e s  o f  men on s t r i k e . 1^0 Reverend R o b e r t  G u s te ,  
A s s i s t a n t  P a s to r  o f  S t .  C e ce lia  P a r i s h  i n  New O r le a n s ,  o rg a n ­
iz e d  a m otorcade  to  d e l i v e r  food and c l o t h i n g  to  needy fam i­
l i e s  on s t r i k e .  1L|1  The New York P o s t  i n  November ran  a 
f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e ,  based  on m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e d  by L ocal 317, 
d e t a i l i n g  th e  h a rd s h ip s  endured  by un io n  m em b ers . l 1̂  Cash 
g r a n t s  such  a s  th e  $5,000 check  from t h e  U n ited  Auto W orkers,
133 Jo sep h  F ra n c is  Rummel t o  a l l  c lergym en i n  A rch­
d io c e s e  o f  New O r le a n s ,  O c tober 28 , 1953, JFR P a p e r s ,  "Farmers* 
U n io n ."
139 The Houma C o u r i e r , November 10 , 1953; The 
L afo u rch e  Comet, November 5 , 1953.
19-0 U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  D ro le t  Scrapbook .
1 4 1  The I te m . O ctober 28 , 1953.
O l iv e r  P i l a t ,  " B r o th e r ,  Can You Spare, a  D rink  o f  
W ater?"  The New York P o s t , November / l l 7 ,  1953, D ro le t  
Scrapbook .
combined w i th  t h e  l o c a l  a i d ,  made l i f e  more t o l e r a b l e  f o r  th o s e  
143on s t r i k e .
I n j u n c t io n s  posed a m ajo r p rob lem  f o r  th e  NAWU. H. L. 
M i t c h e l l  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  E. H. W illiam s o f  t h e  S t a t e  F e d e ra t io n  
o f  Labor u rg e  George Meany to  h e lp  f in a n c e  th e  l e g a l  s t r u g g l e  
t o  c l e a r  away t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  and to  c o n t in u e  o rg a n iz in g  work 
in  th e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y . M i t c h e l l  made s i m i l a r  demands o f  th e  
C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n . A n  NAWU a t t o r n e y  who d is c u s s e d  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u c c e s s  i n  o v e r tu r n in g  low er c o u r t  r u l i n g s  i n  
t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  Supreme C ourt s u b m it te d  a b i l l  f o r  $3,200 
t h a t  he knew t h e  un ion  co u ld  n o t  pay in  f u l l .  " I f  you were 
w e l l  h e e le d  we would c h a rg e  m o re ,"  he s a i d  i n  a l e t t e r  a sk in g  
th e  NAWU t o  pay what i t  cou ld  afford ."*’1*'̂
E n jo ined  by c o u r t  o r d e r  from p i c k e t i n g  o r  o th e rw is e  
p e r fo rm in g  i t s  f u n c t i o n  as  a l a b o r  u n io n ,  th e  NAWU c a l l e d  a
W a lte r  P. R e u th e r  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  O ctober 
23, 1953, STFU, 69 :1337b; See a l s o  p h o t o s t a t  copy o f  th e  UAW 
c h ec k , i b i d .
E. H. W illiam s to  George Meany, November 6 , 1953, 
STFU, 69 :1338 .
■*-4-5 H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  I r v i n g  Ferman, November 6 ,
1953, i b i d .
14-6 c .  P au l B arker  t o  F red  C. P ip e r  / P i e p e r / ,
November 8 , 1953, i b i d . ;  C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  "Legal P ro c ee d in g s  
to  d a t e ,  Sugar Workers S t r i k e , "  November 8 , 1953, i b i d . ;
C. P au l B a rk e r  t o  II. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November S, 1953, i b i d .
1M-7h a l t  to  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e r s 1 s t r i k e  on November 10 , 1953.
In a fo rc e fu l ly -w o rd e d  news r e l e a s e  composed m ain ly  by a t t o r ­
ney C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  t h e  NAWU urged  i t s  members t o  r e t u r n  t o  work 
"A lthough we f e e l  we have been b e tra y e d  by ou r  c o u r t s ,  th e  
s t r i k e  has succeeded  in  u n i f y in g  ou r  p e o p le  . . . .  The Union 
w i l l  c o n t in u e  t h i s  f i g h t .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  
w orkers  w i l l  go fo rw a rd .  The s u f f e r i n g  and s a c r i f i c e  o f  our 
p e o p le  w i l l  n o t  be in  v a in .  We w i l l  o rg a n iz e  and we w i l l  be
1 MO
r e c o g n iz e d ."  ' M i t c h e l l  in fo rm ed  Norman Thomas o f  t h e  s t r i k e ’ s 
end and o f  th e  J u s t i c e  D ep artm en t’s w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s e t t l e  th e  
a n t i - t r u s t  case  a g a i n s t  s t r a w b e r ry  L oca l 312 i f  H asiw ar and 
o t h e r s  p lea d ed  g u i l t y . 1 ^  He t o l d  a fo rm er NAWU o r g a n iz e r  in  
C a l i f o r n ia  t h a t  G a larza  would r e t u r n  to  th e  West C o a s t ,  t h a t  
t h e  s u g a r  l o c a l  would s u r v i v e ,  and t h a t  H asiw ar would rem ain 
in  L o u is ia n a  u n le s s  he was s e n t  to  j a i l  f o r  th e  s t r a w b e r ry  
s u i t . 1^0 The N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers Union cane f i e l d  
s t r i k e  had come t o  an ignom in ious end.
The L afourche  Comet. November 12 , 1953; The I te m , 
November 10 , 1953; The Houma C o u r i e r , November 10 , 1953;
The A ssum ption P i o n e e r , November 13 , 1953.
1^8 L oca l 317 mimeographed news r e l e a s e ,  November 9 , 
1953, STFU, 69:1339.
1^9 l . M i t c h e l l  t o  Norman Thomas, November 10,
1953, i b i d .
150 h . L. Mitchell to William Becker, November 12,
1953, ibid.
CHAPTER VI
CAUGHT BETWEEN THE AFL AND THE CIO--A BEAR 
BY THE TAIL AND CANTT LET GO
For t h e  N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers Union th e  days 
fo l lo w in g  th e  1953 cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  a f fo r d e d  tim e  f o r  
r e - e v a l u a t i o n ,  r e a d ju s tm e n t ,  and i n t r o s p e c t i v e  s o u l - s e a r c h i n g  
t o  d e te rm in e  what p r o s p e c t s  l a y  ahead f o r  th e  u n io n .  What 
w ent wrong? Why had t h e  s t r i k e  f a i l e d ?  S in c e  1953, answ ers 
t o  such q u e s t io n s  p ro v id e d  by un ion  and chu rch  l e a d e r s  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  e f f o r t  seem t o  em phasize  p l o t s  and 
c o n s p i r a c ie s  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s  and t o  o v e r lo o k  s a l i e n t  eco ­
nomic and p o l i t i c a l  p o i n t s .
NAWU P r e s i d e n t  H. L. M i tc h e l l  f e e l s  t h a t  p e rh a p s  th e  
su g a r  l o c a l  developed  so  q u ic k ly  t h a t  t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  
t im e  t o  m o b i l iz e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e rs ,  
b u t  F a th e r  V in c en t  O 'C onn e ll  m arv e ls  a t  t h e  amount o f  su p p o r t  
d e m o n s tra te d  by longshorem en and some o f  t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  u n io n s .^  Both men f e e l  t h a t  when Eddie  S u t to n ,  a CIO
H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w ,  June 23 , 
1970 , in  New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a .
p
V in c en t  O 'C o n n e l l ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  in te r v ie w  on A p r i l  
4 ,  1972 w i th  B ishop Jo sep h  V a th , M onsignor C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  
and F a th e r  O 'C o n n e ll  in  New O r le a n s .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  
O 'C o n n e l l ,  VPO in t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  4 , 1972; I b i d . .  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  
in te r v ie w  on Septem ber 1 1 , 1970, in  L a f a y e t t e ,  L o u is ia n a .
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P ack inghouse  Workers Union l e a d e r ,  c ro s se d  th e  NAWU p i c k e t  
l i n e  a t  t h e  Godchaux p l a n t  i n  R ace lan d , a l l  chances f o r  
s u c c e s s  in  th e  s t r i k e  v a n ish e d .  A ccord ing  t o  t h i s  v e r s i o n ,  
Godchaux Sugars  o f f i c i a l s  from New York had i n s t r u c t e d  i t s  
L o u is ia n a  p l a n t  managers t o  s ig n  a c o n t r a c t  w i th  t h e  NAWU 
b e fo r e  word o f  CIO men c r o s s in g  th e  p i c k e t  l i n e  caused  th e  
company t o  change i t s  p l a n s  abo u t s i g n in g  a c o n t r a c t . ^
T h is  s i m p l i s t i c  view ig n o re s  b o th  th e  i n j u n c t i o n s  and 
th e  u n io n ’s f a i l u r e  t o  h a l t  t h e  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  cane and s ty m ie  
t h e  s u g a r  o p e r a t io n .  O’C onnell  f e e l s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  th e  i n ju n c ­
t i o n s  t h e  s t r i k e  would have succeeded  i f  th e  v a r io u s  un io n  
e lem en ts  had worked t o g e t h e r .  He ad m its  now what he has a lw ays 
been r e l u c t a n t  to  s a y :  t h a t  he would have been a b le  to  m ain­
t a i n  t h e  u n i ty  and p r e v e n t  th e  CIO from c r o s s in g  NAWU p i c k e t  
l i n e s  had he n o t  been s e n t  t o  a new a ss ig n m en t l a t e  i n  1952. 
With T eam ste rs  Union c o o p e ra t io n ,  he s a i d ,  ” . . . n o t  a t r u c k  
would have moved . . . , "  and e v e n tu a l ly  th e  NAWU would have
I b i d . ; H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v ie w ,  June 23 , 1970;
H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  George Meany, November 10 , 1953, Box 69,
F o ld e r  1339 o f  S ou the rn  T enant Farm ers Union P a p e rs ,  S o u th e rn  
H is to ry  C o l l e c t i o n ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N orth  C a ro l in a ,  Chapel H i l l ,  
N orth  C a r o l in a .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  STFU, 69 :1339; H. L. 
M i t c h e l l ,  "The S t r i k e  o f  Sugar Cane P l a n t a t i o n  Workers in  
L o u i s i a n a , "  memorandum, /November, 19537, STFU, 69 :1390 ; Henry 
P e l e t ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  in te r v ie w  on F eb ru a ry  29, 1972 i n  T hibodaux , 
L o u is ia n a ,  f e e l s  t h a t  CIO w orkers  c ro s se d  th e  NAWU p i c k e t  l i n e  
becau se  th e y  had n o t  been t o l d  what th e  p i c k e t s  were t r y i n g  to  
a cc o m p lish .
ga in ed  r e c o g n i t i o n / 1' Such a c t i o n ,  had i t  been  fo r th c o m in g ,  
would have en co u n te re d  th e  l e g a l  en tan g lem en ts  o f  th e  i n j u n c ­
t i o n s  o r  th e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  A c t ’s r e s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  seco n d a ry  
b o y c o t t s ,  hence t h i s  e x p la n a t io n  i s  l e s s  th a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  a l s o .
O ther t h e o r i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d  c o n s p ira c y  p l o t s  
u s u a l ly  a s s o c i a t e  th e  s t r a w b e r ry  in d ic tm e n t  and th e  cane f i e l d  
i n j u n c t i o n s  w i th  th e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s  such  a s  J .  P.
Duhe, t h e  Cane League p r e s i d e n t ,  who was a chairm an o f  th e  
R epub lican  p a r t y  in  L o u is ian a .®  M i tc h e l l  and O’C onnell  th o u g h t  
t h a t  R ep u b lican  A tto rn e y  G enera l H e rb e r t  B row nell had p lay e d  
p o l i t i c s  w i th  i n f l u e n t i a l  fo rm er D i x i e c r a t s ,  e n c o u ra g in g  them 
t o  become L o u is ia n a  R epub lican s  by d ro p p in g  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  
b ig  o i l  companies w h i le  p r o s e c u t in g  th e  s t r a w b e r r y  l o c a l  f o r  
a n t i - t r u s t  v i o l a t i o n s  and s e c u r in g  i n j u n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  th e  
cane w orkers  lo c a l .®  T h is  e x p la n a t io n ,  t o o ,  assumes c o n s id ­
e r a b l e  u n i ty  on th e  p a r t  o f  s u g a r  grow ers and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  in  
v a r io u s  b ran ch es  o f  governm ent, b u t  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  b e l i e v a b l e .
Whether r a t i o n a l i z i n g  o r  o f f e r i n g  e x p la n a t io n s  t h a t  
j u s t i f i e d  c o n tin u e d  un ion  e f f o r t s ,  th e  NAWU had to  f a c e  s e r i o u s
^ V incen t O’C o n n e ll ,  VPO i n te r v ie w ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1972.
® M itc h e l  L e v i t a s ,  ’’D ix ie ,  1953: S la v e  o r  S t a r v e , ”
New York P o s t , O c tober 25 , 1953, in  Jerome D r o le t  Scrapbook.
® O’C o n n e ll ,  i n t e r v ie w ,  Septem ber 1 1 ,  1970; I b i d . ,
VPO i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  4 , 1972; H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  mimeographed 
news r e l e a s e ,  A p r i l  30, 1954, STFU, 69:1360.
and p r e s s i n g  f i n a n c i a l ,  l e g a l ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p rob lem s a t  
a t im e  when i t  was s t i l l  r e e l i n g  from t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e .  
C aring  f o r  u n io n  l e a d e r s  who had been  b l a c k l i s t e d  and e v ic te d  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  s t r i k e  r e q u i r e d  im m ediate  a t t e n t i o n .  The 
NAWU p lann ed  t o  u t i l i z e  a s  p a r t  t im e  o r g a n iz e r s  some members 
t h a t  t h e  C a th o l ic  Church had been u n a b le  t o  p l a c e  on jo b s .
By mid-November s u g a r  grow ers had begun t o  f i r e  w o rk e rs ,  b u t  
th e  C a th o l ic  Church q u ic k ly  to o k  a c t io n  t o  meet th e  c h a l l e n g e . ^
F a th e r  L ouis J .  Twomey, who headed th e  I n d u s t r i a l  
R e la t io n s  D epartm ent a t  Loyola U n i v e r s i t y ,  met on November 15 
w i th  l e a d e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Fam ily Movember, S t .  
V in c en t  de Pau l S o c i e ty ,  th e  Commission on Human R ig h ts  o f  th e  
C a th o l ic  Committee o f  t h e  S ou th , th e  Urban League, and l e a d e r s  
from th e  AFL and th e  CIO. E rn e s to  G a la rza  spoke to  th e  
g a th e r in g  and e x p la in e d  t h a t  some n in e ty - s e v e n  men, m o stly  
heads o f  f a m i l i e s  w i th  o v e r  600 d e p e n d e n ts ,  had been  f i r e d  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e .  Those who had n o t  been  b l a c k l i s t e d  
found j o b s ,  b u t  s i x t y  o r  s i x t y - f i v e  heads  o f  f a m i l i e s  r e q u i r e d  
tem p o ra ry  re fu g e  a t  u n io n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in  R ese rv e . Some commuted
7 H. L. M i tc h e l l . ,  "The S t r i k e _ o f  Sugar Cane P l a n t a t i o n  
Workers in  L o u i s i a n a ,"  /November, 1 9 5 3 / ,  STFU, 69:1340.
^ C. P au l B arker  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 13 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1339.
t o  jo b s  i n  New O rlean s  b u t  needed h e lp  in  l o c a t i n g  new homes 
in  th e  c i t y . ^  F rank  L a p e y r o le r ie  worked p a r t  t im e  c o n d u c t in g  
a su rv ey  f o r  th e  NAWU f o r  o v e r  a y e a r  b e f o r e  he found a jo b  
i n  R eserve  ru n n in g  a m otion  p i c t u r e  p r o j e c t o r ,  and Paul 
C h a is so n , w i th  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  F a th e r  Twomey, found an 
o r g a n i z e r s T jo b  w i th  a l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n .  Joe  Guidry 
rem ained w i th  th e  NAWU o r g a n iz in g  r i c e  m i l l s ,  b u t  when t h a t  
f a i l e d ,  he had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e t u r n i n g  to  h i s  fo rm er t e a c h in g  
p o s i t i o n  in  th e  L a f a y e t t e  a r e a . ^  In  December M i t c h e l l  was 
s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  common l a b o r  jo b s  w i th  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
companies f o r  b l a c k l i s t e d  NAWU members
J u s t  a s  th e  NAWU’s p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  
became u n te n a b le ,  t h e  u n io n  fa c e d  a c r i s i s  w i th  in d ic tm e n t  
p ro c e e d in g s  a g a i n s t  th e  s t r a w b e r ry  l o c a l  s c h e d u le d  f o r  
s e t t l e m e n t .  NAWU a t t o r n e y s  acknowledged t h e i r  weak c ase  
an d , i n  o r d e r  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  a n t i - t r u s t  s u i t  a g a i n s t  L o ca l 312, 
p rop osed  a c o n se n t  agreem ent t h a t  amounted t o  a p l e a  o f  
g u i l t y .  Convinced by a t t o r n e y s  t h a t  t h e  NAWU was a sm a ll  and 
p o o r  u n io n ,  J u s t i c e  D epartm ent o f f i c i a l s  a t  f i r s t  ag re ed  t o  a 
recom m endation o f  f i n e s  o f  ab o u t $6 , 0 0 0  a g a i n s t  th e  u n ion  and
® C a th o l ic  A c t io n  o f  th e  S o u th ,. November 19 , 1953, 
i n  New O rlean s  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y .
*•0 H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  June 23 , 1970.
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E. J .  Bourg, December 29 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:134-2.
no p r i s o n  te rm s ,  b u t  l a t e r  b a lk e d ,  s a y in g  th e  un ion  would have 
Lo tak e  i t s  chances  in  c o u r t .  As t h e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  ex tended  
i n t o  th e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  1954, th e  NAWU s t r u g g le d  to  meet 
l e g a l  e x p e n se s .
H. L. M i t c h e l l Ts p u b l i c i t y  cam paign, c h a rg in g  t h a t  
t h e  D epartm ent o f  J u s t i c e  p r o s e c u te d  sm a ll  a g r i c u l t u r a l  un io ns  
b u t  n o t  b i g  o i l  com pan ies , c o n tin u e d  th ro u g h  th e  summer o f  
1953 and i n t o  th e  f a l l ,  b u t  in  m o d e ra t io n .  The un ion  ra n  a 
c a r to o n  d e p i c t i n g  A t to rn e y  G enera l  B row nell c h a s in g  sm a ll  
s t r a w b e r r y  fa rm e rs  ru n n in g  betw een th e  s k y s c r a p e r - l i k e  l e g s  
o f  a f i g u r e  c a l l e d  b ig  b u s i n e s s . ^  Union law y ers  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  J u s t i c e  D epartm ent s e c r e t e l y  d e s i r e d  t o  consummate th e  
c o n se n t  ag reem en t b u t  h a te d  t o  s e t  a p re c e d e n t  by a l lo w in g  
t h e  c o o p e r a t iv e  u n io n  m a rk e t in g  a rran g em en t t o  rem ain  i n t a c t . ^  
When u n ion  a t t o r n e y s  s u g g e s te d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r ­
ney G enera l  S t a n le y  N. Barnes in fo rm ed  them t h a t  t h e  Capper- 
V o ls te a d  Act d id  n o t  p e rm i t  t h e  fo rm a t io n  o f  a fa rm ers*  co-op 
by a l a b o r  o rg an iza tio n .-* -1*' M i t c h e l l  t o l d  Norman Thomas t h a t
-*-2 The A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i o n i s t , O c to b e r ,  1953, STFU, 
M ic ro f i lm ,  R o l l  58.
D a n ie l  P o l l i t t  t o  C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  O c tober 30,
1953, STFU, 69 :1337b.
^  S ta n le y  B arnes t o  C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  O c tober 14 ,
1953, STFU, 69 :1336 .
t h e  NAWU would a c c e p t  th e  c o n se n t  agreem ent i f  i t  p ro v id ed  f o r  
f i n e s  o n ly  and n o t  p r i s o n  term s f o r  un ion  l e a d e r s . 1 ®
One NAWU a t t o r n e y ,  a d m i t t in g  t h e  weak un io n  p o s i t i o n ,  
t o l d  a n o th e r :  '’P le a s e  keep  t h i s  l e t t e r  c lo s e  to  home, a s  I
would n o t  l i k e  t h e  Departm ent o f  J u s t i c e  p e o p le  t o  g e t  h o ld  o f  
t h i s  u n a u th o r iz e d  c o n c e ss io n  o f  w eakness on o u r  p a r t . "  The 
l a t e s t  word, he s a i d ,  was t h a t  t h e  J u s t i c e  Departm ent would 
a g re e  t o  a f i n e  o f  $5,000 on H asiw ar and th e  same amount on 
th e  u n ion  w i th  no p r i s o n  te rm s in v o lv e d .!®  But n e i t h e r  H asiw ar 
n o r  th e  un ion  had $5 ,00 0 , and M i t c h e l l  w anted L o ca l  312 to  
u se  funds from o t h e r  s o u rc e s  f o r  f i n e s  and l e g a l  f e e s .  "The 
im p o r ta n t  t h i n g , "  he w ro te  H asiw ar, " i s  t o  g e t  th o s e  t i g h t ­
wads to  a g re e  t o  th e  r e b a te  fund b e in g  throw n in  now. P o in t  
o u t  to  them t h a t  th e  N a t io n a l  Union and i t s  a t t o r n e y  saved  a 
number o f  them from g o in g  to  j a i l  . . . . La t e r ,  when 
l o c a l  l e a d e r s  b a lk e d  a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  NAWU removed them 
and p la c e d  t h e  l o c a l Ts a f f a i r s  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r i e n d l y  hands.-*-®
1® H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  Norman Thomas, November 10 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1339.
1® D an ie l  P o l l i t t  t o  C. P au l B a rk e r ,  November 25 ,
1953, STFU, 69 :1340 .
17 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Henry H asiw ar, December 31, 1953, 
STFU, 69:1342 .
1® H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  NAWU N a t io n a l  E x ecu tiv e  Board, 
June 8 , 1954, STFU, 70 :1363 .
In  Ja n u a ry  th e  Departm ent o f  J u s t i c e  seemed s a t i s f i e d  
w i th  a s e t t l e m e n t  c a l l i n g  f o r  no p r i s o n  te rm s and t o t a l  f i n e s  
o f  $ 6 ,6 0 0 , b u t  th e  ju d g e  who was to  t r y  t h e  c ase  proposed  
$1 0 , 0 0 0  i n  f i n e s ,  suspended  p r i s o n  te r m s ,  and p r o b a t io n  f o r  
un ion  l e a d e r s .  M i t c h e l l  f e l t  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  had 
prom pted t h i s  s t e p ,  one d e s ig n ed  t o  p u t  Henry H asiw ar o u t  o f  
com m ission. " I f  we l o s / e 7  o u r  most e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z e r , "  he 
asked  G a la r z a ,  "what can we d o ?"!^  A f t e r  u n io n  a t t o r n e y s  
le a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  J u s t i c e  D epartm ent would recommend no f u r t h e r  
p r o p o s a l s  to  Judge H e rb e r t  C h r i s t e n b e r r y , who was sch ed u led  
t o  h e a r  t h e  c a s e ,  th e y  su g g e s te d  s t a l l i n g .  The o n ly  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e s  were go ing  t o  t r i a l  o r  e n t e r i n g  a p l e a  on C h r i s t e n ­
b e r r y  Ts t e r m s . ^
M i t c h e l l  came t o  L o u is ia n a  t o  c o n fe r  w i th  h i s  p e o p le  
in v o lv e d  in  th e  s t r a w b e r r y  c a se  and spoke w i th  A rchb ishop  
Rummel on t h e  t e l e p h o n e .  When t h e  p r e l a t e  s a i d  t h a t  he knew 
Judge C h r i s t e n b e r r y ,  M i t c h e l l  to o k  t h i s  t o  mean t h a t  th e  church  
l e a d e r  would p u t  i n  a good word w i th  th e  ju d g e  f o r  th e  s t r a w ­
b e r r y  l o c a l . 21 In  m id -A p r i l  Judge C h r i s t e n b e r r y  t o l d  un ion
1® H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  Jan u ary  26,
1954-, STFU, 69 :1354 .
2® Jo sep h  Rauh t o  C. P a u l  B a rk e r ,  March 5 , 1954,
STFU, 69 :1357 .
21 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  C. P au l B a rk e r ,  A p r i l  14,
1954, STFU, 69 :1359 .
a t t o r n e y  C. P au l B arker t h a t  th e  l o c a l  would have to  make i t s
22p le a  and t a k e  i t s  ch an c es .
On A p r i l  28, 1954, C h r i s t e n b e r r y  heard  th e  c a se  a g a i n s t  
th e  s t r a w b e r r y  l o c a l  and handed o u t  a $4,000 f i n e  to  t h e  l o c a l ,  
$1,000 f i n e s  t o  Henry H asiw ar, Louis Edwards, and C ase l  Jo n e s ,  
and se n te n c e d  t h e  l a t t e r  named t h r e e  t o  n ine-m onth  j a i l  term s 
b u t  suspended  t h e i r  s e n te n c e s  and imposed a o n e -y e a r  p r o b a t io n  
p e r i o d .  R e f e r r in g  t o  th e  l e a d e r s ’ r o l e  in  an e a r l i e r  m ilk  
s t r i k e ,  C h r i s t e n b e r r y  s t a t e d :  "Those m ilk  s t r i k e r s  m ight n o t
have known any b e t t e r  and th e y  were l e d  i n to  i t  by an u n s c ru ­
p u lo u s  p e r s o n ,  / a 7  s o - c a l l e d  o r g a n i z e r .  ”23
The NAWU hoped to  p u rsu e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e t t i n g  
a s id e  th e  cane f i e l d  i n j u n c t io n s  in  t h e  h ig h e r  c o u r t s .  M i tc h e l l  
e x p ec te d  t o  o b t a in  fu nds  from th e  i n d u s t r i a l  un ions  o f  th e  s t a t e  
by c o n v in c in g  them t h a t  i n j u n c t io n s  th r e a te n e d  t h e i r  w e l l ­
b e in g ,  a l s o .  His e f f o r t s  d id  n o t  im press  th e  w e a l t h i e r  u n io n s .  
S in c e  th e  NAWU co u ld  n o t  f in a n c e  much o f  a l e g a l  s t r u g g l e ,  th e  
a p p e a l  became l e s s  v ig o ro u s  th a n  a n t i c i p a t e d  a l th o u g h  un ion  
a t t o r n e y s  c o n t r ib u te d  c o n s id e r a b le  f r e e  l e g a l  tim e  to  th e  c a s e .
22 C. Paul B arker  to  Joseph  Rauh, A p r i l  19 , 1954,
STFU, 69:1360 .
23 U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  America V ersus L o u is ia n a  F r u i t  
and V e g e ta b le  P ro d u c e rs  Union, L oca l 312, Et A1. ,  U. S.
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  E a s te rn  La. D iv i s io n ,  New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a ,  
C r im in a l  A c t io n  Number 24 , 906, A p r i l  28 , 1954, c e r t i f i e d  
copy in  STFU, 69 :1360 .
A tto rn e y  C. Pau l B arker  complained t o  a CIO o f f i c i a l  
t h a t  th e  c o u r t ’s view was " . . . t h a t  a l a b o r  d i s p u t e  and 
p i c k e t  l i n e  i s  p e r m is s ib l e  i f  n o t  e f f e c t i v e ,  b u t  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  d i s p u t e ,  i f  e f f e c t i v e ,  i t  i s  u n l a w f u l . "2 ^ 
M i tc h e l l  s e n t  B a rk e r ’s law f i rm  $500 i n  mid-November "as  a 
token payment" and prom ised  t o  send more^S f o r  an a p p e a l ,  th e  
t o t a l  c o s t  o f  which B arker  s a i d  would run  betw een $3,500 and 
$5,000.2® L a te r  in  th e  month M i t c h e l l  s e n t  $400 more so  t h a t  
B arker  cou ld  p ro ceed  w i th  th e  a p p e a l  o f  Godchaux S u g a rs ,  I n c .
V. Pau l C h a isson .2 7  By May, 1954, th e  NAWU s t i l l  owed C. Pau l 
B arker  $500 f o r  th e  b a la n c e  o f  H a s iw a r’s  f i n e  t h a t  t h e  a t t o r n e y  
p a id  from h i s  own p o c k e t .28 B ark er  e x p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  un ion  
could  a t te m p t  t o  a p p e a l  a number o f  c a se s  th ro u g h  t h e  h ig h e r  
c o u r t s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  above m entioned  c ase  was l i k e  " . . .  
p u t / t i n g /  a l l  o u r  eggs in  one b a s k e t  . . . . "  O th e r  p o s s i b i ­
l i t i e s  were Southdown Sugars  V. I r v i n g  P ic o u ,  S o u th c o a s t  V.
2^ C. P au l  B arker to  Fred  C. P ip e r  / P i e p e r 7 ,  November 
8 , 1953, STFU, 69:1388.
2® H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  November 13 ,
1953, STFU, 69:1339.
2® C. Pau l B arker t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 17,
1953, STFU, 69:1340.
2^ H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  November 23,
1953, i b i d .
2^ Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  May 10 , 1954, 
STFU, 70:1361 .
Pnul C h a is so n . and c a s e s  in v o lv in g  Welton L e s t r i c k  and Frank  
L a p c y r o l e r i e .^9
The N a t io n a l  S h a r e c r o p p e r s 1 Fund f i n a l l y  dropped i t s
c ase  a g a i n s t  th e  American Sugar Cane League f o r  c a l l i n g  th e
NAWU b e n e f a c to r  a C om m unis t-fron t o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The c a se
r e f l e c t s  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  such  M c C a rth y - l ik e  c h a rg es  posed
d u r in g  t h e  1 9 5 0 Ts to  th o s e  e a g e r  t o  e x o n e ra te  th e m se lv e s .
In l a t e  November, 1953, New O rlea n s  a t t o r n e y  Eberhard  D eu tsch
in fo rm ed  th e  N a t io n a l  S h a rec ro p p e rs*  Fund t h a t  i t  would n o t
b e n e f i t  from a s u i t  a g a i n s t  th e  Times P icayune  f o r  p r i n t i n g
t h e  Cane League c h a r g e .30 The n e x t  month th e  NSF heeded
D e u ts c h ’s a d v ic e  and dropped th e  whole m a t t e r  s i n c e  even a
31w in n in g  c a se  som etim es g e n e ra te d  bad p u b l i c i t y .
The NAWU, i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a ls  to  th e  L o u is ia n a  
Supreme C o u r t ,  f a i l e d  to  have th e  tem porary  i n j u n c t i o n s  
i s s u e d  by Judge Louis W atkins o f  th e  s t a t e * s  17 th  J u d i c i a l  
D i s t r i c t  C ourt s e t  a s i d e .  I t  th e n  went ahead w i th  p la n s  to  
p e t i t i o n  f o r  a w r i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  t o  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  
Supreme C o u r t .  In  u p h o ld in g  W atkins* i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t
29 C. P au l B arker  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 24 , 
1953, STFU, 69 :1340 .
O fl
JU N a t io n a l  S h a rec ro p p e rs*  Fund, M inutes  o f  Board 
o f  D i r e c to r s  M e e tin g ,  November 24 , 1953, i b i d .
^  Fay B en n e tt  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  December 9 ,  1953, 
STFU, 69:1341.
d e la y in g  th e  h a r v e s t ,  J u s t i c e  A. L. Ponder o f  t h e  s t a t e  h ig h  
c o u r t  had r u l e d :  ’’w r i t s  r e f u s e d ,  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  showing to
w a r ra n t  th e  e x e r c i s e  o f  o u r  s u p e r v i s a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n . ” W atkins 
s t a t e d :  "So v i t a l  does t h e  e lem en t o f  t im e  a p p e a r  t o  us t o  be
in  the  j o i n t  h a r v e s t i n g  and p r o c e s s in g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h a t  we a r e  
d isp o se d  t o  r e g a rd  any a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t  in te n d e d  t o  d i s r u p t ,  
d e t e r ,  o r  p r e v e n t  such  o p e r a t io n s  as  w r o n g f u l ."32  CIO a t t o r n e y  
A r th u r  G oldberg  prom ised  to  d e f r a y  l e g a l  f e e s  i f  t h e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  Supreme C ourt ag reed  to  h e a r  t h e  c a se  o f  Godchaux S u g a rs ,  
I n c . V. Pau l C haisson  e t  a l . 3 3  The American Sugar Cane League 
p led g e d  t o  pay up to  o n e - f o u r th  t h e  l e g a l  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  by
O R
Godchaux S ugars  i f  th e  h ig h  c o u r t  a g re ed  to  h e a r  t h e  c a s e .  
M i t c h e l l  em phasized t h a t  even a tem po rary  ban cou ld  k i l l  a 
s t r i k e  and t h a t  th e  c ase  was c r u c i a l  f o r  th e  u n io n  s in c e
3 5p l a n t e r s  d id  n o t  need many w orkers  d u r in g  th e  o f f - s e a s o n .  
A t to rn e y  D an ie l  P o l l i t t  s t r e s s e d  to  C. P au l B a rk er  t h a t  th e  
Supreme Court would a g re e  t o  h e a r  t h i s  c a se  o n ly  i f  th e  un ion  
cou ld  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  had ig n o re d  a f e d e r a l
32 The Houma C o u r ie r ,  November 24, 1953.
3 3  H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  C. Pau l B a rk e r ,  J a n u a ry  1 7 ,
1955, STFU, 71 :1379 .
^  American Sugar Cane League, M inutes o f  E x e c u tiv e  
Committee M ee tin g , May 25 , 1955, 3-4-, The Sugar A rc h iv e s ,  
M ic ro f i lm  r o l l  11.
35 The Houma Courier, December 4, 1953.
q u e s t io n  t h a t  had been p r o p e r ly  r a i s e d  in  th e  low er
36c o u r t .
Not u n t i l  J a n u a ry ,  1955, more th a n  a y e a r  a f t e r
th e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e ,  d id  th e  L o u is ia n a  Supreme C ourt r u l e
on th e  perm anent i n j u n c t i o n  used  a g a i n s t  Local 317. C h ie f
J u s t i c e  John F o u rn e t  d e l i v e r e d  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  c o u r t
t h a t  p i c k e t i n g  o f  su g a r  r e f i n e r i e s  v i o l a t e d  t h e  'no  s t r i k e
d u r in g  cane h a r v e s t ’ agreem ent o f  th e  f a c t o r y  w orkers  un ion
and was " i l l e g a l  and c o n se q u e n t ly  n o t  se c u re d  t o  union  under
37r i g h t  o f  freedom  o f  sp e ec h .  Judgm ents a f f i r m e d . "  He 
s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  " I n j u n c t i o n / s /  . . . d id  n o t  d e p r iv e  
. . . / u n io n s  o f  t h e /  r i g h t  t o  o rg a n iz e  and p e a c e f u l ly  
p i c k e t  . . . . ”38 L oca l  317 com plained o f  b e in g  den ied  
r i g h t s  g u a ra n te e d  by th e  F i r s t ,  F i f t h ,  T h i r te e n th ,  and F o u r­
t e e n t h  amendments to  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Godchaux charged  
th e  un ion  w i th  fo rm ing  "a c o n s p ira c y  o r  com bina tion  in  
r e s t r a i n t  o f  t r a d e "  i n  p i c k e t i n g  some p l a n t s  and n o t  o th e r s  
and w i th  u s in g  " a r t i f i c e ,  f o r c e ,  / a n d /  i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h r e a t s  o f  f o r c e ,  i n t i m i d a t i o n  and body i n j u r y ,  / i n  o r d e r  
t o  in d u c e /  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  t o
36 D aniel P o l l i t t  t o  C. P au l B a rk e r ,  F eb ruary  9, 
1955, STFU, 71:1381.
37 Godchaux Sugars  V. C h a is so n . 78 So. 2d 673 
(1955), a t  673.
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cea se  work th ro u g h  t h e  g u is e  o f  a s o - c a l l e d  S t r i k e 1."
F o u rn e t  ag reed  w i th  W atkins t h a t  work s to p p a g e  d u r in g  
h a r v e s t  was so  v i t a l  t h a t  i t  " t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
d e fe n d a n ts  to  p i c k e t  . . . and /h e n c e ?  t h e s e  r i g h t s  . . .
oq
must be r e s t r i c t e d . "  That same y e a r  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s  
Supreme C ourt den ied  a w r i t  o f  c e r t i o r a r i  i n  a r e l a t e d  c a s e ,  
d e c l a r i n g  i t  to  be moot. C h ief  J u s t i c e  E a r l  Warren and 
J u s t i c e  Hugo B lack  d i s s e n t e d . ^
The N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  W orkers U n ion ’s c h ro n ic  
f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  grew w orse  th a n  u s u a l  f o l lo w in g  t h e  cane 
f i e l d  s t r i k e  i n  l a t e  1953. B es id es  l o s i n g  t h e  s t r i k e  and 
h a v in g  t o  pay a n t i - t r u s t  f i n e s ,  t h e  NAWU l o s t  i t s  AFL s u b s id y  
in  1954, saw i t s  membership drop  t o  a mere 500 d u e s - p a y e r s ,  
and f a i l e d  t o  renew a l a b o r - s u p p ly in g  agreem ent w i th  th e  
H. J .  Heinz C om pany .^  The u n io n  had r e c e iv e d  ab o u t  $16,000 
in  g r a n t s  f o r  t h e  s t r i k e 1*2  and p ropo sed  a b u dge t o f  $87,000 
f o r  1954 t o  o rg a n iz e  t h e  e n t i r e  L o u is ia n a  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .
3 9  I b i d . « 675.
Pau l C ha isson  Et A l . V. S ou th  C oast C o r p o r a t io n . 
350 U. S. 899 (1955).
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  v a r io u s  un io n  members, Septem ber
22, 1954, STFU, 70 :1369 .
1+2 H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  E. J .  Bourg, November 24 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1340 .
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  d u p l i c a t e  a p p e a l  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n s ,  December 4 , 1953, STFU, 69 :1341 .
In  1953 th e  NAWU had an income o f  $78,000 o f  w hich $37,000 
came from d u e s ,  $20,000 from g r a n t s ,  and $19,000 from i t s  
s t r i k e  fu n d . The un io n  s p e n t  $24,000 i n  s a l a r i e s  (M itc h e l l  
ea rn ed  $4,600 p lu s  t r a v e l  and expenses  compared t o  $12,000 
th e  Cane League p a id  G i l b e r t  D u rb in ) ,  $17,000 i n  o r g a n iz in g  
e x p e n se s ,  and $16,000 on th e  s t r i k e  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  $ 7 5 ,0 0 0 .^
S t a r t i n g  i n  F e b ru a ry ,  1954, M i t c h e l l ’ s w i f e ,  who 
h an d led  o f f i c e  a f f a i r s ,  p a in t e d  a gloomy p i c t u r e  o f  p r o s p e c t s .  
She t o l d  th e  M id-South  d i r e c t o r  t h a t  dues had dropped o f f ,  
t h a t  H asiw ar would p ro b a b ly  be f i n e d ,  and t h a t  Joe  Guidry and 
George F o r s t a l l  were w ork ing  w i th o u t  s a l a r y  now and co u ld  n o t
hC
keep up t h e i r  c a r  paym en ts . " I  h a v e n Tt  even t o l d  him 
^ p i t c h e l l 7  y e t  t h a t  we w i l l  n o t  be a b le  t o  meet t h e  p a y r o l l  
t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  month u n le s s  a m i r a c le  happens . . . "  she  
w ro te  l a t e r . 1*'® The n e x t  month she  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " . . .  th e  
U n ion ’s f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  look ed  much b e t t e r  on p a p e r  th a n  
i t  a c t u a l l y  w a s . " ^  At ab o u t  t h a t  t im e  M i t c h e l l  t o l d  G a la rza  
t h a t  a group o f  d a i r y  fa rm e rs  i n  P e n n sy lv a n ia  had d e s e r t e d
^  A u d it  R e p o r t ,  A. G. H a l l  and C o .,  B l y t h e v i l l e ,  
A rk a n sa s ,  December 31 , 1953, STFU, 69 :1342 ; American Sugar 
Cane League, M inu tes  o f  E x ecu tiv e  Committee M eeting , March
26, 1952, 4 , The Sugar A rc h iv e s ,  m ic ro f i lm  r e e l  11.
^  Dorothy Dowe to  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  F eb ruary  19,
1954, STFU, 69 :1356 .
I b i d . , F e b ru a ry  23 , 1954.
47 Ibid.. March 9, 1954, STFU, 69:1357.
t h e  NAWU and t h a t  H asiw ar, i n  a s t a t e  o f  c o n fu s io n  and d e s p a i r  
o v e r  t h e  p en d in g  a n t i - t r u s t  case  and th e  c r i t i c a l  i l l n e s s  o f  
h i s  f a t h e r ,  was l i k e l y  t o  l e a v e  th e  u n io n .  " I  f e e l  l i k e  
q u i t t i n g  t o o , ” he t o l d  G a la rz a ,  "bu t you and I  have th e  b e a r  
by t h e  t a i l  so  we c a n ' t  l e t  g o . " ^  The n e x t  week he s a i d :
"As you know I  t r y  so many schemes t o  g e t  us money t o  o p e ra te  
on t h a t  by t h e  law o f  a v e ra g e s  . . . one o f  them c l i c k s  
o c c a s i o n a l l y .  1*11 keep a t  i t  as  lo n g  as  you, Hank and o th e r s
HQ
hang o n . " ^
The NAWU c u t  c o rn e r s  i n  an a t te m p t  t o  s t a y  a l i v e .
Union dues f e l l  t o  l e s s  th a n  $1,000 a month, and t h e  un ion  
s e n t  G a la rza  t o  L o u is ia n a  t o  b u i ld  up membership among r i c e ,  
s t r a w b e r r y ,  and su g a r  cane w o r k e r s . ^  In  Sep tem ber, 1954,
M i t c h e l l  c a l l e d  t h e  u n i o n 's  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  th e  w o rs t  i t
cp
had been in  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  In  O ctober t h e  u n ion  c u t  George 
S t i t h  from t h e  p a y r o l l ,  reduced  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  s a l a r y ,  and 
moved t h e  un ion  h e a d q u a r te r s  t o  a c h ea p e r  o f f i c e  ($75 a month)
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn es to  G a la rz a ,  March 1 0 , 1954,
i b i d .
4 9  I b i d . .  March 17 , 1954, STFU, 69:1358.
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  March 25 , 1954,
i b i d .
5 1  I b i d . ,  May 28 , 1954, STFU, 70 :1362 .
5 2  I b i d . . Septem ber 20 , 1954, STFU, 70:1369 .
i n  the  same b u i ld i n g  i n  W ashington , D. C.^3 M i tc h e l l  
r e p o r t e d  e a r l y  in  1955 t h a t  he had p a id  n e i t h e r  h im s e l f  
n o r  Joe  G uidry in  L o u is ia n a . ^  The NAWU, b e s e t  w i th  
c r i p p l i n g  f i n a n c i a l  p ro b lem s , s t r u g g l e d  f o r  s u r v i v a l .
D uring  t h e  economic doldrum s o f  th e  summer o f  1954 
th e  L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a t u r e  p a sse d  a r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law . P a r t l y  
b ecau se  o f  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e ,  a n t i - l a b o r  f o r c e s  i n  th e  
s t a t e  to o k  ad v an tag e  o f  s e c t i o n  14 (b) o f  th e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  
Act t h a t  a llow ed  s t a t e s  t o  e n a c t  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  laws which 
ou tlaw ed  t h e  c lo s e d  shop and t h e  u n io n  shop . The S t a t e  
F e d e ra t io n  o f  Labor and th e  NAWUfs s ta u n c h  a l l y ,  t h e  C a th o l ic  
Church, opposed th e  move. I n d u s t r i a l i s t s ,  t h e  American 
Sugar Cane League, and th e  L o u is ia n a  Farm Bureau su p p o r te d  
th e  new law . In  Jan u ary  th e  Cane League*s e x e c u t iv e  com m ittee 
v o ted  unanim ously  t o  s u p p o r t  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and 
in  A p r i l  i t  p a sse d  a r e s o l u t i o n  p le d g in g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  $2,500 
tow ard  t h a t  e n d . ^  Not u n t i l  t h e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  p r o p o s a l  had 
c l e a r e d  b o th  houses  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and had been s ig n e d  by 
th e  g o v e rn o r  d id  t h e  NAWU e x p re s s  c o n c e rn .
^  Dorothy Dowe to  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  O ctober 5 , 1954, 
STFU, 70 :1370 .
^  II. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  Ja n u a ry  7 , 1955, 
STFU, 7 1 :137R.
^  American Sugar Cane L eague, M inutes o f  E x ec u tiv e  
Committee M ee ting , Jan u ary  27 , 1954, 3 and A p r i l  30 , 1954, 7 , 
The Sugar A rc h iv e s ,  m ic ro f i lm  r e e l  11.
P ro p o n en ts  o f  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  laws u s u a l ly  argued  th e  
r i g h t  o f  a man t o  ta k e  a jo b  w i th o u t  h a v in g  to  j o i n  a u n io n .  
Opponents o f  su ch  law s c a l l e d  them misnomers t h a t  made 
s t r i k e b r e a k i n g  e a s y ,  encouraged  company u n io n s ,  and a llow ed 
no n -u n io n  w orke rs  t o  en jo y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  a un ion  w ith o u t  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  made th e  b e n e f i t s  
p o s s i b l e .
Even b e fo re  t h e  m ee tin g  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
i n  t h e  summer o f  1954, t a l k  o f  t h e  p rop osed  r ig h t - t o - w o r k  law 
engendered  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  d e b a te .  In  A p r i l  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  
o f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  A rch d io cese  o f  New O rlean s  w ro te  t o  
A rchb ishop  Rummel a s k in g  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Churches 
s ta n d  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a f t e r  many r e a d e r s  in q u i r e d  abou t 
it.-*® F a th e r  Jerome D r o le t ,  a s  u s u a l ,  d id  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  
e x p re s s  h i s  o p in io n  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  c a l l i n g  i t  "a dangerous 
p l o t  t o  o v e rth ro w  t h e  p r e s e n t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o f  L o u is ia n a  by 
d e c e i t  and t r i c k e r y . He accused  th e  American Sugar Cane 
League o f  ru n n in g  a c lo s e d  shop w i th  m andatory d e d u c t io n s  o f  
dues from t h e  sm a l l  cane fa rm e rs  a t  t h e  m i l l s  where th ey  s e n t
M. F. E v e r e t t  t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, A p r i l  27 , 
1954, i n  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel P a p e rs ,  A rc h iv e s  o f  A rch d io cese  
o f  New O r le a n s ,  7887 Walmsley Avenue, New O r le a n s .  H e re in ­
a f t e r  c i t e d  as  JFR P a p e rs .
^  The Times P ic ay u n e ,  A p r i l  24 , / 1 9 5 4 / ,  i n  D ro le t  
S crapbook .
58t h e i r  cane to  be ground . C a l l in g  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  "immoral and
s i n f u l  . . . c l a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n , "  he demanded t h a t  Malcolm
D augherty , chairm an o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  R igh t t o  Work C o u n c il ,
s u p p o r t  t h e  " r i g h t - t o - g r i n d - c a n e "  i n s t e a d  o f  making membership
59i n  th e  Cane League a c o n d i t io n  f o r  u se  o f  su g a r  m i l l s .  T. M.
B ark er  o f  t h e  Cane League c h a l le n g e d  D ro le t  d i r e c t l y  on t h i s
p o i n t  a t  t h e  J u ly  wage h e a r in g s  conducted  by t h e  Departm ent o f
A g r i c u l t u r e .  "There a r e , "  s a id  B a rk e r ,  " a t  l e a s t  700 L o u is ia n a
Sugar Cane Growers who a r e  n o t  members o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n
/A m erican  Sugar Cane League7, b u t  whose su g a r  cane i s  p ro c e s s e d
fini n t o  s u g a r  by L o u is ia n a  p r o c e s s o r s . "  u
In  May th e  L afourche  P a r i s h  Farm Bureau drew a crowd o f  
o v e r  350 p e o p le  a t  i t s  an n u a l b a rb e cu e  n e a r  Raceland where th e  
m ajo r  t o p i c s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  in c lu d e d  p end in g  l e g i s l a t i o n  such  as 
r i g h t - t o - w o r k ,  th e  r i g h t  t o  sue  u n io n s ,  th e  r i g h t  t o  e v i c t  t e n ­
a n t s  l i v i n g  i n  h o u s in g  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  employment, and a 
m easure  t o  o u t law  s t r i k e s  d u r in g  th e  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  p e r i s h a b l e  
c ro p s .  The American Sugar Cane League, t h e  L afou rche  P a r i s h  
Farm B ureau , th e  L afo u rche  C attlem en*s A s s o c ia t io n ,  and a r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e  from th e  L afourche  P a r i s h  P o l i c e  Ju ry  a l l  e x p re s s e d
58 U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  i n  D ro le t  Scrapbook .
59 The Baton Rouge S t a t e s  T im es. May 11 , 1959.
^  U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  in  D ro le t  Scrapbook .
s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  p en d in g  l e g i s l a t i o n . 61 The p r e s s  i n  L o u is ia n a  
g e n e r a l l y  su p p o r te d  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  b u t  p r i n t e d  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  
i t  by union  l e a d e r s .  On a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n s  in  
1954 t h e  Times P icayune  ra n  e d i t o r i a l s  s u p p o r t in g  r i g h t - t o -  
work l a w s . 62 Labor l e a d e r s  d is s e m in a te d  m a t e r i a l  c r i t i c a l  o f  
t h e  m easure t o  th e  p r e s s  and t o  C a th o l i c  Church l e a d e r s .
On May 19 , 1954, S e n a to r  W. M. R ainach  o f  Sum m erfield 
in t ro d u c e d  i n  t h e  L o u is ia n a  L e g i s l a t u r e  S en a te  B i l l  127, a 
r i g h t - t o - w o r k  m easure t h a t  became Act 252 which Governor 
R obert  Kennon s ig n e d  on J u ly  2 , 1 9 5 4 .6 ^  D uring d e b a te  on th e  
m easu re , s e n a to r s  Guy W. S o c k r id e r ,  J r . ,  o f  Lake C h a r le s  and 
B. B. Rayburn o f  B ogalusa p rop osed  amendments t o  S e n a te  B i l l  
127 t h a t  would have made r i g h t - t o - w o r k  ap p ly  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a b o r  o n ly ,  b u t  t h e  S e n a te ,  a f t e r  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  amendments,
61- The L afourche  Comet, May 6  and 13 , 1954.
62 The Times P ic a y u n e . May 23 , June  7 , and J u ly  4 ,
1954.
^  E. J .  Bourg t o  C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  May 1 4 , 1954,
JFR P a p e rs ,  "R ig h t t o  W ork."
C [ i
S en a te  C a le n d a r . 1954 . o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a . 
S e v e n te e n th  R e g u la r  S e s s io n  o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e , end in g  J u ly  E5, 
1954 /B a to n  Rouge: Thomas J .  Moran’s  Sons , I n c . ,  1 9 5 4 / ,  4 4 -5 ;
O f f i c i a l  J o u r n a l  o f  th e  P ro c ee d in g s  o f  t h e  S en a te  o f  th e  S t a t e  
o f  L o u is ia n a  a t  th e  S e v e n te e n th  R e g u la r  S e s s io n  o f  th e  L e g is ­
l a t u r e  i n  Baton Rouge. S t a r t i n g  May 1 0 , 1954 . (Baton Rouge:
Thomas J .  Moran’s Sons, I n c . ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  452-59 ; A c ts  o f  th e  L e g is ­
l a t u r e . S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a . R e g u la r  S e s s io n , 1954 . E x t r a o r d i ­
n a ry  S e s s io n  1953 and C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Amendments Adopted 1952 . 
(Baton Rouge: Thomas J .  Moran’s Sons, I n c . ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  541-44;
Times P ic a y u n e , May 2 0 , 1954.
fi cp a sse d  th e  b i l l  and s e n t  i t  on to  t h e  House. A s i m i l a r  
amendment in t ro d u c e d  i n  t h e  House by R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  D. Elmore 
B ecnel o f  S t .  John t h e  B a p t i s t  P a r i s h  f a i l e d  by a f o r t y  t o  
f i f t y - e i g h t  v o te  t o  a l t e r  S en a te  B i l l  127 by making i t  ap p ly  
t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  only.®® B ecnel and s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  
c o l le a g u e s  a l l  from i n d u s t r i a l  p a r i s h e s  a lo n g  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
R iv e r  t h a t  produced  s u g a r  cane as w e l l ,  f a v o re d  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  
f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  o n ly  and f e l t  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  had 
e l i c i t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  fa rm e rs  s e l f i s h l y  by s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  more 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s  would b e s e t  them u n le s s  th e y  su p p o r te d  
r i g h t - t o - w o r k .  Becnel p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c ts  
o f  L o u is ia n a  t o t a l e d  $387 m i l l i o n  i n  v a lu e  f o r  a y e a r ,  w h i le  
l a b o r ' s  p a y r o l l  exceeded $ 2  b i l l i o n . H e  v o ted  a g a i n s t  f i n a l  
p a s s a g e  o f  S en a te  B i l l  127 on J u ly  1 , 6 8  but  t h e  m easure  p a s s e d  
by a 58 t o  41 m arg in .
The d e f e a t  o f  a t t e m p ts  t o  make S e n a te  B i l l  127 a p p ly  
o n ly  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  fa v o re d  b i g  s u g a r  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  S o l i c i t i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  sm a ll  fa rm e rs  f o r  t h e  m easure
®® S en a te  J o u r n a l  (195*+) , 9-52-59.
CC
O f f i c i a l  J o u rn a l  o f  t h e  P ro c ee d in g s  o f  t h e  House
o f  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f  th e  S t a te  o f  L o u is ia n a  a t  t h e  S e v e n te e n th
R eg u la r  S e ss io n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e , S t a r t i n g  May 1 0 , 1954 . 
(Baton Rouge: Thomas J .  M oran 's  Sons , I n c . ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  1964-965 .
®7 B. L. K reb s , Times P ic a y u n e . June 1 5 ,  1954.
^  House J o u r n a l  (1954), 1967-968.
caused th e  i n d u s t r i a l  u n i o n i s t s  t o  blame fa rm e rs  f o r  th e  
u n p o p u la r  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  t h a t  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  L o u is ia n a  w ork ing  
men. Two y e a r s  l a t e r  i n d u s t r i a l  u n i o n i s t s  pushed  th ro u g h  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a r e p e a l  o f  r i g h t - t o - w o r k ,  b u t  n o t  w i th o u t  making 
c o n c e ss io n s  t o  th e  su g a r  i n d u s t r y  which k e p t  a r i g h t - t o - w o r k  
on a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  and su g a r  m i l l  w orkers  a s  w e l l .
Murphy J .  F o s t e r  o f  F r a n k l in  s a id  t h a t  he s u p p o r te d  Sena te  
B i l l  127 b ecause  he wanted t o  be s u r e  t h a t  no " o u t s id e  o rg a n ­
i z e r s "  would come i n to  th e  cane f i e l d s  and u se  v io le n c e  and 
"un-Am erican" a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  f u t u r e . 69 A s e n a t o r  from 
L afou rche  P a r i s h ,  who opposed th e  m e a s u re ,76 s a id  he d id  so 
b ecause  i t  d id  n o t  a f f o r d  " p r o t e c t i v e  s a f e g u a r d s  . . . f o r  
t h e  man s e e k in g  employment who m igh t e x p re s s  h i s  d e s i r e  to  
b e lo n g  to  a u n io n ,  and . . . S e c t io n  7 o f  t h e  a c t  had th e  
e f f e c t  o f  o u t la w in g  th e  c h e c k - o f f  sy s tem  . . . . " 7 1  More 
ominous f o r  th e  NAWU were t h e  rem arks o f  E. H. W illiam s o f  
th e  S t a t e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor: "The Farm Bureau and t h e  Sugar
Cane League p e r m i t te d  th e m se lv e s  to  be  used  a s  a f r o n t  f o r  
t h i s  p o w erfu l  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  / i n d u s t r i a l /  group . . .  in  
o r d e r  t o  use  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  L o u is ia n a  fs sm a ll  fa rm e r  f o r
69 C h a r le s  P i e r c e ,  Times P ic a y u n e , May 29 , 1954.
76 S en a te  J o u r n a l  (1954), 452-59 .
7*- Clyde C a i l l o u e t  to  E. J .  C lem ent, June 11 , 1954, 
i n  p o s s e s s io n  o f  E. J .  Clement.
t h e  p a ssa g e  o f  t h i s  a n t i - l a b o r  l a w .” W illiam s f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
lobby  groups had p roved  t h i s  when th e y  h e lp ed  d e f e a t  th e  
amendment t h a t  would have made S e n a te  B i l l  127 a p p ly  to  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  w orkers  o n ly .  Then, a s  i f  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
f e d e r a t i o n  abandon t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ,  he s a i d :  "We
t r u s t  th e y  w i l l  soon r e a l i z e  t h e  f o l l y  o f  j o i n i n g  c au se s  t h a t  
can on ly  r e s u l t  i n  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  on th e m .”72 Those who 
had ad v o ca ted  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law blamed a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  when i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  a s t u t e l y  se c u re d  t h e  farm  
v o te  t o  p a ss  a more com prehensive  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  m easure i n s t e a d .
As th e y  had done d u r in g  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  and 
b e f o r e ,  C a th o l i c s  who opposed A rchb ishop  Rummel*s a n t i - r i g h t -  
to -w ork  view s o f t e n  v ig o r o u s ly  d i s a g re e d  w i th  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  
l e a d e r .  " . . .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  ev e ry  shoem aker sh o u ld  s t i c k  
t o  h i s  own l a s t , ” one C a th o l i c  s a i d  i n  r e g a rd  to  t h e  A rch­
b i s h o p ’s s ta n d  on r i g h t - t o - w o r k . 73 A no ther asked  i f  t h e  p r e ­
l a t e  had e v e r  jo in e d  a u n io n ,  lo o k ed  f o r  a j o b ,  o r  had to  
work w i th  "no-good bum s."7L*' A rchb ishop  Rummel s e n t  a te le g ra m  
t o  th e  S e n a te  I n d u s t r i a l  R e la t io n s  Committee th e n  c o n d u c t in g  
h e a r in g s  on S e n a te  B i l l  127 s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  " . . .
72 Times P ic a y u n e . J u ly  3 ,  1954.
73 W ill iam  L ep p e r t  to  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, May 29 ,
1 9 5 JFR P a p e rs .
7^ Edwin G ran t to  Jo seph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, May 28 ,
1954, i b i d .
a c t i v e l y  d e n ie s  what i t  p r e te n d s  t o  g i v e ,  namely th e  r i g h t  
t o  w o rk ."  He s e n t  F a th e r  Louis Twomey a s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  sp o k e s ­
man to  Baton Rouge t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  t h e  m easu re .
I n f l u e n t i a l  C a th o l i c  su g a r  g row ers  conducted  an e x te n ­
s i v e  p u b l i c i t y  campaign em p hasiz ing  t h a t  A rchb ishop  Rummel 
e x p re s se d  â  C a th o l ic  v ie w p o in t  on r i g h t - t o - w o r k ,  n o t  t h e  
C a th o l i c  p o s i t i o n .  On June 27, 1954, ab o u t  75 C a th o l ic  l a y ­
men endorsed  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  i n  a f iv e -c o lu m n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  
t h e  Times P icayune  t h a t  covered  ab o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  an e n t i r e  
p a g e .  C laim ing t h a t  Pope P iu s  X II had spoken  a g a i n s t  l a b o r  
monopoly and t h e  c lo s e d  sh o p , th e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  A rc h b is h o p ’s 
p o s i t i o n  was " . . .  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i th  o t h e r  l e a r n e d  and 
h o ly  men o f  t h e  c h u r c h . " Well known Cane League and Farm 
Bureau l e a d e r s  such  a s  T. M. B arker  o f  L a fo u rch e  P a r i s h  and
F. A. Graugnard o f  S t .  James added t h e i r  names t o  t h e  a d v e r ­
t is e m e n t .^ ®  F a th e r  Twomey l a b e l e d  t h e  C a th o l i c  Laymen’s Com­
m i t t e e  f o r  R ig h t  to  Work a phony f r o n t  t h a t  t r i e d  t o  t w i s t  
ch u rch  d o c t r i n e  and c a s t  doubt on c o r r e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
p a p a l  e n c y c l i c a l s .  A cco rd ing  t o  Twomey, Church a u t h o r i t i e s  
i n  th e  A rc h d io c ese  o f  New O rlea n s  sy m p a th e t ic  t o  t h e  cau se  o f  
w ork ing  men, n o t  th e  C a th o l ic  laym en, had c o r r e c t l y  i n t e r p r e t e d
U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d .  D r o le t  Scrapbook;
Times P ic a y u n e . May 28 , June 29 , 1954; C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  
ta p e - r e c o r d e d  i n te r v ie w  on March 22 , 1972, i n  New O r le a n s ;
I b i d . . VPO in t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1972.
7® Times P ic a y u n e , June 27 , 1954; U n id e n t i f i e d  
c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  D ro le t  Scrapbook.
t h e  d o c t r i n e . 77  F a th e r  D ro le t  d read ed  s e e in g  p ro p o n en ts  o f
S e n a te  B i l l  127 q u o te  a c o n s e r v a t iv e  N o tre  Dame U n iv e r s i ty
th e o lo g ia n  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e i r  a rgu m en ts .  He th o u g h t  t h a t  T. M.
B ark e r  had quo ted  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  from N a s h v i l l e ,
T en n e sse e ,  when he  c a l l e d  t h e  c h u rc h ’s  p o s i t i o n  on r i g h t - t o ~
work s o c i a l i s t i c . 7 ®
A rch b ish op  Rummel s e n t  c o p ie s  o f  h i s  r i g h t - t o - w o r k
p o l i c y  s t a te m e n t  t o  a l l  C a th o l ic  laymen whose names appeared
on t h e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  a d v e r t i s e m e n t .  T. M. B a rk e r ,  i n q u i r i n g
why th e  p r e l a t e  s e n t  su ch  m a t e r i a l  t o  h im , a d m it te d  ” . . .
I  am one o f  t h e  e x p o n e n ts ,  a s  w e l l  a s  one o f  t h e  p ro p o n e n ts ,
o f  t h e  R ig h t  t o  Work Law . . . and e x p re s s e d  views i n  o p p o s i -
7Qt i o n  t o  th o s e  e x p re s s e d  by some members o f  th e  c l e r g y . "
The A rchb ishop  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he had n o t  responded  d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h e  C a th o l ic  Laymen’s s ta n d  b ecause  " I  f e l t  a d i r e c t  p u b l ic  
answ er m ight o n ly  cau se  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  and d i s a f f e c t i o n  
. . . . "  He c o n t in u e d : "At t h a t  t im e  I  c o n s id e re d  i t  in o p p o r ­
tu n e  t o  i s s u e  any s ta te m e n t  o f  re se n tm e n t  o r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  what
77 U n i d e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  n . d . ,  D r o le t  Scrapbook; The 
Wage E a r n e r , n . d .  ^ J u n e ,  1 9 5 4 / ,  i b i d .
78 ’'Random n o te s  on R. T. W. f i g h t  i n  L o u is ia n a ,
A p r i l - J u l y ,  1 9 5 4 ,"  n . d . ,  p resum ably  F a th e r  D r o l e t ’s ,  i n  D ro le t  
Scrapbook .
7^ T. M. B ark er  t o  Joseph  F r a n c i s  Rummel, December 
30 , 1954, JFR P a p e rs .
many i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  an a c t  o f  d i s lo y a l ty ." ® ®  F a th e r  D ro le t  
op en ly  c r i t i c i z e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  from L afourche  P a r i s h  who v o ted  
f o r  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  and Governor R obert  Kennon f o r  s ig n in g  th e  
b i l l .  ”The r e a l  b o sse s  o f  t h e  Cane League, th e  b i g  N o r th e rn -  
dom inated  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  have  s h a m e le s s ly  used o u r  cane 
f a r m e r s , ” D ro le t  s a i d ,  ”and th e n  l e f t  them h o ld in g  t h e  bag."®'** 
P o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  Governor Kennon i n  t h e  a re a  s a id  
D r o le t  e r r e d  i n  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e s e  f i n e  m e n . 82
The s e tb a c k  i n  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  d em o ra lized  un ion  
l e a d e r s  m om en tarily  and even p roduced  s e v e r a l  r a r e  m inor i n t r a ­
un ion  c l a s h e s  b u t  d id  n o t  d e t e r  th e  NAWU t r i u m v i r a t e  f o r  v e ry  
lo n g .  M i t c h e l l  and G a la rza  d i f f e r e d  o v e r  t h e  l a t t e r Ts p u rc h a se  
o f  a s h a r e  o f  s t o c k  i n  one o f  t h e  l a r g e  su g a r  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  
i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  o b t a i n  i n s i d e  knowledge o f  Cane League t a c t i c s .  
M i t c h e l l  c o n s id e re d  t h e  g e s tu r e  f u t i l e  and d id  n o t  re im b u rse  
G a la rza  f o r  h i s  e x p e n d i tu r e .  During t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e ,  
when tem p ers  grew s h o r t  and bookkeep ing  s l i p s h o d ,  G a la rza  and 
H asiw ar a rgued  o v e r  $100 in  expense  money, b u t  no o t h e r  f l a r e -  
ups m arred  t h e  u s u a l ly  p e a c e f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among t h e  NAWU
80 Jo seph  F r a n c i s  Rummel t o  T. M. B a rk e r ,  Ja n u a ry  10 ,
1955.
®** The L afou rche  Comet, J u ly  8 , 195M-.
o p
oc Donald B o l l i n g e r  and A u s t in  S te v e n s ,  "An Open 
L e t t e r  t o  F a th e r  D r o l e t , "  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  J u ly  13 ,
195h, D ro le t  Scrapbook.
83h ig h  command. Twice i n  J a n u a ry ,  1 9 5 Mi t c h e l l  w ro te  t o  
A rchb ishop  Rummel th a n k in g  him f o r  p a s t  h e lp  and s o l i c i t i n g  
h i s  a d v ic e  and s u p p o r t  f o r  c o n tin u e d  u n io n  a c t i v i t y  i n  Louis 
ia n a .® 1* C o rrespon d ing  from C a l i f o r n i a ,  G a la rza  a t  t h a t  t im e  
su g g e s te d  r e t i r i n g  from t h e  un io n  so  t h a t  he cou ld  w r i t e  h i s
OC
memoirs. M i t c h e l l  b rushed  a s i d e  h i s  p ro p o s a l  w i th  s e r i o u s  
t a l k  ab o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  k e e p in g  a campaign go ing  i n  
L o u is ia n a .  M i t c h e l l  su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  NAWU q u i t  o r g a n iz in g  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  and t u r n  i n s t e a d  to  sm a l l  f a rm e rs ,  who 
were h a r d e r  t o  o r g a n iz e ,  " . . .  b u t  we seem t o  have a form ­
u la  a t  l a s t , "  he said.®®
M onsignor Jo sep h  V ath , V ice  C h a n c e l lo r  o f  th e  Arch­
d io c e s e  o f  New O r le a n s ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  A rchb ishop  Rummel, 
d e l iv e r e d  t h e  in v o c a t io n  a t  t h e  e ig h t e e n t h  c o n v e n t io n  o f  th e  
N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers Union m ee tin g  i n  New O rleans  
in  F e b ru a ry ,  1954.®^ Henry H asiw ar, whose f u t u r e  t h e  un ion
®® Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  November 18 ,
1953, STFU, 69:1340 .
®  ̂ H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, Jan u ary  
7 , 22 , 1954, JFR P a p e r s ,  "Farm ers U n io n ."
_  _  E rn es to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Jan u ary  7,
/ I 9 5 4 / ,  STFU, 69 :1353 .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  Jan u ary  12,
1954, i b i d .
®̂  Josep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Jan u ary  
18 , 1954, JFR P a p e rs ,  "Farm ers U n io n ;"  The A g r i c u l t u r a l  
U n i o n i s t . F e b ru a ry ,  1954, STFU, R o l l  58.
d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t io n ,  l o s t  h i s  f a t h e r  th e  day b e fo re
th e  g a th e r in g  convened.®® M i tc h e l l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e
more th a n  h i s  f a t h e r ’s d e a th  caused  H asiw ar’s d e p re ssed  s t a t e
o f  mind.®® The NAWU p r e s i d e n t  d is a g re e d  w i th  th e  a b s e n t  v i c e
90p r e s i d e n t ’s p e s s i m i s t i c  o u t lo o k  f o r  th e  un ion  in  L o u is ia n a .  
H a s iw a r’s un io n  c a r e e r  ended when he to o k  a o n e -y e a r  le a v e  
from th e  un ion  to  work f o r  O h io lene  Company in  New York, h i s  
f a t h e r ’s b u s in e ss .® ^
In  Ju n e ,  1954, H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o l d  E rn es to  G alarza  
t h a t  he and h i s  w ife  had c o n s id e re d  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  h o use , 
c l o s i n g  th e  W ashington o f f i c e ,  and open ing  a new one in  New 
O r le a n s .  He s a i d  t h a t  G a la rza  cou ld  work w i th  Guidry and 
S t i t h  who needed l e a d e r s h ip  i n  L ou is iana .® 2  With o n ly  to k e n  
r e s i s t a n c e  p o s s i b l e  in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  G a larza  agreed  t h a t  th e  
un io n  sh o u ld  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  l im i t e d  r e s o u rc e s  in  Louisiana.®®
88 " P ro c e e d in g s— 18th  N a t io n a l  Convention o f  th e  
NAWU, F e b ru a ry  6 , 7 , 1954" , STFU, 69:1355.
8® H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  March 7 , 1954, STFU,
69 :1357 .
®® H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  E rn es to  G a la rz a ,  May 5, 1954, 
STFU, 70 :1361 .
®1 I b i d . ; Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  May 10, 
1954 , i b i d .
®2 H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  June 4 , 1954, 
STFU, 70 :1363 .
®® E rn es to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  June 7 , /195J+7, 
STFU, 70 :1365 .
M itc h e l l  no ted  in  J u ly  t h a t  th e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  m easure had 
become law and wondered ab o u t t h e  f a t e  o f  a b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g
Q h
s t r i k e s  d u r in g  th e  h a r v e s t  s e a s o n .  Union a t t o r n e y  Aubrey 
H irsc h  w ro te  t o  M i tc h e l l  t h a t  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  campaign would 
do w e l l  d e s p i t e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  because  i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n s ,  
unhappy w ith  p l a n t e r s  f o r  h e lp in g  c o n t r a c t o r s  p a s s  t h e  r i g h t -  
to -w o rk  law , would a s s i s t  th e  NAWU. H ir s c h  th o u g h t  t h a t  
g ro w e rs ,  who were m iffe d  a t  th e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e i r  m easure t o  
o u tlaw  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r i k e s ,  m ight be a n x io u s  t o  g e t  even w i th
q c
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  who were r e s p o n s i b l e .  His i n t e r e s t  a ro u s e d ,
M i t c h e l l  su g g e s te d  t h a t  a t t o r n e y s  check i n t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y
o f  s u i t s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  un ion  men who had l o s t  t h e i r  jo b s  on
96t h e  b a s i s  o f  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law . Then he 
w ro te  to  s e e  i f  C. P au l B arker ag reed  w i th  t h e  o p t i m i s t i c  
r e p o r t  he had r e c e iv e d  from H i r s c h . 97
When M i tc h e l l  blamed th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  cane f i e l d  
s t r i k e  on th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  AFL and CIO u n io n s  t o  c o o rd in a te  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  he seemed more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p ro m o tin g  f u t u r e
91* H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  Aubrey H i r s c h ,  J u ly  6 , 1954, 
STFU, 70 :1365 .
95 Aubrey H irsc h  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  J u ly  9 ,  1954,
i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Aubrey H i r s c h ,  J u ly  1 4 , 1954,
i b i d .
97 H. Ii. Mitchell to C. Paul Barker, July 14, 1954,
i b i d .
c o o p e r a t iv e  a c t i o n  th a n  i n  re v ie w in g  p a s t  f a i l u r e s . 98 one 
C IO -sponsored o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  th e  S o u th e rn  Sugar C o u n c il ,  which 
i s s u e d  a s ta te m e n t  denouncing  t h e  American Sugar Cane League 
d u r in g  th e  s t r i k e ,  gave t h e  NAWU cause  f o r  h o p e . ^  A n to ine  
Songy, a CIO l e a d e r  who c o o p e ra te d  c lo s e l y  w i th  L oca l 317 
d u r in g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  i s s u e d  a s ta te m e n t  t h a t ,  "What i s  now 
hap p en in g  t o  t h e  A. F. o f  L. in  th e  cane in d u s t r y  may l a t e r  
happen t o  t h e  C. I .  0 ." 1 9 9  The fo l lo w in g  month R alph  H e l s t e i n ,  
an o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  U n ited  Pack inghouse  Workers o f  America (CIO) 
t h a t  had j u r i s d i c t i o n  in  a number o f  s u g a r  r e f i n e r i e s ,  
su g g e s te d  t h a t  h i s  un io n  and t h e  NAWU combine f o r c e s  t o  
o rg a n iz e  t h e  L o u is ia n a  su g a r  i n d u s t r y . *-01 M i tc h e l l  l i k e  th e  
i d e a , " ^ 2 b u t  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  th e  
AFL saw many p o s s i b l e  o b s t a c l e s  to  o r g a n iz in g  f i f t y - f o u r  su g a r  
m i l l s  and t h e  many p l a n t a t i o n  w orkers  a s  w e l l . 193 The NAWU
98 h . L. M i t c h e l l  to  George Meany, November 10 , 1953, 
STFU, 69:1339.
99 M orning A d v o ca te . November 14 , 1953; The Donald- 
s o n v i l l e  C h ie f . November 20 , 1953.
_  _  ^90 "S ta te m e n t  o f  S o u th e rn  Sugar C o u n c il— CIO,"
/ 1 9 5 V ,  STFU, 69 :1393a.
1^1 Ralph H e l s t e i n  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  December 1 ,
1953, STFU, 6 9 :1 3 i+l.
^ 2 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Ralph H e l s t e i n ,  December 3 ,
1953, i b i d .
193 Peter McGavin to H. L. Mitchell, December 29,
1953, STFU, 69:1353.
r e a d i l y  ag re ed  t o  th e  AFL-CIO n o - r a i d i n g  agreem ent which 
se rv e d  a s  a p r e l im in a r y  t o  t h e  1956 m erger;^® 1* b u t  M i t c h e l l  
a d m it te d  to  G a la rza  t h a t  he sometimes com plained t o  Meany 
ab o u t CIO r a i d s  on NAWU j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  h o p in g  t h a t  th e  
c o m p e t i t io n  would cause  AFL-CIO l e a d e r s  t o  demand one j o i n t  
com m ittee  to  o rg a n iz e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s . H i s  s u b t l e  
scheme h a v in g  f a i l e d ,  M i tc h e l l  s e n t  to  Meany h i s  d r a f t  p r o p o s a l  
f o r  a j o i n t  AFL-CIO o r g a n iz in g  campaign f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
pack ing hou se  w o r k e r s .1-06 P e r i o d i c a l l y  he m entioned  th e  
p roposed  j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  on which he based  h i s  f u t u r e  h o p e s .107 
While w a i t in g  f o r  to p  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  AFL and t h e  CIO 
t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  h o p e d - fo r  j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  t h e  
NAWUTs L ocal 317 worked o u t  ten u o u s  ag reem en ts  w i th  CIO 
l o c a l s  in  th e  cane c o u n try .  F rank  L a p e y r o le r ie  o f  Local 317 
and CIO Packinghouse  Workers p led g e d  t o  c o n s o l id a t e  t h e  l o c a l s 1 
e f f o r t s  i n  su g a r  m i l l s  and i n  th e  cane f i e l d s .  M i t c h e l l  would 
have p r e f e r r e d  team in g  up w i th  Amalgamated Meat C u t te r s  and 
B u tche r  Workmen o f  N o rth  America (AFL), whose l e a d e r s  had
1-04 H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  George Meany, Ja n u a ry  4 , 1954,
i b i d .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  June  2 ,  1954, 
STFU, 70:1363.
1-06 H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  members o f  NAWU E x e c u tiv e  Board , 
August 4 ,  1954, STFU, 70:1368.
_ _ 1-07 Mitchell to Ernesto Galarza, September 15,
/1954/, STFU, 70:1371.
worked w e l l  w i th  th e  NAWU f o r  a number o f  y e a r s .  N o n e th e le s s ,  
t h e  NAWU f o r  a t im e  c o n s id e re d  j o i n i n g  t h e  CIO,'*'®® d e s p i t e  
M i t c h e l l Ts d i s l i k e  f o r  t h e  Communist i n f lu e n c e  i n  P ack ing ­
h o u se .  M i tc h e l l  hoped t h a t  t h e  NAWU co u ld  win o v e r  from 
Packinghouse  some s u g a r  m i l l s  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  and he knew t h a t
E. H. W illiam s o f  t h e  S t a t e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Labor would n o t  t r y  
t o  s ta n d  in  th e  way o f  such  a t t e m p t s . ^ ®
In  e a r l y  November, 1954, Henry P e l e t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Sugar 
Workers L oca l 1422 a t  Supreme Sugars  r e f i n e r y  in  L a b a d i e v i l l e ,  
t e le p h o n e d  E rn e s to  G a la rza  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  say  t h a t  t h e  men 
o f  L oca l 1420 a t  t h e  South  C oast r e f i n e r y  i n  Mathews were 
g o ing  on s t r i k e .  The two CIO l o c a l s ,  n o m in a l ly  u n der  th e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  P ack in gho use , had become e s t r a n g e d  from t h a t  
g roup and had become CIO L oca l I n d u s t r i a l  Unions (LIU)
Both P e l e t ,  who had h e lp e d  t h e  NAWU to  o r g a n iz e  f i e l d  w o rk e rs ,  
and George P a r r ,  t h e  d im in u t iv e  b u t  p u g n ac io u s  l e a d e r  o f  L oca l 
1420, r e a l i z e d  th e  need f o r  o r g a n iz in g  b o th  m i l l  and f i e l d  
w o rk e rs .  The CIO had g iv en  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l
108 I b i d . ,  O ctober 4 ,  1954 , STFU, 70 :1370 .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  C. P au l B a rk e r ,  O ctober 13 ,
1954, i b i d .
__ H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  /O c to b e r ,
1 9 5 4 / ,  STFU, 70:1371 .
E rn es to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 3 ,
1954, STFU, 70:1372.
w o rk ers  t o  P a c k in g h o u se ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h a t  group had no t  o rg a n ­
iz e d  f i e l d  w o rk e r s ,  i t  acknowledged t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  AFLTs 
NAWU, o r  so G a la rz a  th o u g h t .  Once t h i s  modus v iv e n d i  had been  
worked o u t ,  G a la rz a  rem inded M i t c h e l l  t h a t  V ic to r  R eu th e r  o f  
th e  CIO had prom ised  t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  an o r g a n iz in g  
campaign i f  t h e  AFL d id  n o t .  In  th e  meantime P e l e t  and P a r r
1 1 ?a llo w ed  G a la rza  t o  s i t  i n  on t h e i r  s t r i k e  s t r a t e g y  s e s s i o n s .  
L o ca l  1420 had d e c id ed  to  c a l l  a s t r i k e  b ecause  South  Coast 
C o rp o ra t io n  r e f u s e d  t o  fo l lo w  t h e  u s u a l  company p o l i c y  o f  
g r a n t i n g  c o n t r a c t  te rm s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  n e g o t i a t e d  by 1422 
in  L a b a d i e v i l l e .  P e l e t  hoped to  c a p i t a l i z e  on G a la rza * s  wide 
knowledge and e x p e r ie n c e  i n  l a b o r  d i s p u t e s  and h i s  e x p e r t i s e  i n  
p u b l i c i t y  campa i g n s .
The NAWU and th e  two CIO l o c a l  l e a d e r s  p lay e d  up th e  
AFL-CIO u n i ty  theme whenever p o s s i b l e .  G a la rza  s a i d  t h a t  
s i n c e  l o c a l s  1420 and 1422 had come t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  L oca l  
317 in  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  th e  NAWU was 
r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f a v o r  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  th w a r t  th e  Sugar Cane
114L eag ueTs s t r a t e g y  o f  t r y i n g  to  d e s t r o y  one un ion  a t  a t im e .  
G a la rza  asked  M i t c h e l l  t o  drum up more AFL s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e
I b i d . ,  November 6 , 1954.
Henry P e l e t ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  F eb ru a ry  29 , 1972.
114 ^ e  L afourche  Comet, November 11 , 1954.
Mathews strike*--*-^ and p ro b a b ly  w ro te  t h e  f l y e r  c i r c u l a t e d  by 
L ocal 317 e n t i t l e d  ’’Don1!  Cut Scab C a n e .” The s h e e t  s t r e s s e d  
h e lp in g  L oca l 1420 b u t  d id  n o t  a c t u a l l y  c a l l  cane f i e l d  w orkers  
t o  s t r i k e . ^ ®  M i tc h e l l  rem inded G a la rza  t o  r e q u e s t  E. H. 
W il l ia m s 1 s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t r i k e ,  b u t  a d m i t te d :  "We a r e
cau gh t betw een t h e  AFL-CIO U n ity  moves / a n d /  th e  C. I .  0 .  f o u l  
up i n  t u r n i n g  o v e r  t o  UPWA j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
w o rk e rs .  None o f  t h e s e  to p  guys i n  e i t h e r  AFL o r  C. I .  0 .
—  —  1 1 7
[ i - s /  concerned  ab o u t what happens t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e r s ."
Even thoug h  he knew M i t c h e l l ’ s a p p r a i s a l  had a c c u r a t e l y  
d e s c r ib e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  E rn e s to  G a la rz a  o u t l i n e d  d e t a i l e d  
a p p e a ls  t o  V ic to r  R eu th e r  and George Meany, h o p e fu l  t h a t  some­
how th e  two l e a d e r s  m igh t sp o n so r  a j o i n t  campaign i n  th e  
su g a r  i n d u s t r y .  He e x p la in e d  t o  R eu the r  t h a t  M i tc h e l l  had 
s e n t  him t o  a s s i s t  t h e  CIO l o c a l  on s t r i k e  a t  Mathews s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  t o  check  t h e  te n d e n cy  o f  sm a l l  fa rm e rs  t o  s i d e  w i th  
th e  American Sugar Cane L eague, w hich a l l e g e d l y  r e f u s e d  to  
g r in d  t h e i r  cane and imposed h i g h e r - t h a n - u s u a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  
t r a s h  c o n te n t  i n  t h e i r  cane i f  t h e y  d id  n o t  a b id e  by Cane League
E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  t e le g r a m  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  
November 7 , 1954, STFU, 70 :1372 .
116 "Don’t  Cut Scab C ane ,"  L o ca l  317, n . d .  / 1 9 5 4 / ,
JFR P a p e rs ,  "1954 Cane S t r i k e —M athews."
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  November 8 ,
1954, STFU, 70 :1372 .
l a b o r  p o l i c i e s .  He asked  R eu the r  t o  send  an e x p e r t  on l a b o r -  
farm  r e l a t i o n s  t o  v a r io u s  h i g h - l e v e l  u n io n  m ee tin g s  and t o  p r o ­
t e s t  t o  th e  D epartm ent o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  ab o u t  t r a s h  c o n te n t  
d e d u c t io n s .  He v o lu n te e r e d  t o  h e lp  d r a f t  a  s t a te m e n t  on t h e
■I I  O
s u b j e c t .  Then t o  George Meany he e x p la in e d  how th e  NAWU 
and P ack ing hou se  had come to  an ag reem ent o v e r  f i e l d  w orkers  
and how c u r r e n t l y  he was a s s i s t i n g  t h e  CIO l o c a l  on s t r i k e  by 
p r e s s u r i n g  S ou th  Coast C o rp o ra t io n  th ro u g h  NAWU in f lu e n c e  w i th  
p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e rs .  H in t in g  t h a t  th e  NAWU m ight j o i n  th e  CIO, 
G a la rza  p o i n t e d l y  in q u i r e d  i f  t h e  AFL was i n t e r e s t e d  in  a 
u n i t e d  e f f o r t  i n  th e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y . A  week l a t e r  t h e  NAWU 
had r e c e iv e d  no word from e i t h e r  Meany o r  R e u th e r .  -^ 0  in  
L o u is ia n a  G a la rz a  and Joe  Guidry became d i s g u s te d  w i th  E. H. 
W il l ia m s 1 r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a c t ,  and G a la rz a  f i n a l l y  t o l d  him he 
no l o n g e r  c o n s id e re d  t h e  AFL i n  t h e  NAWU p l a n s . ^-21
Not u n e x p e c te d ly  F a th e r  Jerome D ro le t  p i t c h e d  i n t o  th e  
Mathews f r a y  w i th  h i s  u s u a l  abandon. The o ld  feud  w i th  C h ie f  
Deputy E ddie  S t e .  M arie  f l a r e d  up a g a in  when D ro le t  accused
118 E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  memorandum t o  V ic to r  R e u th e r ,  
November 1 6 ,  1954 , i b i d .
119 E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  Memorandum t o  George Meany, 
November 1 8 ,  1954, i b i d .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  November 22 ,
1954, i b i d .
Ernesto Galarza to H. L. Mitchell, November 28,
1954, ibid.
t h e  L afou rche  P a r i s h  s h e r i f f ’s o f f i c e  o f  a i d i n g  S ou th  C oast
a g a i n s t  t h e  w o rk e rs  and o f  h a r a s s in g  s t r i k e r s  i n s t e a d  o f
c lo s in g  down n o to r io u s  houses  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o p e r a t in g  in
t h e  p a r i s h .  S te .  M arie  com plained t h a t  from t h e  p u l p i t
F a th e r  D ro le t  had c r i t i c i z e d  him f o r  convoying  sc a b s  from
n e ig h b o r in g  T errebonne  P a r i s h  t o  work a t  Mathews. Sa id  S te .
M arie :  " I  am e s c o r t i n g  m il lw o rk e r s  in  a bus and a 6 o r  7 c a r
convoy b ecau se  someone f i r e d  on a b u s lo a d  o f  w orkers  d u r in g
th e  1953 s u g a r  s t r i k e .  I  d on ’t  want a n y th in g  l i k e  t h a t  t o
1 PPhappen i n  t h i s  p a r i s h . ,,x Over Thibodaux r a d io  s t a t i o n
KTIB D ro le t  responded  t o  S t e .  M arie  by s a y in g  t h a t  i n  c r o s s i n g
p i c k e t  l i n e s  t h e  c h i e f  depu ty  had ta k e n  s i d e s  a g a i n s t  t h e
123w ork ing  men and women o f  L afou rche  P a r i s h .  Because f i n d i n g  
s k i l l e d  su g a r  b o i l e r s  and e v a p o r a to r  pan  o p e r a t o r s  was d i f f i ­
c u l t ,  T. M. B a rk er  f e l t  D ro le t  e x a g g e ra te d  th e  im p o rtan c e  o f  
convoying  w o rk e rs .  B ark er  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  f i rm  t r a n s p o r t e d  cane 
from Mathews and ground i t  a t  V a le n t in e  Sugars  t o  keep  fa rm e rs  
from l o s i n g  t h e i r  crop.*-21* Henry P e l e t ,  who blam es h im s e l f  
f o r  m i s c a l c u l a t i n g  c o n d i t io n s  and e n c o u ra g in g  t h e  s t r i k e  a t  
Mathews a g a i n s t  u n fa v o ra b le  o d d s ,  a g re e s  w i th  B a rk e r  on t h i s
122 The L afou rche  Comet, November 18 , 1954.
123 I b i d . . November 25 , 1954.
I 2 '* T. M. B a rk e r ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w ,  May 10 ,
1972.
p o i n t - - a t  l e a s t  P e l e t  a g re e s  t h a t  convoying was n o t  a m ajor 
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s t r . i k e , s u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e . 125
S te .  M arie  r e p l i e d  s im p ly  ,Tno comment’*126 t o  pro i e t» s  
q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  h i s  r e f u s i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a S en a te  c r im e-  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  com m ittee and h i s  f a i l u r e  to  e n fo rc e  laws 
a g a i n s t  " s o - c a l l e d  n ig h t  c l u b s ” i n  Thibodaux. These must have 
been  e m b a r ra s s in g  q u e s t io n s  f o r  law  enfo rcem en t p e r s o n n e l ,  
f o r  ev e ry  h ig h  s c h o o l  boy in  t h e  a re a  knew abou t th e  infam ous 
" J e a n e t t e ' s . ” Asked by t h e  C h a n c e l lo r  o f  t h e  A rch d io cese  i f  he 
co u ld  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  c h a rg e s  c a r r i e d  by t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s ,
D ro le t  s p e l l e d  o u t  th e  names o f  p e o p le  who managed J e a n e t t e ' s  
and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  " d i s r e p u t a b l e  p l a c e s "  whose names th e  l o c a l  
p r e s s  u s u a l ly  d e l e t e d .  D r o le t  a l s o  t o l d  t h e  C h a n ce llo r  t h a t  
S te .  M arie  had com m itted an a c t  o f  b r u t a l i t y  on Welton L e s t r i c k  
d u r in g  t h e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  th e  y e a r  b e f o r e . -*-27
When E rn es to  G a la rza  rem inded H. L. M i t c h e l l  t h a t  
Deputy S h e r i f f  S te .  M arie  was t h e  man who p i s to l -w h ip p e d  
L e s t r i c k  th e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  he had hopes o f  waging a p u b l i c i t y  
campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  a n t i - l a b o r  f o r c e s  i n  L afourche  P a r i s h .  
G a la rza  s a i d  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  S te .  M arie  had a r r e s t e d  Fred W ansley,
12b Henry P e l e t ,  i n t e r v i e w ,  F eb ru a ry  29 , 1972.
U n id e n t i f i e d  c l i p p i n g ,  December 28, / 1 9 5 4 / ,
D ro le t  Scrapbook .
127 Jerome D ro le t  t o  C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  Thanks­
g iv in g ,  19SM-, JFR P a p e rs ,  "1954 Cane S t r i k e —M athews."
a un io n  w orker a t  a l o c a l  p a p e r m i l l  owned in  p a r t  by T. M.
B arker*s  f i r m ,  and h e ld  him f o r  s e v e n te e n  days b e fo re
r e l e a s i n g  him. The u n ion  und o u b ted ly  hoped t o  l i n k  B arker
and th e  Cane League w i th  S te .  M a r ie ’ s a c t i o n s ,  b u t  i t
a p p a r e n t ly  d id  n o t  have much o f  a c a s e . 1 ^ 8
S te .  M arie  a r r e s t e d  George P a r r  on November 24,
1954, f o r  d i s t u r b i n g  th e  peace  and r e l e a s e d  him h a l f  an
h o u r  l a t e r .  L oca l 1420 c a l l e d  th e  i n c i d e n t  a p o l i c e  campaign
1 29a g a i n s t  t h e  u n io n .  The C h ie f  Deputy s a id  t h a t  P a r r  had
cu rsed  d e p u t i e s  George R ebstock  and A lb e r t  Duet and t h a t  he
would n o t  t o l e r a t e  " u n c a l le d  f o r  c u r s in g  by a u n ion  o f f i c i a l
1 30o f  my men when th e y  a r e  s im p ly  d o in g  t h e i r  du ty  . . . .
Members o f  L oca l  1420 welcomed t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e
f i e r y  F a th e r  D ro le t  f o r  t h e i r  s t r i k e ,  b u t  th e y  lo a th e d  th e  
a c t io n s  o f  Monsignor Dominic P e r in o ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  Holy S a v io r  
Church in  L o c k p o r t ,  whose p a r i s h  in c lu d e d  th e  Mathews community. 
The union  c la im ed  t h a t  T. M. B ark er  and Roland Toups (a South  
Coast v i c e  p r e s i d e n t )  were " f e e d in g  him ^ P e r in o /  a l i n e  o f  
b u l l . "  S u g g e s t in g  t h a t  M onsignor P e r in o  sh ou ld  be  r e p l a c e d ,
128 E rn es to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 27 , 
1954, STFU, 70 :1372 ; L oca l  1420 S t r i k e  B u l l e t i n  No. 8,
November 29 , 1954, JFR P a p e rs ,  "1954 Cane S t r i k e —M athews."
L o ca l 1420 S t r i k e  B u l l e t i n  No. 5 , November 25 , 
and No. 6 , November 25 , 1954, i b i d .
The Lafourche Comet, December 2, 1954.
union  l e a d e r s  accu sed  him o f  b e in g  a n t i - l a b o r  and u n sy m p a th e tic  
t o  th e  needs o f  th e  w ork ing  man.*-^*- A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  L oca l 
1420, a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  P e r in o * s  s t a te m e n t s  c o n t r a d ic t e d  C a th o l ic  
l a b o r  p o l i c y ,  asked  t o  meet w i th  A rchbishop  Rummel o r  C hancel­
l o r  P lau che  to  d i s c u s s  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  p a s t o r * s  s ta n d  on 
C a th o l ic  s t r i k e r s  who c o n s id e re d  him a spokesman f o r  T. M. 
B a rk er  and Roland Toups. The C o rresp o n d en t s a i d  t h a t  w orkers  
wondered why t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r  o f t e n  v i s i t e d  th e  South  
Coast o f f i c e  b u t  n e v e r  u n ion  h a l l  and im p l ie d  t o  s t r i k e r s *  
w ives t h a t  p r a y in g  would do no g o o d .*-32 F a th e r  D ro le t  t o l d  
t h e  A rchb ishop  t h a t  M onsignor P e r in o * s  s t a te m e n t s  h u r t  t h e  
un ion  cau se  a t  Mathews and t h a t  th e  L ockp o rt  p a s to r * s  c h i e f  
a d v i s e r  on s o c i a l  m a t t e r s ,  T. M. B a rk e r ,  had used  a P r o t e s ­
t a n t  document to  s u p p o r t  h i s  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  v iew s th e  p re v io u s  
133summer.
In  l a t e  November H. L. M i t c h e l l  e x p re s s e d  concern  ab ou t 
t h e  p o s s i b l e  fo rm a t io n  o f  a C a th o l ic  in d e p e n d e n t  un ion  in  th e  
s u g a r  c o u n try .  Rumors o f  su ch  a move, he t o l d  G a la rz a ,  o r i ­
g in a te d  b ecau se  F a th e r  L ou is  Twomey d id  n o t  g e t  a lo n g  w e l l  w i th
*-3*- L ocal 1420 S t r i k e  B u l l e t i n  No. 8 ,  November 29, 
1954, JFR P a p e rs ,  ”1954 Cane S t r i k e —M athews;" L o ca l  1420 
mimeographed in fo rm a t io n  s h e e t ,  n . d .  ^T9547, D ro le t  Scrapbook.
1 F e l i x  J .  Dugas t o  C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  November
29, 1954, JFR P a p e rs ,  "1954 Cane S t r i k e —M athew s."
Jerome D ro le t  t o  Joseph  F ra n c i s  Rummel, November
30, 1954, i b i d .
th e  boys i n  P ack ingh ouse . " I  d o n ’t  know what t h e  h e l l  t o  say  
ab o u t  a l l  t h i s , "  M i tc h e l l  w ro te ,  "however i t  i s  now obv iou s  
to  a l l  o f  us t h a t  n e i t h e r  AFL o r  C. I .  0 .  have any i n t e n t i o n  
o f  sp e n d in g  money on an a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orker o r g a n i z a t i o n .  "134- 
Mi t c h e l l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  AFL and t h e  CIO would merge so o n , and 
he went to  L o u is ia n a  t o  d is c o u ra g e  t a l k  o f  t h e  C a th o l ic  i n d e -
I  Q  C
p e n d e n t  u n io n .  J He t o l d  a t t o r n e y  C. P au l B ark er  t h a t  i n  
view  o f  th e  coming AFL-CIO m erg e r ,  u s in g  L ocal 14-20 as  th e  
b a s i s  f o r  an in d ep e n d en t  u n io n ,  backed by th e  C a th o l i c  Church, 
would be m isu n d e rs to o d  n o t  o n ly  by b ig o ts  b u t  by devou t 
C a th o l i c s  l i k e  George Meany. M i t c h e l l  in q u i r e d  i f  B arker 
cou ld  a sk  C h a r le s  Logan to  t a l k  A rchbishop  Rummel i n to  p u t t i n g  
a damper on t h e  in d ep en d en t  u n io n  n o t i o n . ^ 3® C h a r le s  L oganfs 
p a r t n e r  fo rw arded  t o  C h a n c e l lo r  P lauche  word o f  M i t c h e l l ’s 
conce rn  abou t t h e  p roposed  new union.^-37 The A rchb ishop  
a p p a r e n t ly  r e c e iv e d  th e  in fo r m a t io n  and ag reed  w i th  M i t c h e l l ,
h . L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  November 30 , 1954, 
STFU, 70:1372^
H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  November 30 , 1954,
i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  C. P au l B a rk e r ,  November 30 ,
1954, i b i d .
137 J .  M ichael E a r ly  t o  C h a rle s  J .  P la u c h e ,  December 
6 , 1954, JFR P a p e rs ,  "1953 Sugar Cane S t r i k e . "
f o r  a t  t h e  end o f  th e  y e a r  th e  NAWU l e a d e r  w ro te  t h a t  he had 
been a b le  t o  s to p  th e  m ovem ent.^®
H. L. M i t c h e l l ’s a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a new un io n  
was a huge o r g a n iz in g  campaign i n  t h e  L o u is ia n a  s u g a r  cane and 
r i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  su p p o r te d  by a id  from t h e  AFL and t h e  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  u n io n s .  To succeed  t h e  NAWU w ould , he s a i d ,  need $5,000 
p e r  month f o r  tw e n ty - f o u r  m onths. The c l o s i n g  p a ra g ra p h  o f  
M i t c h e l l ’s o r g a n iz in g  p ro s p e c tu s  r e f e r r e d  t o  C a th o l i c  Church 
su p p o r t  f o r  th e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  and t o  A rch b ish op  Rummel*s 
r o l e  in  t h e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  c o n t r o v e r s y .139 E i t h e r  t h e  A rch­
b ish o p  o r  h i s  a d v i s e r s  th o u g h t  th e  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  
c h u rc h ’s r o l e  sh o u ld  be  om m itted . Logan asked  M i t c h e l l  t o  
d e l e t e  t h e  f i n a l  pa rag rap h ,-* -^  and t h e  NAWU l e a d e r  r e a d i l y  
a g r e e d . M i t c h e l l  t o l d  a N a t io n a l  S h a r e c r o p p e r s ’ Fund 
o f f i c i a l  he would move t h e  NAWU h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  New O rlea n s  i f  
C h a r le s  Logan and E. H. W illiam s found ways t o  r a i s e  t h e  $5,000
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  December 29 , 1954, 
STFU, 70:1373 .
H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  memorandum t o  C.
Paul B a rk e r ,  December 16 , 1954, i b i d .
C h a r le s  Logan to  C h a r le s  J .  P la u c h e ,  December 27 , 
1954, JFR P a p e rs ,  "1953 Sugar Cane S t r i k e ; "  C h a r le s  Logan t o  
H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  C h a r le s  Logan, December 2 9 ,
1954, i b i d .
a month needed f o r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a m p a i g n . I n  t h e  u n io n , s 
M id-South r e g io n ,  where b la c k  and w h ite  P r o t e s t a n t  p r e a c h e r s  
e x e r te d  c o n s id e r a b le  i n f l u e n c e ,  some members f e a r e d  t h a t  moving 
to  New O rlean s  would g iv e  t h e  C a th o l i c  Church to o  much i n f l u ­
ence in  u n ion  a f f a i r s .  " I  d o n ' t  want t o  t h i n k  o u r  o f f i c e  w i l l  
be DOMINATED BY THE CATHOLICS, b u t  I  do have t h i s  f e e l i n g , ” a 
b la c k  NAWU v ic e  p r e s i d e n t  w ro te  to  t h e  M id-South d i r e c t o r  who 
was h im s e l f  a P r o t e s t a n t  m i n i s t e r .
By m id -Jan u a ry  L o ca l 1420 was red u ced  t o  b a r g a in in g  
from a weakened p o s i t i o n ,  u n a b le  even t o  i n s i s t  t h a t  South  
Coast d ism is s  t h e  tw e n ty - f i v e  sc a b s  i t  had h i r e d  d u r in g  t h e  
Mathews s t r i k e . 1^  M i t c h e l l  w ro te  Twomey a b o u t  u n io n  p la n s  
f o r  f i n a n c in g  a b i g  o r g a n iz in g  d r i v e , b u t ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  
NAWU p r o s p e c t s  f o r  th e  f u t u r e ,  he t o l d  G a la rza  t h a t  ” . . .  
we h a v en Tt  a program  f o r  farm  w orke rs  t h a t  a p p e a ls  t o  them 
. . . . ” He asked  G a l a r z a 's  o p in io n  ab o u t some k in d  o f  w e l f a r e
142 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  December 29 , 1954, 
STFU, 70:1373 .
F. R. B e t to n  t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  F e b ru a ry  1 ,  
1955, STFU, 7 0 :1381 .
144 Ma y and George P a r r  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  Ja n u a ry
11 , 1955, STFU, 71 :1381 .
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1 Ufifund f o r  sm a ll  f a r m e r s ,  ° which he l a t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  a 
l e t t e r  t o  F a th e r  Twomey as  h i s  m utua l b e n e f i t  fund f o r  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .
The CIO’s  f a i l u r e  to  s u p p o r t  a d e q u a te ly  t h e  sm a ll  
un io n  caused  L oca l 1420 to  make a weak show ing i n  th e  Mathews 
s t r i k e .  G a la rza  f e l t  t h a t  P ack inghouse  had encouraged  th e  
l o c a l  i t  once had j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t o  s t r i k e  and expend i t s  
r e s o u r c e s ,  h o p in g  to  f o r c e  i t  b ack  i n t o  P ack ingh ouse . u . . 
CIO and PH have done an e f f i c i e n t  jo b  o f  b re a k in g  P a r r  and 
P e l e t  . . . , n G a la rza  w ro te .  T,I  am a lm o s t  s i c k  o v e r  what 
h a s  happened to  th o s e  h a l f  dozen boys i n  Mathews and i t ’s 
t h e  same godamn complacency o f  th o s e  a t  t h e  t o p , "  he s a i d .  
Henry P e l e t  d i s c u s s e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l o c a l s  1420 and 1422 
r a i s i n g  dues t o  f in a n c e  an o r g a n iz in g  d r iv e  i n  t h e  m i l l s  and 
in  th e  f i e l d s . M i t c h e l l  th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  CIO su p p o r te d  
Pack inghouse  l e a d e r s  b ecau se  V ic to r  R e u th e r  f e a r e d  t h a t
P ack inghouse  would merge w i th  th e  B u tch e rs  b e f o r e  Meany and
l  n o
R eu th e r  cou ld  consum ate t h e i r  ’’u n i ty  d e a l . ” The NAWU
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l o a d e r  sen sed  t h a t  V ic to r  R eu th e r  f e l t  ashamed ab o u t  th e  
doub le  c r o s s  CIO had p u l l e d  on G a la rza  a t  Mathews and 
r e fu s e d  t o  t a l k  ab o u t  i t . 150
E a r ly  i n  F e b ru a ry ,  1 9 5 5 ,  L ocal 14-20 and South  C oast 
C o rp o ra t io n  s ig n e d  a new tw o -y e a r  c o n t r a c t ,  which G alarza  
th o u g h t  p ro v id e d  few r e a l  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  u n i o n .151 L a te r  
a f t e r  th e  CIO, t h i n k i n g  p e rh a p s  t h a t  G a la rza  had p r o f i t e d  
u n d u ly ,  s e n t  a u d i t o r s  t o  check t h e  Mathews s t r i k e  fu n d ,  t h e  
M exican-Am erican l a b o r  l e a d e r  gave v e n t  t o  h i s  em o tion s :
"So h e lp  me M itc h ,  do I  have to  t a k e  t h i s  k in d  o f  b u l l  a t  my 
s t a g e  o f  l i f e  . . . .  I Tm remembering t h e  week I  tu rn e d  
o v e r  my s a l a r y  check  to  th e  s t r i k e  fu n d —t h e  week I  went 
s i x  days w i th  2 7  c e n t s  i n  my p o c k e t  b ecau se  I  was a b le  to  
g e t  m eals h e re  and t h e r e  and i n  s t r i k e r Ts home and on 
th e  p i c k e t  l i n e  and b e ca u se  I  was l ik e w is e  a b le  t o  g e t  f r e e  
f l o p s . "152 M i t c h e l l  a d v is e d  him to  ig n o re  t h e s e  i n s u l t i n g  
a c c u s a t io n s  w i th  h i s  own m em ories: " I  have been  accused  o f
e v e r y th in g  from s t e a l i n g  money t o  s e l l i n g  s h a r e c r o p p e r s / V  
c lo t h e s  o f f  t h e i r  b a c k s . " 1 5 3
150 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  J a n u a ry  7 , 1955, 
STFU, 71 :1378 .
151 xhe L afo u rch e  Comet, F eb ruary  3 , 1955.
152 E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  F eb ru ary  21 , 
1955, STFU, 71 :1382 .
H. L. Mitchell to Ernesto Galarza, February 25,
1955, ibid.
M itc h e l l  was u n a b le  t o  heed h i s  own s e n s i b l e  a d v ic e  
when he re a d  w i th  d i s b e l i e f  a s t a te m e n t  made by George Meany 
a t  th e  AFL*s Miami Beach c o n v e n t io n .  In  s u g g e s t in g  campaigns 
t o  o r g a n iz e  a g r i b u s i n e s s ,  Meany s a i d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  farm  
hand ” . . .  i s  t h e  ty p e  o f  w orker who w i l l  n o t  b e n e f i t  from 
u n i o n i z i n g . " M i t c h e l l  com plained  i n  a te le g ra m  t o  Meany 
(which t h e  AFL l e a d e r  ig n o re d )  t h a t  t h e  s ta te m e n t  would h u r t  
th e  NAWU.*'^1*' On f i r s t  r e a d in g  MeanyTs rem a rk s ,  M i t c h e l l  grew 
so  an g ry  he co u ld  n o t  e a t  h i s  b r e a k f a s t . T h e  NAWU had 
in d eed  been cau g h t  i n  t h e  AFL-CIO u n i t y  move—and n e i t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  p ropo sed  m erger had g iv e n  th e  NAWU any i n d i c a ­
t i o n  o f  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  U n le ss  th e  
AFL o r  t h e  CIO a c te d  so o n , t im e  would ru n  o u t  f o r  t h e  NAWU, 
whose l e a d e r  in d eed  h e ld  a b e a r  by th e  t a i l .
ISM- h . L. M i t c h e l l ,  mimeographed news r e l e a s e ,  
F e b ru a ry  1 2 , 1955, STFU, 71 :1381 .
_  _  /D o ro th y  DowV t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  F eb ru ary  2M-,
/ 1 9 5 V ,  STFU, 71 :1382 .
CHAPTER V II
WAITING FOR LEFTY AND HE ISN 'T COMING
As t h e  p rop osed  m erger o f  t h e  two g i a n t  u n io n  conglom­
e r a t e s  came c l o s e r  t o  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  p rob lem s o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers U nion , c a u g h t ,  i t s  p r e s i d e n t  s a i d ,  
betw een t h e  AFL and t h e  CIO, i n c r e a s e d  i n  f re q u e n c y  and in  
i n t e n s i t y .  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  ang ry  a t  t h e  CIO f o r  r e n e g in g  
on i t s  p rom ise  t o  f in a n c e  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n iz in g  campaign 
and f o r  im p ly in g  t h a t  he had p r o f i t e d  p e r s o n a l l y  from th e  
1959- Mathews s t r i k e ,  wondered i f  b e in g  b roke  and i n  d e b t  was 
n o t  to o  g r e a t  a p r i c e  t o  pay  f o r  b e in g  a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  th e  
AFL.-*- George M eany's s t a te m e n t  t h a t  farm  l a b o r e r s  would n o t  
b e n e f i t  from u n i o n iz a t i o n  caused  G a la rza  and H. L. M i t c h e l l  
t o  wonder ab o u t  t h e  NAWU's f u t u r e  i n  th e  new AFL-CI0.2 
A lthough  M i t c h e l l  had n o t  p r e s e n te d  an o p t i m i s t i c  view o f  
p r o s p e c t s  to  t h e  u n i o n 's  e x e c u t iv e  b o a rd ,  he em phasized t h a t  
th e  un io n  sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  t o  be t h e  spokesman f o r  d e f e n s e l e s s
E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  March 2 ,  1955, 
S o u th e rn  Tenant Farm ers Union P a p e rs ,  M ic ro f i lm ,  R o ll  38. 
H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  STFU, R o l l  38.
2 H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  March 3 , 1953, 
i b i d . ;  E rn es to  G a la rza  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  March 10 , 1955, 
i b i d .
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and u n o rg a n iz e d  w o rk e rs .  " I f  we f a i l , "  he s a i d ,  "we must go 
down f i g h t i n g  in  t h e  same manner i n  which we r o s e  21 y e a r s  
a g o . " 3
E. H. W illiam s o f  t h e  S t a t e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Labor 
p ro b a b ly  p lan n e d  t o  b a rg a in  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  
in  1956 by exem pting  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n s  from i t s  p r o v i s i o n s .  
Maybe he th o u g h t  d o in g  so  would be e a s i e r  w i th o u t  th e  NAWUTs 
a r t i c u l a t e  spokesmen around  p u b l i c i z i n g  h i s  ev e ry  move. The 
NAWU, a t  l e a s t ,  th o u g h t  W illiam s had t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  i n  mind. 
In  May, 1955 , Joe  Guidry te le p h o n e d  p r e s i d e n t  H. L. M i t c h e l l  
t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  W illiam s and E. J .  Bourg wanted t o  bypass  t h e  
NAWU and o r g a n iz e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  They p lan n e d  to  
employ F e l i x  Dugas and F rank  L a p e y r o le r ie  t o  form an AFL f e d ­
e r a l  u n ion  i n  th e  s t a t e . ^  I f  M i t c h e l l  was unaware t h a t  
W ill iam s had blamed t h e  NAWU f o r  t h e  p a ssa g e  o f  t h e  1954- 
r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law , he n o n e th e le s s  re c o g n iz e d  t h i s  t h r e a t  to  
th e  un ion  and r e a c t e d  q u ic k ly  to  i t .  He t o l d  h i s  o r g a n iz e r s  
t h a t  W ill iam s cou ld  h i r e  them as lo n g  as  t h e  members th e y  
r e c r u i t e d  jo in e d  th e  NAWU. M i t c h e l l  s a i d  t h a t  W illiam s knew 
t h a t  fo rm ing  a f e d e r a l  l a b o r  un ion  where i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r
3 H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  r e p o r t  t o  NAWU E x ec u tiv e  Board , 
A p r i l  3 ,  1955 , i b i d .
^ Jo sep h  Guidry te le g ra m  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  May 22 , 
1955 , i b i d .
n a t i o n a l  u n io n s  a l r e a d y  o p e ra te d  was c o n t r a r y  t o  AFL p o l ic y .®  
The same day t h a t  he com plained t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r  o f  
t h e  AFL a b o u t  th e  p roposed  f e d e r a l  l a b o r  union ,®  M i tc h e l l  t o l d  
E. H. W ill iam s he co u ld  h i r e  h i s  o r g a n i z e r s  as  lo n g  as  th e y  
rem ained  under th e  NAWU b a n n e r . '7 M i t c h e l l  t o l d  G a la rza  t h a t  
W ill iam s sp re a d  a t a l e ,  which he o b v io u s ly  knew to  be f a l s e ,  
o f  H a s iw a rfs  making $30,000 in  Hammond on t h e  s t r a w b e r r y  
d e a l i n g s .  W illiam s a l s o  t o l d  F a th e r  L ou is  Twomey t h a t  t h e  
NATO had f a i l e d  w i th  d a i r y ,  s t r a w b e r r y ,  and cane and was a 
d y in g  o u t f i t  t h a t  would be d i s p la c e d  by a n o th e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
un ion  u n le s s  c o n d i t i o n s  changed q u ic k ly .  The f e d e r a l  un ion  
scheme f e l l  th ro u g h  b ecau se  o f  M i tc h e l l* s  l e t t e r s  and d i s ­
c l o s u r e s  , and W illiam s e x p la in e d  t h i n g s  by t e l l i n g  M i t c h e l l
O
t h a t  Joe  G uidry had l i e d  abou t t h e  whole m a t t e r .
M i t c h e l l  a t t e n d e d  th e  AFL-CIO m erger c o n v e n t io n  i n  New 
York in  December, 1955, and r e tu r n e d  somewhat buoyed in  s p i r i t .  
He had asked  Tony Songy, CIO l e a d e r  i n  R e se rv e ,  to  come to  
W ashington p r i o r  t o  t h e  co n v en tio n  t o  c o n fe r  w i th  Henry P e l e t ,  
George P a r r ,  and t h e  NAWU h ig h  command on p l a n s  t o  p r e s e n t  to
5 H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  i d e n t i c a l  l e t t e r s  t o  Jo sep h  G u id ry , 
F e l ix  Dugas, and F ran k  L a p e y r o le r i e ,  May 2 3 , 1955 , i b i d .
® H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  W ill iam  S c h n i t z l e r ,  i b i d .
7 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t e le g ra m  t o  E. H. W il l ia m s ,  i b i d .
® H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  May 2 5 , 1955,
i b i d .
W alte r  R e u th e r  f o r  o r g a n iz in g  su g a r  w o rk e rs .  As i f  t o  u n d e r­
mine th e  CIOIs r o l e  t o  Songy, M i t c h e l l  s a id  t h a t  Pack inghouse  
would e i t h e r  merge w i th  Amalgamated M e a tc u t te r s  and B u tcher 
Workmen o f  N orth  America o r  be thrown o u t  b e ca u se  o f  t h e i r  
Communist c o n n e c t io n s .^  At th e  c o n v e n t io n  M i t c h e l l  r e c e iv e d  
some encouragem ent t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly  he would r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  
h e lp  from th e  AFL-CIO. " . . .  /W e  a t  l e a s t  have t h e  f e e l i n g ,  
h i s  w ife  s a i d ,  " t h a t  we w i l l  n o t  be l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e  co ld  
c o m p le te ly .
The NAWU became alarm ed ab o u t  rumors t h a t  P ack ing ­
house  v ic e  p r e s i d e n t  A. T. "Tony" S tep hens  would la u n c h  a 
d r iv e  t o  o r g a n iz e  f i e l d  w orke rs  a s  soon a s  h i s  u n ion  and th e  
B u tch e rs  m erged. M i t c h e l l  e x p la in e d  t o  h i s  o ld  f r i e n d  P a t r i c k  
Gorman, th e  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  B u tc h e r s ,  h i s  u n d e r­
s t a n d in g  t h a t  t h e  NAWU would have j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
w orkers  i n  t h e  AFL-CIO. The NAWUfs sev en  t o p - f l i g h t  o r g a n iz e r s
M i tc h e l l  s a i d ,  had many y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  a g r i c u l t u r a l
nw o rk e rs .  ^
^ H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Tony Songy, November 21 , 1955, 
STFU, R o l l  39.
Dorothy Dowe t o  A r th u r  C h u r c h i l l ,  December 13 ,
1955, i b i d .
H  H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  P a t r i c k  Gorman, J a n u a ry  6 ,
1956, i b i d .
To make c e r t a i n  t h e  B u tch e rs  were p o s te d  on t h e  l a t e s t  
ch a rg es  a g a i n s t  P ack in g h o u se , M i t c h e l l  s e n t  Gorman a copy o f  
h i s  n o te s  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  Communist i n f lu e n c e s  i n  t h e  UPWA. He 
d id  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  Pack inghouse  l e a d e r  R alph  H e l s t e i n  was a 
Communist, b u t  Communists i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  found him t r a c ­
t a b l e  and k e p t  him i n  o f f i c e .  V ice p r e s i d e n t  S tephens  a d m it te d  
he was once a Communist, M i t c h e l l  added , and i n  1953 P ack in g ­
house  r e j e c t e d  an amendment w hich  would have b a r r e d  Communists 
from m em bership. H e l s t e i n  once p ro p o se d  t h a t  th e  NAWU and 
h i s  UPWA match funds and o r g a n i z e r s  f o r  a cane i n d u s t r y  d r i v e ,  
b u t  t h e  NAWU d id  n o t  have t h e  m a tch in g  fu n d s ,  and t h e  AFL
re fu s e d  to  u n d e rw r i te  a cam paign . ^  M i t c h e l l  f e l t  t h a t  i f
1 3Gorman, who had prom ised  n e v e r  t o  r a i d  NAWU t e r r i t o r y , J and
o t h e r  b ig  u n io n s  su p p o r te d  th e  NAWU, t h e  AFL-CIO would make 
1 M-c o n c e s s io n s .
Meanwhile, i n  L o u is ia n a ,  NAWU r e l a t i o n s  w i th  E. H. 
W illiam s d e t e r i o r a t e d  r a p i d l y .  M i t c h e l l  s e a rc h e d  f o r  docu­
mented ev id e n ce  o f  W il l ia m s T a l l e g e d  in s u r a n c e  b u s in e s s  
c o n n e c t io n s  i n  L a fo u rch e  P a r i s h  w i th  businessm an  Harvey P e l t i e r ,
_}■* _H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  n o te s  on NAWU-UPWA n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  
n . d . ,  / 1 9 5 5 / ,  i b i d .
P a t r i c k  Gorman to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Ja n u a ry  12 , 1956,
i b i d .
II. L. Mitchell to Patrick Gorman, January 19, 1956,
i b i d .
w hich  ho hoped Murray Kenrpton cou ld  u se  f o r  an e x p o s i  o f
W il l ia m s .15 M i t c h e l l  s u s p e c te d  t h a t  W illiam s had encouraged
t h e  S e a f a r e r 7s I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union (SIU) t o  advance Joe
G uidry  $800 and t o  h i r e  him as an o r g a n i z e r .  ” . . .  I  am
c o n v in c e d ,” M i t c h e l l  s a i d ,  " i t  was t o  keep  us from moving
f a s t  i n t o  t h e  s u g a r  cane a r e a s  where he / W i l l i a m ^ /  p e r s o n a l l y
has  b u s in e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s . "15 L a t e r  W illiam s
a t te m p te d  t o  e n t i c e  L oca l  14-20 p r e s i d e n t  George P a r r ,  whose
b r o t h e r  worked f o r  t h e  S e a f a r e r s ,  i n t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  SIU.
M i t c h e l l  t o l d  G a la rza  he th o u g h t  t h a t  W illiam s was in v o lv e d
1 7w i th  v a r io u s  w e l f a r e  funds  and " in s u ra n c e  r a c k e t s .
D isg u s te d  w i th  th e  i n a c t i v i t y  o f  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  M i t c h e l l  la s h e d  o u t  v e r b a l l y  a t  im p o r ta n t  un ion  
o f f i c i a l s  and a t  th e  r a c i a l  p o l i c i e s  o f  u n io n s  i n  th e  Sou th .
He f e l t  t h a t  AFL-CIO l e a d e r s  were unaware o f  th e  propaganda 
v a lu e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d r i v e  among th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  poor 
cou ld  g e n e r a t e .  "Of c o u r s e , "  M i t c h e l l  s a i d ,  " t h a t  means 
n o th in g  t o  George Meany, he i s  to o  s t u p i d .  But W alther  R eu ther  
knows i t s  d an g er  t o  him, t h e r e f o r e  he i s  read y  to  h e lp  keep 
us q u i e t .  The r e s u l t —we g e t  $5,000 from th e  I n d u s t r i a l  Union
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  A p r i l  30, 1956,
i b i d .
15 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  A p r i l  24-, 1967, i b i d . 
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  J u ly  2 , 1956,
i b i d .
Departm ent . . . ." 1 8  j n j ui y j 1956, M i t c h e l l  d e c id ed  to  u se  
t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a d v e rse  p u b l i c i t y  a g a i n s t  W alte r  R e u th e r .  The 
NAWU, he s a i d ,  was u n d e r ta k in g  a l a s t - d i t c h  s ta n d  i n  L o u is ia n a  
on a s h o e s t r i n g ,  and i f  t h e  AFL-CIO had no i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  
w e l f a r e  o f  two m i l l i o n  human b e in g s ,  " . . . th e n  th e  p u b l i c  
sh o u ld  be t o l d  abou t i t . " - ^  H is n o t - s o - s u b t l e  t h r e a t  p roduced  
t h e  same s i l e n t  t r e a tm e n t  t h a t  h i s  te le g ra m  t o  Meany had 
evoked .
The NAWUTs c h i e f  b e n e f a c t o r s ,  t h e  members o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
S h a r e c r o p p e r s 1 Fund, d i s l i k e d  th e  id e a  o f  moving t h e  u n io n  o f f i c e  
to  New O r le a n s .  U n lik e  P r o t e s t a n t  u n io n  members who w o r r ie d  
ab o u t  C a th o l i c  d o m in a t io n ,  t h e  NSF p e o p le  f e a r e d  t h a t  c l o s i n g  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  would n o t  on ly  l i m i t  NAWU o p e r a t io n s  to  
L o u is ia n a  a lo n e  b u t  a l s o  would be an  a d m iss io n  o f  d e f e a t .  P erhaps 
n o t  f u l l y  r e a l i z i n g  how much th e  u n io n  had a l r e a d y  r e t r o g r e s s e d ,  
th e y  recommended k e e p in g  a n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  b u t  c u t t i n g  back  
o p e r a t io n s  i n  s i z e . 20 M i t c h e l l  n o n e th e le s s  c o n s id e re d  moving 
t h e  un ion  o f f i c e  t o  New O rlea n s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  a l l  i t s  r e s o u r c e s
18 h . L. M i t c h e l l  to  Fay B e n n e t t ,  A p r i l  24 , 1967, 
i b i d . ; The I n d u s t r i a l  Union D epartm ent o f  t h e  AFL-CIO was 
s t r o n g l y  in f lu e n c e d  by fo rm er CIO l e a d e r s .
18 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  W a lte r  R e u th e r ,  J u ly  1 9 , 1956,
i b i d .
20 Fay B en n e tt  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  March 30 , 1955, 
STFU, R o l l  38.
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on o r g a n iz in g  r i c e  m i l l s .  He inform ed e x e c u t iv e  board  members 
t h a t  t h e  u n io n  sh o u ld  n o t  make a f i n a l  d e c i s io n  on moving u n t i l  
t h e  P ack inghouse  s t r i k e  i n  R eserve  was s e t t l e d  and th e  AFL 
com pleted  i t s  p l a n s  f o r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  campaign in  L o u i s i a n a .^2 
The boa rd  approved  a tem porary  move to  New O rlean s  i n  A p r i l ,  
1 9 5 5 .23
In  Ju n e ,  1955, s u g a r  l o c a l s  1420 and 1422, t h a t  now
in c lu d e d  f i e l d  w orkers  in  t h e i r  m em bership, d i s a f f i l i a t e d  w i th
P ack in g h o u se ,  which had begun to  o rg a n iz e  f i e l d  w orkers  a g a in .
U n le ss  t h e  NAWU s t a r t e d  i t s  own d r iv e  so o n , George P a r r  and
Henry P e l e t  w arned , Pack inghouse  would d i s p l a c e  t h e  weakened
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n .  R a th e r  th a n  a l lo w  t h i s  t o  happen , th e y
2 4s a id  t h a t  th e y  would r e j o i n  P ack in gho use . ^ M i tc h e l l  rem inded 
th e  B u tch e rs  t h a t  t h e  C a th o l ic  Church d i s l i k e d  th e  Communist 
t i n t  o f  P a c k in g h o u s e .^  G a la rza  saw l i t t l e  hope f o r  th e  NAWU 
in  th e  Pack inghouse  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  Godchaux p l a n t  i n  R e se rv e .
I f  UPWA l o s t  th e  s t r i k e ,  c o n v in c in g  s u g a r  cane w orkers  t h a t
2 -̂ H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  C. Paul B a rk e r ,  March 29 , 1955,
i b i d .
22 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  NAWU E x ec u tiv e  Board members,
A p r i l  14 , 1955, i b i d .
23 NAWU, M inu tes  o f  E x ecu tiv e  Board M eeting , A p r i l  
3 ,  1955, i b i d .
George P a r r  and Henry P e l e t  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,
June 16 , 1955 , i b i d .
23 H. L. Mitchell to Harry Poole, June 3, 1955, ibid.
th e  s i t u a t i o n  was no t  h o p e le s s  would be d i f f i c u l t .  He f e l t
t h a t  i f  t h e  UPWA won, i t  would n o t  need t h e  NAWU.^®
D isg u s ted  w i th  th e  AFL-CIO i n a c t i v i t y ,  G a la rza  s e v e r a l
months l a t e r  t o l d  M i t c h e l l :  " I  want t o  g e t  shed  o f  t h a t  f e e l i n g
t h a t  we a r e  h ang in g  around w a i t i n g  f o r  L e f ty  and he i s n Tt  
2 7c o m i n g . M i t c h e l l  d id  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  NAWU cou ld  make 
p r o g r e s s  i n  L o u is ia n a  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  E. H.
W il l ia m s ,  who, in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  Henry P e l e t  and George
2  8P a r r ,  c a l l e d  M i t c h e l l  " th e  p r o s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  l a b o r  movem ent." ° 
In  J a n u a ry ,  1956, when th e  m erger became a r e a l i t y ,  G a la rza  
knew t h a t  t h e  NAWU d id  n o t  " . . .  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  p l a n s  . . . .
I  b e l i e v e , "  he t o l d  M i t c h e l l ,  "you ought t o  abandon W ashington 
t o  t h e  s q u i r r e l s  and s e t  up i n  L o u is ia n a  t o  do what can  be 
done w i th  t h e  s u g a r  c o u n t r y . "
A f t e r  Joe Guidry to o k  a jo b  w i th  t h e  S e a f a r e r s  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  Union a t  a s a l a r y  o f  $750 a month i n  1 9 5 6 , ^  th e
31NAWUTs campaign in  r i c e  and su g a r  cane s u f f e r e d ;  and
E rn es to  G a la rza  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  August 29 , 1955, 
STFU, R o l l  39.
^  I b i d . , November 23 , 1955.
2  R H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  Ja n u a ry  16 ,
1956, i b i d .
^  E rn e s to  G a la rza  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  / J a n u a r y ,  1 9 5 6 / ,
i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  March 2 9 , 1956, i b i d . 
^  E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  May 9 ,  1956 , i b i d .
o  p
M itc h e l l* s  u l c e r  a c te d  up a g a in .  F o llo w in g  t h e  1953 cane 
f i e l d  s t r i k e ,  Joe  G uidry had o rg a n iz e d  r i c e  m i l l s  i n  s o u th ­
w est L o u is ia n a .  His u s u a l  p ro c e d u re  was t o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  
N a t io n a l  Labor R e la t i o n s  Board e l e c t i o n s  when he f e l t  he had 
a chance o f  w in n in g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a t  a m i l l  f o r  th e  NAWU. L a te  
i n  1954 M i t c h e l l  u rged  a c o n c e n t r a te d  e f f o r t  among h i s  c o l le a g u e s  
to  win e l e c t i o n s  i n  s e v e r a l  m i l l s  and s e c u r e  a b a se  o f  o p e ra ­
t i o n s  from w hich t o  make a un ion  comeback i n  s u g a r  cane and 
s t r a w b e r r i e s . ^
The NAWU campaign to  o r g a n iz e  r i c e  m i l l s  fa c e d  so 
many prob lem s t h a t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  f a i l u r e  seemed i n e v i t a b l e .
Because o f  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  in  n e g o t i a t i n g  c o n t r a c t s ,  even a f t e r
34th e  un ion  had won e l e c t i o n s ,  M i t c h e l l ,  who had been  w i th  
Guidry f o r  h i s  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n , c o n s i d e r e d  s e n d in g  G a la rza
O  C
to  h e lp  o u t  i n  so u th w e s t  L o u is ia n a .  The s h o r ta g e  o f  money 
became a b ig  p ro b lem . In  May, 1955, M i t c h e l l  asked  Guidry to
32 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  May 28 , 1956,
i b i d .
33 I b i d . . November 8, 1954 , Box 70 , F o ld e r  1372,
S o u the rn  T enant Farm ers Union P a p e rs ,  S o u th e rn  H is to ry  Col­
l e c t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  N orth  C a r o l in a ,  Chapel H i l l ,  N o rth  
C a ro l in a .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  STFU, 70 :1372 .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  P e t e r  McGavin, F eb ru ary  25,
1955, STFU, 71:1382 .
E rn es to  G a la rza  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 6 ,
1954, STFU, 70 :1372 .
36 Ibid., March 15, 1955, STFU, Roll 38.
rem ain  s i l e n t  ab o u t an NAWU a p p e a l  t o  John  L. Lewis f o r  funds
37t o  f in a n c e  a campaign i n  r i c e  m i l l s  a t  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  
com peting  CIO u n io n s ,  such  as  t h e  Brewery W orkers, c la im ed
ao
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l l s .  An argum ent among o r g a n iz e r s  
G u id ry , George S t i t h ,  and F e l ix  Dugas o v e r  who was i n  ch arg e  
o f  t h e  d r iv e  c o m p lica te d  m a t t e r s  t o  a p o i n t  t h a t  M i t c h e l l  had 
to  come in  and so o th e  t e m p e r s .39 Even t h e  u s u a l ly  d ependab le  
NAWU a l l y ,  t h e  C a th o l ic  Church, had n o t  p ro v id e d  t h e  f o r c e f u l  
ba ck in g  i n  t h e  D iocese o f  L a f a y e t t e  t h a t  t h e  u n ion  had 
re c e iv e d  from A rchb ishop  Rummel i n  New O r l e a n s .9-0 A f t e r  t h e  
un io n  l o s t  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  r i c e  m i l l  e l e c t i o n s ,  M i t c h e l l  
c a n c e l le d  o t h e r s  sc h e d u le d  f o r  t h e  im m ediate  f u t u r e . 91 Thus 
G u id ry Ts move to  th e  S e a fa r e r s  Union was p ro b a b ly  an e f f e c t  
o f  th e  s e tb a c k  in  th e  u n io n Ts r i c e  campaign r a t h e r  th a n  a 
cau se  f o r  i t .  E a r l i e r ,  when a r i c e  m i l l  s h u t  down a f t e r  th e  
un ion  had won an e l e c t i o n ,  G uidry p le a d e d  w ith  M i t c h e l l :
37 h . L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Jo sep h  G u id ry , May 19 , 1955,
i b i d .
See STFU, R o l l  39 , f o r  many exchanges d u r in g  
J u l y ,  1955, i n  t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e .
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Jo sep h  G u id ry , J u ly  5 , 1955, 
STFU, R o l l  39.
90 Jo sep h  G uidry  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Septem ber 18 , 
1955, i b i d .
^  H. L. Mitchell to Joseph Guidry, July 20, 1955,
ibid.
" P le a s e ,  M itc h ,  d o n ft  l e t  me down—b l a s t  man, b l a s t A t  
t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  b e s t  M i t c h e l l  cou ld  p ro d u ce  was an i n e f f e c t u a l  
v e r b a l  r e t o r t .
In  S ep tem ber, 1955, M i tc h e l l  asked  Henry P e l e t  o f  L ocal 
1922 t o  p o s tp o n e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Pack inghouse  in  view o f  th e  
u n s e t t l e d  developm ents  r e g a r d in g  t h e  p ro posed  AFL-CIO m erger. J 
The NAWU l e a d e r ,  who exchanged in fo rm a t io n  w i th  F a th e r  Louis 
Twomey ab o u t  t h e  Communist l i n k s  t o  P a ck in g h o u se , a l s o  asked  
t h e  p r i e s t  t o  d is s u a d e  P e l e t  from l e a d in g  h i s  l o c a l  back  i n to  
t h e  UPWA.1̂  A p p a re n t ly  th e  t a c t i c  w orked; soon b o th  P e l e t ^  
and P a r r  e x p re s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  j o i n i n g  t h e  NAWU.1̂  In  
F e b ru a ry ,  1956, members o f  L oca l 14-22 v o ted  s ix ty - tw o  t o  t e n  t o  
j o i n  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i o n . ^  W alte r  R eu th e r  l i k e d  th e  i d e a ; 1*-®
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Jo sep h  G uidry  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 16 , 1955, 
i b i d .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Henry P e l e t ,  Septem ber 7 ,  1955, 
i b i d .
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  L ou is  Twomey, Septem ber 6,
1955, i b i d .
^  E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 23, 
1955, i b i d .
George P a r r  t o  V ic to r  R e u th e r ,  August 26 , 1955,
i b i d .
^  L oca l  1922, M inutes o f  S p e c ia l  M e e tin g ,  F eb ruary  
16 , 1956, i b i d .
E rn e s to  G a la rza  to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  n o te s  from 
te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  F e b ru a ry  22 , 1956, i b i d .
and M i t c h e l l  p ro m p tly  asked him f o r  money f o r  a s u g a r  d r i v e . ^  
In  M arch, a f t e r  P a r r* s  l o c a l  a p p l i e d  f o r  a c h a r te r ,^ ®  M i tc h e l l  
had t o  go t o  L o u is ia n a  t o  conv ince  P e le t* s  group n o t  t o  
r e v e r s e  i t s  d e c i s io n  t o  j o i n  th e  NAWU. -̂*- P e r s o n a l i t y  c la s h e s  
caused  l e a d e r s h i p  prob lem s i n  th e  u n i o n 's  new Thibodaux o f f i c e  
betw een P e l e t  and P a r r  o v e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Mary M arse , th e  
s e c r e t a r y .  u
The 1956 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  in  L o u is ia n a ,  though  p r e ­
o ccu p ied  w i th  m easures t o  th w a r t  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s tem , found t im e  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  1954- r i g h t - t o -  
work law and t o  p a s s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  m easu re . 
P r i o r  t o  th e  o pen ing  o f  t h e  s e s s io n  M i t c h e l l  doub ted  t h a t  th e  
L o u is ia n a  l a b o r  movement was s t r o n g  enough t o  r a i s e  t h e  i s s u e  
o f  r e p e a l  o f  r i g h t - t o - w o r k . ^  Governor E a r l  Long had d e c l a r e d  
h i s  n e u t r a l i t y  on t h e  s u b j e c t . 54- The American Sugar Cane 
League hoped t o  r e t a i n  th e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law and r e j e c t e d  t h e
^  H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  W alte r  R e u th e r ,  F e b ru a ry  24-,
1956, i b i d .
George P a r r  and o t h e r s ,  C h a r te r  A p p l i c a t i o n  to  
NAWU, March 12 , 1956, i b i d .
^  H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  March 1 9 , 1956,
i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  E rn es to  G a la rz a ,  March 1 9 , 1956, 
i b i d . ; E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  March 21 , /T 9 5 6 / ,  
i b i d .
^  H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  A p r i l  1 6 , 1956, i b i d .
^  The Times Picayune« May 13, 1956.
pro p o sed  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m easure on t h e  grounds t h a t  h a r v e s t i n g  
cane se rv e d  no p u rp o se  i f  a s t r i k e  p re v e n te d  t h e  m i l l s  from 
g r in d in g  i t .  55 P e rhaps  t h i s  was th e  su g a r  lo b b y fs way o f  
l e t t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  know t h a t  i f  t h e y  wanted 
w id e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  r e p e a l  o f  r i g h t - t o - w o r k ,  th e y  would have 
to  abandon t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  movement. 
I t  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  th e  dominance o f  s u g a r  m a n u fa c tu re r s  o v e r  
s m a l l  fa rm e rs  i n  t h e  Cane League.
R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Bryan Lehmann o f  S t .  C h a r le s  P a r i s h ,  
who had opposed r i g h t - t o - w o r k  i n  1954-, in t ro d u c e d  t h e  b i l l  
making r i g h t - t o - w o r k  a p p ly  to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w ork e rs  o n ly .  
S e n a to r  B. B. Rayburn in t r o d u c e d  an i d e n t i c a l  b i l l  i n  th e  
S e n a t e . M i tc h e l l  asked  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Labor C ou nc il  
how th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  m easure came t o  be  i n t r o ­
duced by l e g i s l a t o r s  c o n s id e re d  f r i e n d l y  t o  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r . 5? 
G a la rza  more b l u n t l y  accu sed  E. H. W illiam s o f  making a d e a l  
t o  r e p e a l  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  a t  t h e  expense  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n s .  
In  June t h e  NAWU c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  AFL-CIO S t a t e  Labor C ounc il
55 I b i d . . May 20, 1956.
^  The Baton Rouge S t a t e  T im es. May 22 , 1956.
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E. J .  Bourg, May 31 , 1956, STFU,
R o l l  39.
E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  June  5 , 1956,
i b i d .
cq
f o r  sp o n s o r in g  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  m e a s u re .33 
S e n a to r  Rayburn, a c a r d - c a r r y in g  member o f  t h e  P i p e f i t t e r s  
Union, j u s t i f i e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  m easure  by s a y in g  ”we 
want th e  fa rm e rs  t o  know we a r e  t h e i r  f r ien d s ."® ®  A f t e r  th e  
l a b o r  package  had c l e a r e d  b o th  h o uses  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
M i t c h e l l  asked  Governor E a r l  Long t o  s ig n  t h e  m easure  
r e p e a l i n g  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  b u t  t o  v e to  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t -  
to -w o rk  p r o p o s a l .  ®̂- Long s ig n e d  b o th  b i l l s .
Again A rchb ishop  Rummel had opposed most s u g a r  g row ers  
when he spoke a g a i n s t  r i g h t - t o - w o r k .  L o u is  Twomey a c t e d  a s  
o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  Archbishop®^ and denounced 
th e  L o u is ia n a  F ree  E n te r p r i s e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a group o f  r i g h t -
CO
to -w o rk  p ro p o n e n ts .  T. M. B a rk e r ,  t h e  g ro u p fs p r e s i d e n t ,  
f ac ed  th e  dilemma o f  o p p o s in g  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r  on a m oral 
q u e s t io n  w i th  s e r i o u s  economic consequ en ces  f o r  th e  s u g a r  
i n d u s t r y .  He and Roland Toups, m anager o f  South  C oas t  r e f i n ­
e ry  a t  Mathews, c o n s u l te d  a h ig h  c le rgym an  who a d v is e d  them 
to  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  a s  lo n g  as  th e y  c o u ld  do so  i n
NAWU, M inu tes o f  N a t io n a l  E x e c u tiv e  Board M ee tin g ,  
.June 16 , 17 , 1956, i b i d .
®° The Times P ic a y u n e . May 31 , J u ly  1 1 , 1956.
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I b i d . , June 20 , 1956.
C  *2
C h a rle s  J .  P la u c h e ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  in t e r v i e w  on 
March 22 , 1972, in  New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a .
®̂  Baton Rouge State Times, March 2, 1959.
good c o n s c ie n c e .  The two C a th o l i c  laymen p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  
o p p o s i t io n  t o  A rch b ish op  Rummel on t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m easure .® 1* 
Toups, who had two so n s  i n  th e  sem ina ry  s tu d y in g  f o r  t h e  
p r i e s t h o o d ,  d i s l i k e d  r a d i c a l s  i n  th e  l a b o r  movement and
com plained  t h a t  A rchb ishop  Rummel was th e  b i g g e s t  r a d i c a l
, 65 a ro u n d .
Being p r a c t i c a l  r a t h e r  th a n  v i n d i c t i v e ,  H. L. M i tc h e l l  
hoped t h a t  e x p o s in g  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Labor C o u n c i l 's  s u p p o r t  f o r  
a n t i - l a b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  a s p e c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  com m ittee 
o f  th e  AFL-CIO would s t i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i -
CC
z in g  cam paign. In  A u g u s t ,  1956, George Meany i n v i t e d  M i tc h e l l  
t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  c h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  th e  s t a t e  l a b o r  c o u n c i l  t o  th e  
com m ittee  m ee tin g  a t  U n ity  House l o c a t e d  a t  F o r e s t  P a rk ,  Penn­
s y l v a n i a ,  i n  t h e  Poconos.®^ G a la rza  p re p a re d  " D a te l in e  f o r  
a D e a l ,” a tw e n ty -o n e  page summary o f  e v e n ts  l e a d in g  t o  th e  
p a ssa g e  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law . C a l l i n g  Act 
397 t h e  o n ly  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law  in  America sp o n so red  by l a b o r ,  
he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  NAWU i n  1953 " . . . shook t h e  w orke rs  o u t  o f  
a f e a r f u l  l e t h a r g y  . . . and demanded t h a t  th e y  be t r e a t e d  w i th
®^ T. M. B a rk e r ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w ,  May 10 , 1972.
®® A lf r e d  D elahaye , i n t e r v i e w ,  Ja n u a ry  12 , 1973.
®® H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  Septem ber 5 , 1956, 
STFU, R o l l  39.
®̂  George Meany to H. L. Mitchell, August 6, 1956,
ibid.
r e s p e c t ,  and f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  th e y  l e a r n e d  t h e  l e s s o n  o f  
l a b o r Ts n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y . ” ®9 The L o u is ia n a  C ounc il  j u s t i ­
f i e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  Act 397 by c a l l i n g  t h e  1953 cane  f i e l d  
s t r i k e  "a d i r e c t  c h a l le n g e  t o  a t r a d i t i o n a l  sy s tem  i n  one o f  
L o u i s i a n a ’s o l d e s t  and most b a s i c  i n d u s t r i e s .  And i t  was 
i n t e r p r e t e d  as  a f l a g r a n t  i n s u l t  t o  t h e  men o f  s t a t u r e  and 
i n f lu e n c e  who c o n t r o l l e d  th e  s y s te m ." The i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
com m ittee  recommended t h a t  t h e  AFL-CIO e x e c u t iv e  board  
s u p p o r t  t h e  L o u is ia n a  Labor C o u n c i l ’s  s ta n d  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  
NAWU’s . 69
P r i o r  t o  th e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  d e b a c le ,  f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e s  
had caused  even M i t c h e l l  t o  abandon h i s  M acaw ber-like  expec­
t a t i o n s  t h a t  som eth ing  would t u r n  up . In  J u l y ,  1955, he t a l k e d  
o f  h a v in g  " to  s h u t  down” u n le s s  th e  u n ion  found new r e s o u r c e s  
s o o n , and i n  March, 1956, he echoed t h e  same s e n t im e n t .  " I  
hove n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  d u r in g  a l l  t h e  20 y e a r s  I  have s p e n t  i n  
t h i s  f i e l d , ” he s a i d ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  h a v in g  t o  f i n d  a new l i n e  
o f  w o rk .7!  ” . . .  I  have been th e  e t e r n a l  o p t im i s t  i n  t h i s
/E r n e s t o  G a l a r z a / ,  mimeographed " D a te l in e  f o r  a 
D e a l ,"  /A u g u s t  20 , 1 9 5 6 / ,  i b i d .
®9 P au l J a c o b s ,  "The Labor Movement C r ip p le s  A U n io n ,” 
The R e p o r t e r , XV (November 1 ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  1 9 -2 0 .
70 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  J u ly  6 , 1955, STFU,
R o l l  39.
71 I b i d . , March 1 3 , 1956.
o u t f i t  . „ . , "  he rem inded G a la rza  b e fo re  s t a t i n g  h i s  c u r r e n t
p e s s i m i s t i c  o u t l o o k . 72
In  an a t te m p t  t o  a v e r t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o l l a p s e  o f  h i s
u n io n ,  M i t c h e l l  ap p ea le d  f o r  h e lp  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  P a t r i c k  Gorman
o f  th e  B u tc h e rs .  In  a f o r c e f u l  s t a te m e n t  o f  p u rp o se  he s a i d :
"We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  f i r s t ,  l a s t  and alw ays in  d e v e lo p in g  a sound
program  t h a t  w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  th e  w orkers  t o
whom a l l  o f  us have d ev o ted  many y e a r s  o f  o u r  l i v e s . "73 Gorman
d id  n o t  r e f u s e  t o  f i n d  a p la c e  i n  h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  th e
s m a ll  NAWU b u t  e v a s iv e ly  su g g e s te d  t h a t  w ork ing  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s
o f  such  m erge rs  r e q u i r e d  t i m e . '71* While M i tc h e l l  w a i te d  f o r
word from Gorman, he a r ra n g e d  f o r  G a la rza  t o  r e c e iv e  dues from
th e  members o f  t h e  two s u g a r  l o c a l s  i n  L o u i s i a n a . ^
Meanwhile A rchb isho p  Rummel and C h a r le s  Logan q u i e t l y
com pleted  a rra n g em e n ts  w i th  W alte r  Godchaux, J r . ,  f o r  r e h i r i n g
7men who had gone on s t r i k e  a t  t h e  R eserve  r e f i n e r y .  ° Between
72 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  March 15 , 1956,
i b i d .
73 h . L. M i t c h e l l  to  P a t r i c k  Gorman, June 30, 1956,
i b i d .
P a t r i c k  Gorman to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  J u ly  5 ,  J u ly  10 ,
1956, i b i d .
7^ H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn es to  G a la rz a ,  J u ly  18 , 1956,
i b i d .
7® Joseph  F r a n c i s  Rummel t o  W alte r  Godchaux, J r . ,  June 
13 , 1955, i n  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel P a p e rs ,  "Sugar R e f i n e r i e s , "  
A rc h iv e s  o f  A rc h d io c ese  o f  New O r le a n s ,  7887 Walmsley Avenue, 
New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a .  H e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  JFR P a p e rs .
December, 1955, and Septem ber, 1956, th e  A rchb ishop  and Logan 
exchanged many l e t t e r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  men o f  Pack inghouse  L oca l 
1124 in  R e s e r v e .77 Only tw en ty -tw o  o f  th e  818 men who had gone 
on s t r i k e  on A p r i l  14 , 1955, were r e h i r e d  a t  th e  end o f  t h e  
s t r i k e  on December 14 , 1955. Logan t o l d  t h e  A rchb ishop  t h a t  
by A u gust,  1956, a l l  b u t  f o r t y - f o u r  had been  r e h i r e d ,  and th e  
company prom ised  t o  d ism is s  e ig h te e n  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s . 78
G a la rz a ,  who opposed th e  p lan n ed  NAWU m erger w i th  th e  
B u tcher  Workmen, wanted a s s u ra n c e s  t h a t  funds  would be a v a i l ­
a b le  f o r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n iz in g  d r iv e  and a commitment by 
B u tche rs  t o  f i g h t  f o r  r e p e a l  o f  Act 3 9 7 .7^ George P a r r  and 
Henry P e l e t ,  who feuded  a g a in  o v e r  Mary M arseTs p o s i t i o n  in
t h e  Thibodaux o f f i c e ,  knew ab ou t th e  NAWU n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th  
o nt h e  B u tch e rs  and approved  t h e  p roposed  move. M i t c h e l l
inform ed G a la rza  t h a t  i n  O ctober t h e  NAWU would become a p a r t
o p
o f  a s p e c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i v i s i o n  c r e a te d  by t h e  B u tc h e r s .
77 I b i d .
7 ft C h a r le s  Logan t o  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, August 21,
1956, i b i d .
7® E rn es to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Septem ber 3 ,  
1956, STFU, R o l l  39.
^  I b i d . , /S e p te m b e r ,  19567.
I b i d . ,  Septem ber 6 , 1956.
^  H. L. Mitchell to Ernesto Galarza, October 10,
1956, ibid.
A n t i c i p a t i n g  t h i s  move, th e  NAWU had a r ra n g e d  f o r  t h e  N a t io n a l  
S h a r e c r o p p e r s ’ Fund to  s e t  up a s p e c i a l  fu n d , th e  In te r -A m e r­
i c a n  E du ca tio n  A s s o c ia t io n ,  t o  ta k e  c a r e  o f  NAWU in s u r a n c e  
paym ents and t h e  p e n s io n  o f  r e t i r e d  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  F. R.
B e t t o n .88 L a te  i n  1956 G a la rza  a g a in  e x p re sse d  dou b ts  abou t 
. jo in in g  t h e  B u tch e rs  s i n c e  th e  NAWU would have to  change i t s  
app roach  to  t h a t  o f  a b u s in e s s  u n i o n ; 811- b u t  he need n o t  have 
concerned  h i m s e l f ,  s i n c e  t h e  m erger w i th  Packinghouse  d id  n o t  
m a t e r i a l i z e . 88 Gorman e x p la in e d  to  M i t c h e l l  t h a t  even though 
. j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s  o v e r  f i e l d  w ork ers  caused  j e a lo u s y  
and p re v e n te d  th e  m erg e r ,  th e  NAWU c o u ld  s t i l l  j o i n  th e  B u tc h e r s ’ 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t i o n . 88
By e a r l y  1957 M i t c h e l l  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  u n io n  cou ld  
n o t  l a s t  much lo n g e r  and w anted t o  a l lo w  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  t im e  
to  p r e p a r e  f o r  new c a r e e r s .  ” . . .  I  do n o t  want t o  s ta n d  i n  
you r  way any l o n g e r , ” he t o l d  G a la rz a .  M i t c h e l l  s a id  t h a t  th e  
NAWU had run  on a d e f i c i t  f o r  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r s ,  and 
t h a t  he and h i s  w ife  had s p e n t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  what th e y  s a lv a g e d
88 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  O c tober 10 , 1956,
i b i d .
au
E rn es to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  November 6,
1956, i b i d .
88 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  /povem ber, 1 9 5 6 / ,
i b i d .
OC Patrick Gorman to H. L. Mitchell, November 30,
1956, ibid.
from th e  s a l e  o f  t h e i r  house  i n  W ashing ton , Mrs. M i tc h e l l* s
i n h e r i t a n c e  a s  w e l l . 8 '7 G a la rza  in fo rm ed  V ic to r  R eu th e r  t h a t  he
had urged  M i t c h e l l  " ,  . . t o  be p re p a re d  to  f o ld  and adm it
d e f e a t . " 88 M i t c h e l l  t o l d  P a t  Gorman t h a t  th e y  would rem ain
f r i e n d s  even i f  th e  B u tc h e rs  r e j e c t e d  a c c e p t in g  t h e  NAWU in
t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n . 89 Then, l i k e  th e  M i t c h e l l  o f  o l d ,  he
asked  G a la rza  what he th o u g h t  o f  t r y i n g  to  g e t  a g r a n t  from
th e  I n d u s t r i a l  Union Departm ent o f  t h e  AFL-CIO f o r  a f i n a l
un ion  d r i v e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a . 98 In  June when t h e  IUD a g re e d  to
send $2,000 a month f o r  t e n  m onths , t h e  u n io n  r e c e iv e d  a
new l e a s e  on l i f e . ^ l
Both i n  L o u is ia n a  and on th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  f r i c t i o n
between t h e  NAWU and Pack inghouse  grew . P e l e t  c o n s id e re d
92le a d in g  th e  s u g a r  l o c a l s  b ack  i n t o  P ack in g h o u se ,  whom
93M i tc h e l l  accused  o f  " . . . r u i n i n g  what th e y  can n o t r u l e . ”
8^ H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  F e b ru a ry  5,
1957, i b i d .
E rn e s to  G a la rza  to  V ic to r  R e u th e r ,  F e b ru a ry  18 ,
1957, i b i d .
89 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  P a t r i c k  Gorman, F e b ru a ry  7 , 1957,
i b i d .
Q f l H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  F eb ruary  12 , 20, 
and March 9 , 1957, i b i d .
9^ James Carey t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  June  1 1 , 1957, i b i d .
92 H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  March 19-, 1957,
i b i d .
98 H. L. Mitchell to William Schnitzler, March 19,
1957, ibid.
The NAWU l e a d e r  asked  F a th e r  L ouis Twomey to  keep P e l e t  away
from t h e  Communist-dominated g r o u p . T w o m e y  ag reed  b u t  s a i d
t h a t  t h e  s u g a r  l o c a l s  needed an o r g a n iz e r  q u i c k l y . B y  mid-
A p r i l ,  1957, b o th  George P a r r  and Henry P e l e t  had ag reed  t o
rem ain  w i th  t h e  NAWU,^® which now h i r e d  P e l e t  a s  o r g a n iz e r .
P e l e t  to o k  a l e a v e  o f  ab sen ce  from h i s  f a c t o r y  j o b ,  and th e
u n io n  p a id  him w ith  funds  from th e  su g a r  l o c a l s . ^  T his
a rra n g em e n t d id  n o t  work s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  and in  August M i tc h e l l
came to  L o u is ia n a  t o  a t te m p t  a r e c o n c i l l i a t i o n  f o l lo w in g  th e
Q ftr e p u d i a t i o n  o f  P e l e t  by l o c a l  members.
The NAWU had o f t e n  used  an ti-C om m unist c h a rg es  a g a i n s t  
r i v a l  P a c k in g h o u se ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  im p re s s in g  F a th e r  Twomey 
and th e  C a th o l i c  Church, b u t  th e  u n io n fs o p p o s i t io n  to  
Communism was r e a l .  The a g r i c u l t u r a l  un ion  had f e l t  t h e  
s t i n g  o f  c h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  i t s  own l o c a l s  d u r in g  th e  McCarthy 
Era and o n ly  r e l u c t a n t l y  r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  s ta n d a rd  a n t i - u n io n
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  L ou is  Twomey, A p r i l  5 ,  1957, i b i d .
9 5 L ouis  Twomey to  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  A p r i l  10 , 1957,
i b i d .
9Fi E rn e s to  G a la rza  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  A p r i l  13 and 
1 9 , 1957, i b i d . ; H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  A p r i l  16 , 
1957, i b i d . ; H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Louis Twomey, A p r i l  19 , 1957, 
i b i d .
^  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Members o f  NAWU E x ec u tiv e  Board, 
May 6, 1957, i b i d . ; H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  May 15 ,
1957 , i b i d .
^  H. L. Mitchell to Ernesto Galarza, August 15, 1957,
i b i d -
t a c t i c  o f  r e d - b a i t i n g .  nI  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
b e in g  a r e d - b a i t e r , "  M i t c h e l l  t o l d  G a la rza  i n  1955; "you need 
n o t  s h a r e  i t . " ^ ®  In  1957 th e  NAWU l e a d e r  c a u t io n e d  G a la rz a :  
"We have e v e ry  t h i n g  i n  t h e  w orld  a g a i n s t  us  a s  i s  b u t  l e t s  
/ s i c /  d o n ' t  g e t  mixed up w i th  t h e  Commie o u t f i t s —j o i n t  
program s o r  any o t h e r  way."-*-®^ The C a th o l i c  new spaper Work 
c la im ed  t h a t  t h e  B u tch e r-P ack in g h o u se  m erger had f a i l e d  p r i ­
m a r i ly  b e ca u se  o f  t h e  Communist i n f lu e n c e  p r o b l e m , a n d  
M i t c h e l l  t o l d  George Meany t h a t  t h e  P ack inghouse  r a c i a l  p o l i c y  
in f la m e d  r a c i a l  h a t r e d  r a t h e r  th a n  encouraged  harmony. 
M i t c h e l l ,  who was an e x p e r t  on t h e  u se  o f  p u b l i c i t y  and p r o ­
p a g an d a , th o u g h t  t h a t  i f  t h e  Communists had used  t h e  weekly 
new spapers i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  S ou th  th e  way t h e  Farm Bureau 
and t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce d i d ,  "The Commies co u ld  have made 
hay in  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  . . . .
The NAWU made a l a s t - d i t c h  a t te m p t  t o  b u i l d  un ion  
s t r e n g t h  among s t r a w b e r ry  fa rm e rs  i n  L o u is ia n a  b e f o r e  g iv in g  
up as  a u n io n .  A t r y  i n  1955 had ended i n  f a i l u r e  d e s p i t e  th e
"  I b i d . « A p r i l  26 , 1955, STFU, R o l l  38.
100 I b i d . ,  March 18 , 1957, STFU, R o l l  40.
101 I b i d . ,  March 19 , 1957.
H. L. M i tc h e l l  t o  George Meany, June 1 8 , 1957,
i b i d .
1 0 5 H. L. Mitchell to Fay Bennett, September 16,
1957, ibid.
h e lp  t o  E. J .  Bourg o f  th e  S t a t e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  L abor. M i t c h e l l ,  
w i th  h i s  u l c e r  a c t i n g  up a g a in ,  p e r s o n a l l y  came t o  work among 
th e  s t r a w b e r r y  fa rm e rs  i n  Ju n e ,  1 9 5 7 . ^ ^  He met w i th  A rch­
b ish o p  Rummel, who su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  un io n  c o n ta c t  F a th e r  
B artho lem y , t h e  Dominican p a s t o r  o f  Holy Ghost P a r i s h  in  
H a m m o n d , a  n a t i v e  o f  M in n eso ta ,  who was an e x p e r t  on farm  
c o o p e r a t i v e s . - ^ 6  M i tc h e l l  soon com plained  t h a t  o r g a n iz in g  
p a r t - t i m e  s t r a w b e r r y  fa rm e rs  was d i f f i c u l t l y  an(j mi g h t  t a k e  
lo n g e r  th a n  he e x p e c t e d . T h e n  a b r u p t ly  i n  J a n u a ry ,  1958, 
he ended h i s  d r i v e ,  d e c l a r i n g  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  l o c a t e  a 
s e l l i n g  a g e n t  f o r  th e  un ion  i n  Hammond.
Henry P e l e t Ts p e r s o n a l  p roblem s and t h e  d e a th  o f  George 
P a r r  i n  A u g u s t,  1957, c o n t r i b u te d  t o  t h e  l o c a l s T d i f f i c u l t y  i n
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  C. P au l B a rk e r ,  August 25 , 1955, 
STFU, R o l l  39; H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Fay B e n n e t t ,  June  3 , 1957,
STFU, R o l l  4-0; Fay B e n n e tt  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  June 6 , 1957, 
i b i d .
105 H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  Bob S e n so r ,  J u ly  29 , 1957, STFU,
R o ll  90.
I  n c
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Josep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel, Septem ber 
23 , 1957, i b i d .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Edwin M i t c h e l l ,  Septem ber 16 ,
1957, i b i d .
H. L. M i tc h e l l  to  E rn es to  G a la rz a ,  i b i d .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  George S t i t h ,  Ja n u a ry  9 ,  1958,
i b i d .
o r g a n iz in g  s u g a r  w o r k e r s . I n  O cto ber  P e l e t  r e t u r n e d  t o  
h i s  jo b  a t  t h e  Supreme Sugars  r e f i n e r y , r e s i g n e d  from th e  
NAWU e x e c u t iv e  b o a rd ,  and asked  t h a t  M i t c h e l l  a l lo w  L oca l 
1422 to  r e t u r n  t o  P ack inghouse  w i th o u t  a f i g h t . " I  am to o  
damn s tu b b o rn  t o  q u i t  i n  La. . . . , "  M i t c h e l l  s a i d  in  
announcing  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  p r e v e n t in g  t h e  su g a r  l o c a l s  from 
j o i n i n g  UPWA.H^ The NATO was waging a n o th e r  to u g h  b a t t l e ,  
t h e  l o s s  o f  which cou ld  mean t h e  end o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a 
l a b o r  u n io n .  George S t i t h  th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  su g a r  r e f i n e r i e s ,  
knowing t h a t  t h e  f e u d in g  l o c a l s  cou ld  n o t  s u r v iv e  f u r t h e r  
combat, would a t te m p t  t o  f o r c e  a s t r i k e . Ga l a r z a  rem inded 
M i t c h e l l  t h a t  Pack inghouse  members c o n t r ib u te d  p e r  c a p i t a  
a sse ssm e n t  t o  th e  AFL-CIO I n d u s t r i a l  Union D epartm en t, which 
was k e ep in g  th e  NATO g o i n g . E v e n t u a l l y  M i t c h e l l  had to  
adm it d e f e a t  i n  h i s  b id  t o  m a in ta in  c o n t r o l  o v e r  P e l e t Ts su g a r
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  August 12 ,
1957, i b i d .
_  _  H. L. M i t c h e l l  to  E rn e s to  G a la rz a ,  O c tober 3 ,
/ I 9 5 7 / ,  i b i d .
Henry P e l e t  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  O c tober 26 , 1957,
i b i d .
H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn e s to  G a la r z a ,  F e b ru a ry  3 ,
1958, i b i d .
George S t i t h  t o  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Ja n u a ry  28,
1958, i b i d .
Ernesto Galarza to H. L. Mitchell, January 28,
1958, ibid.
l o c a l .  The h e a te d  f i g h t  weakened th e  un io n  and caused  p e r s o n a l  
a n im o s i ty  be tw een M i t c h e l l  and P e l e t . •*•■*• ®
P erh ap s  s e n s in g  th e  f i n a l  days o f  t h e  NAWU, M i tc h e l l
became more p h i l o s o p h i c a l  th a n  u s u a l .  He t o l d  Murray Kempton
t h a t  i n  th e  f i n a l  a p p r a i s a l  o f  h i s  t e n u r e  on e a r t h  he hoped
t o  be on t h e  s i d e  o f  th e  a n g e ls  r a t h e r  th a n  w i th  th e  f o r c e
h a v in g  t h e  l a r g e s t  b a t t a l i o n s . -*•■*-̂  When Packinghouse  t a k e s
o v e r  th e  s u g a r  l o c a l s ,  he t o l d  G a la r z a ,  " . . .  t h e  c a n d le s
l i f ta r e  o u t  i n  t h e  S o u th .» XAO No lo n g e r  a b le  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  
l o c a l s ,  M i t c h e l l  f i n a l l y  conceded them t o  P a t r i c k  Gorman o f  
th e  B u t c h e r s . -*-■*• ® M i tc h e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  b e h a l f  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk ers  had i n s t i l l e d  i n  them some m easure o f  
s e l f - a s s e r t i o n .  Would th e y  be c a p a b le  o f  moving ahead on t h e i r  
own v o l i t i o n ?  He p a ra p h ra s e d  Eugene Debs who once s a i d  t h a t  
he would n o t  l e a d  t h e  w ork ing  c l a s s  t o  t h e  Prom ised Land, s in c e  
someone would o n ly  l e a d  them o u t . - * - 2 0
-*--*-® See STFU, R o l l  40 (Septem ber, 1957 t o  March,
1958) f o r  hund red s  o f  i te m s  d e a l in g  w i th  t h e  d i s p u t e s  ove r  
u n io n  d u e s ,  bank a c c o u n ts ,  and c h a r t e r s  o f  L oca l 1422 a t  Laba- 
d i e v i l l e ,  L o u is ia n a .
-*-■*• ̂  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  Murray Kempton, F eb ruary  12 , 
1958, i b i d .
l l s  H. L. M i t c h e l l  t o  E rn es to  G a la rz a ,  March 11 ,
1958, i b i d .
-*-■1-9 M i t c h e l l  t o  P a t r i c k  Gorman, A p r i l  1 ,  1958,
STFU, R o l l  41.
•*■20 h . L. Mitchell to Ernesto Galarza, May 9, 1958,
ibid.
A SUMMARY VIEW
Today, i n  th e  19 70 fs ,  H. L. M i t c h e l l  i s  s t i l l  a c t i v e l y  
o r g a n iz in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  b u t  o n ly  i n  a l i m i t e d  s e n s e .  
Through h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  Amalgamated M e a tc u t te r s  and 
B u tch e r  Workmen o f  N orth  A m erica , he i s  c a r r y in g  on a one-man 
o p e r a t io n .  The o ld  S o c i a l i s t  p r o t e s t e r  and r e fo r m e r ,  who n e v e r  
fu n c t io n e d  l i k e  a t y p i c a l  un ion  o r g a n i z e r ,  jo in e d  t h e  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  B u tche r  Workmen a f t e r  th e  N a t io n a l  A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  Workers Union w i l t e d  i n  1958. P a t r i c k  Gorman, whose 
un io n  f i n a l l y  merged w i th  t h e  U n ited  Pack inghouse  Workers o f  
America in  1968, found a p l a c e  f o r  M i t c h e l l  a s  head o f  t h e  A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  and A l l i e d  Workers Union, th e  sem i-autonom ous L oca l 300. 
M i t c h e l l  has  reached  r e t i r e m e n t  a g e ,  b u t  he c la im s  t h a t  he c an ­
n o t  a f f o r d  t o  q u i t  w ork ing  s in c e  t h e  B u tch e rs  have not g iven  
him c r e d i t  f o r  h i s  p r e v io u s  un io n  e x p e r i e n c e .
M entioned p ro m in e n t ly  i n  numerous books and a r t i c l e s  
d e a l in g  e s p e c i a l l y  w i th  h i s  e a r l y  c a r e e r  a s  l e a d e r  o f  th e  
S o u the rn  T enant Farm ers Union d u r in g  t h e  New Deal y e a r s ,  M i tc h e l l  
has become a f a i r l y  w ell-know n h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e .  Even i n  1958, 
as  th e  NAWU's L o u is ia n a  o p e r a t io n  fad e d  i n t o  o b l i v i o n ,  he was 
becoming c o n sc io u s  o f  h i s  p l a c e  in  h i s t o r y  a s  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  
in  th e  Columbia U n i v e r s i ty  O ra l  H i s to r y  p r o j e c t .  The fo l lo w in g  
y e a r ,  when t h e  moribund NAWU c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  t w e n t y - f i f t h
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a n n iv e r s a r y ,  M i t c h e l l  s u b t i t l e d  t h e  b o o k le t  he p u b l i s h e d :  "The
S to ry  o f  a Union T hat Refused to  D ie ."  H is f i n a l  un ion  u t t e r ­
an ces  seem more p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th a n  u s u a l  because  he p e rh a p s  f e l t  
i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  u n io n ’s e p i t a p h  t h a t  he sh o u ld  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a c h  
t h e  i d e a l i s t i c  h e ig h t s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i s  u n io n ’s f i n e s t  
h o u r s .  Today he i s  p ro m o tin g  th e  s a l e  o f  th e  STFU p a p e rs  which 
have been f i lm e d  by th e  M ic ro f i lm  C o rp o ra t io n  o f  A m erica.
E a r ly  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  M i t c h e l l  th o u g h t  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
u n io n s  co u ld  n o t  r e l y  i n d e f i n i t e l y  on th e  s u p p o r t  o f  l i b e r a l s  
and chu rch  g ro u p s .  To su c c e e d ,  he f e l t ,  th e y  would have to  
employ t r a d e  u n io n  t a c t i c s  and deve lop  a s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  d u e s -  
p a y in g  membership o f  l o c a l s  in  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n io n  a r r a n g e ­
m ent. He r e a l i z e s  to d ay  t h a t  h i s  management o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
un ion  l i k e  a t r a d e  u n ion  had been  l e s s  th a n  s p e c t a c u l a r .  
A d m itt in g  t h a t  h i s  r e c o rd  f o r  fo rm ing  new l o c a l s ,  w inn ing  
s t r i k e s ,  and n e g o t i a t i n g  new c o n t r a c t s  does n o t  ran k  h ig h  by 
i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n  s t a n d a r d s ,  M i t c h e l l  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  he has 
o p e ra te d  u n d e r  a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  g u i d e l i n e s .  He now f e e l s  
t h a t  he cou ld  have used  h i s  knowledge and t a l e n t s  f o r  p u b l i c i t y  
and f u n d - r a i s i n g  more e f f e c t i v e l y  o u t s i d e  th e  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  
movement.
Because M i t c h e l l  exposed AFL and CIO d i s r e g a r d  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  and g e n e r a l l y  made a n u is a n c e  o f  h im s e l f  
w i th  h i s  p e r s i s t e n t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  funds f o r  o r g a n iz in g  cam paigns, 
he i s  c o n s id e re d  a m averick  i n  l a b o r  c i r c l e s  to d a y .  He s e e s
h i s  p a s t  r o l e  a s  t h a t  o f  a p r e c u r s o r  t o  c u r r e n t  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  
such  as  C esar Chavez. "Maybe I  was k in d a  l i k e  a John  th e  
B a p t i s t  t o  Cesar Chavez, to  sum i t  u p , "  M i t c h e l l  s a i d  a few 
y e a r s  ago. He t h in k s  t h a t  p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e  p l i g h t ,  i f  n o t  th e  
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  has been  one o f  h i s  most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  With t h e  r a p id  m e c h a n iz a t io n  o f  
s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  to d a y ,  M i t c h e l l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t r a c t o r  d r i v e r s  
need a new ty p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  "Somewhere o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  
i s  a Cesar Chavez i n  th e  b la c k  b e l t , "  he s a i d .  "We want t o  
f in d  h im ."  Henry P e l e t ,  on th e  o t h e r  hand , t h in k s  t h a t  th e  
o n ly  b a r r i e r  t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  cane o r g a n i z a t i o n  to d a y  i s  s u f f i ­
c i e n t  money t o  wage a r e c o g n i t i o n  s t r i k e .
In  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s  Gordon M c ln t i r e  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  
F a rm e rsT Union, who i n v i t e d  M i t c h e l l Ts STFU t o  come to  L o u is ­
ia n a  to  o rg a n iz e  s u g a r  cane w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  1930*s, p r e s e n te d  
th e  most s e n s i b l e  e a r l y  l a b o r  ap p ro ach  t o  t h e  s u g a r  cane in d u s ­
t r y .  At a t im e  when r a d i c a l s ,  such  a s  t h e  supposed-Communist 
Clyde Johnson o f  t h e  S h a r e c r o p p e r s 1 U nion , w ere  demanding ga rd en  
p l o t s  and f r e e  h o u s in g  f o r  w o rk e rs ,  M c l n t i r e ,  who had se en  th e  
need f o r  F re n c h -s p e a k in g  o r g a n i z e r s ,  ad v o ca te d  c o n v e r t in g  th e  
p a t e r n a l i s t i c  f r i l l s  o f  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  sy s tem  i n t o  t a n g i b l e  
c ash  b e n e f i t s .  A lthough  M i t c h e l l  e x p re s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  
L o u is ia n a  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  and b e n e f i t t e d  l a t e r  from M c ln t i r e * s  
p r o p o s a l s ,  th e  STFU bypassed  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  o rg a n iz e  th e  
cane  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1930Ts .
In  1939, a f t e r  t h e  STFU broke  away from t h e  CIO fo l lo w in g  
a b i t t e r  c l a s h  w i th  r i v a l  U n ited  C anning , A l l i e d ,  and P ack ing  
and A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers o f  A m erica , t h e  un io n  was sm a ll  and 
p o o r .  But d u r in g  World War I I  t h e  STFU changed i t s  name t o  
t h e  N a t io n a l  Farm Labor Union and f l o u r i s h e d  by s u p p ly in g  
l a b o r e r s  f o r  h a r v e s t i n g  o p e r a t io n s  i n  v a r io u s  a r e a s .  A f t e r  t h e  
war t h e  u n ion  jo in e d  t h e  American F e d e ra t io n  o f  Labor and 
a t te m p te d  to  o r g a n iz e  a g r i b u s in e s s  w o rk ers  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  where 
t h e  un ion  c la s h e d  w i th  t h e  g i g a n t i c  D iG iorg io  C o rp o ra t io n  i n  
a lo n g  s t r i k e  t h a t  became f o r  t h e  NFLU a war o f  a t t r i t i o n .
W ithou t s u p p o r t  from t h e  C a th o l ic  Church, M i t c h e l l ’ s 
u n ion  p ro b a b ly  would n e v e r  have come t o  L o u is ia n a .  With a c t i v e  
ch u rch  encouragem ent and a i d ,  t h e  NAWU made L o u is ia n a  t h e  c e n t e r  
o f  i t s  o p e r a t io n  from 1951 t o  1958. At every  s t e p  o f  t h e  
L o u is ia n a  movement th e  Church p ro v id e d  n o t  o n ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b a c k in g  b u t  su ch  v i t a l  t h in g s  a s  f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  a d v ic e ,  l e a d e r ­
s h i p ,  and c o n ta c t s  w i th  w o rk e rs .
D uring t h e  193 0*s C a th o l i c  Church invo lvem en t i n  l a b o r  
m a t t e r s  i n  L o u is ia n a  was l i m i t e d  t o  i s o l a t e d  a c t i v i t y  by p r i e s t s  
such  as  W ilton  Labbe and Jo seph  Coulombe i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  
and F a th e r  Jerom e D ro le t  w i th  i n d u s t r i a l  and w a t e r - f r o n t  w o rkers  
i n  New O r le a n s .  When A rchb ishop  Jo sep h  F r a n c i s  Rummel formed a 
s o c i a l  a c t i o n  group in  t h e  e a r l y  19h0*s and a p p o in te d  V in cen t  
O’C onne ll  and Jerome D ro le t  t o  i t ,  t h e  C hurch’s u n io n  in v o lv e ­
ment in c r e a s e d  s h a r p l y .  O’ C onne ll  f i r s t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a Cane
C u r ta in  e n c i r c l e d  t h e  s u g a r  c o u n try  a f t e r  d i s p la c e d  p e rs o n s  from 
w a r - to r n  e a s t e r n  Europe walked o f f  s u g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  d i s g u s t  
o v e r  low pay and p o o r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  0*C onne ll  and E. H. 
W ill iam s o f  th e  S t a t e  F e d e r a t io n  o f  Labor i n v i t e d  H. L. M i tc h e l l  
t o  o rg a n iz e  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Im pressed  
w i th  th e  e x t e n t  o f  C a th o l i c  Church s u p p o r t ,  M i t c h e l l  t o l d  h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s  t h a t  p r i e s t s  d id  e v e r y th in g  e x c e p t  s ig n  up members 
and c o l l e c t  u n io n  d u e s .
C a th o l i c  laymen in  th e  cane c o u n try  who d i s a g r e e d  w i th  
t h e i r  c h u rc h Ts s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  NAWU o f t e n  f o r c e f u l l y  s t a t e d  
t h e i r  v iew s to  A rchb ishop  Rummel who r e f u s e d  t o  be p r e s s u r e d  
i n to  ch an g in g  h i s  p o l i c i e s  o r  i n t o  rem oving o u tsp o k en  p r i e s t s  
from t h e i r  p a r i s h e s .  At one t im e  o r  a n o th e r  t h e  Church d i f f e r e d  
t o  some d e g re e  n o t  o n ly  w i th  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  American Sugar 
Cane League, t h e  L o u is ia n a  Farm B ureau , and t h e  b ig g e s t  s u g a r  
c o rp o r a t io n s  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  b u t  a l s o  w i th  T. M. B a rk e r ,  C la rence  
S a v o ie ,  F. A. G rau gnard , E t ie n n e  C a i r e ,  Joe  B okenfohr, A l le n  
E l l e n d e r ,  Eddie S t e .  M a r ie ,  G i l b e r t  D urb in , Moise Hymel, Roland 
Toups, and many o t h e r  i n f l u e n t i a l  laym en.
Sometimes even th e  s m a l l e s t  d e t a i l s  o f  u n io n  a c t i v i t y  
r e c e iv e d  th e  c a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  C a th o l i c  Church. B es id es  
w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  s u g a r  g row ers  meet w i th  t h e  
NAWU, clergym en s tu d ie d  t h e  u n io n  o a th  f o r  p o s s i b l e  f e a t u r e s  
c o n t r a r y  t o  C a th o l i c  d o c t r i n e ,  p ro v id e d  ch u rch  h a l l s  f o r  u n io n  
m e e t in g s ,  s u p p l i e d  in fo r m a t io n  on fo rm ing  c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  t r a n s l a t e d
u n io n  program s f o r  Cajun f a r m e rs ,  a s s i s t e d  w orkers  who had 
been f i r e d ,  condu c ted  t h e  s t r i k e  v o te  p r i o r  t o  th e  1953 w alk ­
o u t ,  a p p e a le d  t o  b ig  un io n s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  NAWU, and even 
su g g e s te d  t h e  name change t h a t  t h e  u n io n  made j u s t  a s  i t s  
L o u is ia n a  campaign began . A f t e r  M i t c h e l l  p o in te d  o u t  t o  A rch­
b ish o p  Rummel f la w s  in  F a th e r  Twomey*s p rop osed  C a th o l ic  
in d e p e n d e n t  u n ion  i n  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  p r e l a t e  s u c c e s s ­
f u l l y  s c o tc h e d  t h e  scheme. Church l e a d e r s ,  on th e  o t h e r  hand , 
in duced  M i t c h e l l  t o  d e l e t e  s p e c i f i c  m ention  o f  A rchbishop  
Rummel i n  an NAWU o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r o s p e c tu s .  Knowing th e  
c h u rc h ’s a v e r s io n  to  Communism, M i t c h e l l  and h i s  c o l le a g u e s  
p e rh a p s  em phasized t h e i r  own a n ti-C o n ro u n is t  view s more th a n  
th e y  had i n  p r e v io u s  y e a r s .  Church l e a d e r s  opposed a t t e m p ts  
by t h e  L o u is ia n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law s in  
1944, 1946, 1954, and 1956, a t  t im e s  when M i t c h e l l ’s u n io n  was 
i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  o f f e r  much r e s i s t e n c e .
Most p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  en d o rsed  A rchb ishop  Rummel’s l a b o r  
p o l i c i e s  even i f  th e y  p e r s o n a l l y  had m is g iv in g s .  Two o l d e r  
c lergym en i n  t h e  cane c o u n t r y ,  M onsignor Dominic P e r in o  and 
M onsignor Je an  E yraud, e x p e r ie n c e d  d i f f i c u l t y  n o t  o n ly  i n  
r e c o n c i l i n g  t h e i r  v iew s w i th  th o s e  o f  t h e  p r e l a t e ,  b u t  a l s o  
w i th  young a s s i s t a n t  p a s t o r s  a s s ig n e d  t o  t h e i r  p a r i s h e s .  F a th e r  
Roy P a t t e r s o n  p ro b a b ly  l e f t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  Holy S a v io r  i n  
L o ck p o rt  b e ca u se  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n  w ith  M onsignor P e r in o .  
F a th e r  O’C o n n e l l ,  who a s  chairm an  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  com m ittee
was r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  from th e  ty p e  o f  p r e s s u r e  some p a r i s h  p r i e s t s  
f e l t ,  was u n d o u b ted ly  r e a s s ig n e d  i n  1952 b e ca u se  o f  h i s  u n io n -  
o r g a n iz in g  a c t i v i t y .  The A rchb ishop  tu rn e d  down t h e  r e q u e s t  
o f  angry  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  remove F a th e r  Jerom e D ro le t  from S t .  
C h a r le s  P a r i s h .  D r o l e t ,  who had r e c e iv e d  t h r e a t e n i n g  te le p h o n e  
c a l l s ,  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a bodyguard a t  one t im e .
A rchb ishop  Rummel, s  c l o s e s t  a d v i s e r s  c o n s id e re d  him a 
g r e a t  man. With Jo sep h  Vath and C h a r le s  P lau ch e  in  th e  
Chancery o f f i c e ,  and V in cen t  0*C on ne ll  and l a t e r  L ou is  Twomey 
and th e  layman C h a r le s  Logan a d v is in g  him on m a t t e r s  o f  s o c i a l  
j u s t i c e ,  t h e  l a t e  A rchbishop  emerged a s  a l i b e r a l  r e fo rm e r  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  m ag n itu d e . J o s e p h i t e  p a s t o r s  su ch  as  H arry  J .  Maloney 
in  B e r t r a n d v i l l e  and Jo seph  T u rn e r  i n  R e se rv e ,  a lo n g  w i th  p a r i s h  
p r i e s t s  such  a s  Jerome D r o le t ,  Roy P a t t e r s o n ,  Roland B oudreaux, 
A lexander S ig u r ,  and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  a r e a ,  p ro v id e d  
s o l i d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  A rc h b ish o p ’s p o l i c i e s .  Even though  e f f o r t s  
i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  NAWU f a i l e d ,  C h a r le s  P lau ch e  and Jo seph  Vath 
do n o t  c o n s id e r  th e  a t te m p t  t o  have been  i n  v a in .  Nor do th e y  
c o n s id e r  t h e  work o f  th e  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p r i e s t s  such  
as  Josep h  Coulombe o r  Jerome D r o le t  w a s te d .  They, l i k e  th e  two 
B e r r ig a n  p r i e s t s  to d a y ,  were p o t e n t i a l l y  t h e  c a t a l y s t  t o  a 
p o p u la r  movement t o  a m e l io r a te  o p p r e s s iv e  c o n d i t i o n s .
When th e  NAWU came t o  L o u is ia n a  in  th e  e a r l y  19 50 ’s ,
MiL'choll had hopes o f  o r g a n iz in g  d a i r y ,  s t r a w b e r r y ,  s h a l l o t ,  
and p o t a to  f a rm e r s ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  s u g a r  cane
and r i c e  i n d u s t r i e s .  In  1953 t h e  un io n  c a l l e d  a s t r i k e  d u r in g  
th e  h a r v e s t  se a so n  i n  th e  cane f i e l d s  o f  L o u is ia n a  a f t e r  f a i l i n g  
to  g e t  g row ers  t o  a g re e  to  b a rg a in  c o l l e c t i v e l y  even a f t e r  
A rchb ishop  Rummel t r i e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  t o  b r in g  t o g e t h e r  p l a n t e r s  
and u n io n  l e a d e r s .  For ab o u t a month th e  u n ion  impeded b u t  d id  
n o t  h a l t  t h e  cane h a r v e s t .  During t h e  s t r i k e  th e  NAWU waged an 
a c t i v e  p ropaganda  s k i r m is h  a g a i n s t  t h e  American Sugar Cane 
League t h a t  spoke f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  Because th e  NAWU th rew  up 
p i c k e t  l i n e s  around  s u g a r  r e f i n e r i e s  and a t te m p te d  t o  e n t i c e  
f a c t o r y  w orke rs  t o  j o i n  th e  f i e l d  w orkers* s t r i k e ,  th e  l a r g e  
c o r p o r a t io n s  o b ta in e d  i n j u n c t i o n s  which ended t h e  s t r i k e  by 
v i r t u a l l y  p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  NAWU from p e rfo rm in g  as  a l a b o r  u n io n .
C o n d i t io n s  grew p r o g r e s s i v e l y  worse f o r  t h e  STFU a f t e r  
th e  cane f i e l d  s t r i k e .  In  1954 th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a sse d  a 
r i g h t - t o - w o r k  law d e s p i t e  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t io n  from o rg a n iz e d  
l a b o r  and t h e  C a th o l ic  Church. Two y e a r s  l a t e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
un io n  l e a d e r s  and r e s p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a g r i b u s in e s s  combined 
f o r c e s  t o  p u sh  th ro u g h  a r e p e a l  o f  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  a t  th e  expense  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  who were exc luded  from i t s  p r o v i s i o n s .  
While t h e  AFL and t h e  CIO f i r s t  d is c u s s e d  m erger p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
in  1954, t h e  NAWU a s s i s t e d  su g a r  cane f a c t o r y  w orkers  i n  a 
s t r i k e  a t  Mathews, L o u is ia n a .  Perhaps  M i tc h e l l  th o u g h t  t h a t  
by d e m o n s t r a t in g  NAWU invo lvem en t w i th  f a c t o r y  w orkers  a l s o ,  
th e  NATO c o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  a v a l i d  c la im  f o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  th e  
e n t i r e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  when t h e  m erger m a t e r i a l i z e d .  But t h e
Mathews s t r i k e  n o t  o n ly  ended i n  f a i l u r e ,  i t  dashed  hopes t h a t  
t h e  NAWU co u ld  g e t  a lo n g  w i th  CIO l e a d e r s .
M i tc h e l l* s  chances o f  h e ad in g  an AFL-CIO a g r i c u l t u r a l  
o r g a n iz in g  d r iv e  v a n ish e d  when he la s h e d  o u t  a t  s t a t e  and 
n a t i o n a l  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  r i g h t - t o - w o r k  d e a l  
t h a t  p e n a l iz e d  t h e  NAWU and f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  u n io n  complacency 
i n  r e g a r d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  No doubt l a b o r  l e a d e r s  
remembered h i s  b i t i n g  c r i t i c i s m s  when th e  AFL-CIO f i n a l l y  
d ec id ed  to  o r g a n iz e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers  and chose  C esar Chavez 
t o  head t h e  U n ited  Farm Workers O rg a n iz in g  Committee. No 
l o n g e r  a b le  t o  m a in ta in  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  two s u g a r  l o c a l s  i n  
L o u is ia n a  t h a t  v a c i l l a t e d  between P ack inghouse  and t h e  B u tc h e r s ,  
M i t c h e l l  i n  1958 fo ld e d  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and j o in e d  t h e  B u tche rs*  
s p e c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d ep a r tm en t  c r e a t e d  f o r  him by P a t r i c k  
Gorman.
W hile th e  NAWU s t i l l  had a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  o r g a n iz in g  t h e  
e n t i r e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  in  195^, E rn e s to  G a la rz a  w ro te  ’’The 
L o u is ia n a  Sugar Cane P l a n t a t i o n  Worker Vs. The Sugar C orpor­
a t i o n s ,  U. S. Departm ent o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  e t  a l . ” For th e  f i r s t  
t im e  a d e t a i l e d  s tu d y  a n a ly ze d  th e  i n d u s t r y  from a l a b o r  p o i n t  
o f  v iew , and i t  b ro u g h t  o u t  c r i t i c i s m s  and f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  th e  American Sugar Cane League u s u a l ly  d id  n o t  m en tio n .  
The s tu d y ,  w hich was o v e r  one hundred pag es  l o n g ,  was mimeo­
g raphed  and d i s t r i b u t e d  by th e  NAWU t o  ch u rch  l e a d e r s  and i n t e r ­
e s t e d  s u p p o r t e r s ,  b u t  i t  n e v e r  r e c e iv e d  th e  mass ex p o su re  and
p u b l i c i t y  i t  d e se rv e d .  In  1955 G a la rza  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  NAWU 
a t  C o n g re s s io n a l  h e a r in g s  t o  amend t h e  1948 Sugar Act and 
p r e s e n te d  a copy o f  h i s  s tu d y  as  p a r t  o f  h i s  t e s t im o n y .  He 
a t te m p te d  t o  em phasize  t h e  economic prob lem s o f  cane f i e l d  
w o rk e rs ,  t h e  d is a d v a n ta g e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  sm a ll  cane fa rm e r ,  
th e  u n i o n 's  s u p p o r t  o f  s u b s i d i e s  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  and th e  
d e s i r e  to  p ro v id e  more " b re a d ” f o r  t h e  w orkers  b e fo r e  " p u t t i n g  
more i c i n g  on th e  c a k e ” f o r  g row ers  and p r o c e s s e r s .
The NAWU a t te m p t  t o  a l i g n  sm a ll  cane fa rm e rs  w i th  u n ion  
w orkers  a g a i n s t  th e  o u ts id e -o w n ed  g i a n t s  o f  th e  i n d u s t r y  was a 
th row back  to  t h e  lS g O 's .  P e rh ap s  ”n e o - P o p u l i s t ” b e s t  d e s c r ib e s  
t h e  c l a s s  a p p e a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  j o i n  t h e  two groups 
a g a i n s t  t h e  b i g  su g a r  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  G a la rza  c la im ed  t h a t  th e  
sm a ll  g row ers p a id  t o  t h e  Am erican Sugar Cane League dues t h a t  
were ”a l l  b u t  com pulso ry” and w ere s u b j e c t  t o  a r b i t r a r y  t r a s h  
p e n a l t i e s ,  c o m p lic a te d  p u r i t y  t e s t s ,  and u n su p e rv is e d  s u c ro s e  
a n a ly s e s .  He s a i d  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o -o p s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  d e s ig n ed  
to  h e lp  sm a l l  f a r m e r s ,  b e n e f i t t e d  w e a l th y  p r o c e s s o r s  i n  th e  
su g a r  i n d u s t r y .  Sm all cane g row ers  p a id  h ig h e r  wages th a n  th e  
b i g  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  th e  NAWU s a i d ,  i n  d i r e c t i n g  i t s  s h a r p e s t  
b a rb s  a t  th e  c o r p o r a t io n s .  The u n io n  adv o ca ted  a p r o c e s s in g  
t a x  on su g a r  cane t o  f in a n c e  p rogram s b e n e f i c i a l  t o  l a b o r e r s  
and to  s m a l l  f a rm e rs .  But t h e  u n io n  a p p e a l  was doomed to  f a i l  
s i n c e  sm a ll  g row ers  cou ld  se e  i n  u n i o n iz a t i o n  few d i r e c t  b ene ­
f i t s  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  demands f o r  h ig h e r  w ages. Union
p ro m ises  to  h e lp  sm a ll  fa rm e rs  h a r v e s t  t h e i r  c ro p s  d u r in g  th e  
1953 cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  had n o t  im p ressed  t h e  sm a l l  g row ers  who 
knew t h a t  th e  s t r i k e  was n o t  d i r e c t e d  s o l e l y  a g a i n s t  th e  b i g -  
f o u r  su g a r  c o r p o r a t io n s  a s  th e  NAWU c la im e d .
The lo n g  NAWU l i s t  o f  c o m p la in ts  abou t t h e  su g a r  
i n d u s t r y  range  from th e  b road  and g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  s m a l l  and 
s p e c i f i c .  Not o n ly  were wages low , t h e  u n ion  s a i d ,  b u t  r a t e s  
v a r i e d  w id e ly  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  same ty p e  o f  work.
The u n ion  c la im ed  t h a t  th e  c o m p lica te d  p r ic e -w a g e  e s c a l a t o r ,  
which t h e o r e t i c a l l y  a d ju s te d  wages a u to m a t i c a l l y  when th e  
p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  f l u c t u a t e d ,  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  to o  c o m p lic a te d  to  
work o r  f o r  laymen to  comprehend. I t  t i e d  wage i n c r e a s e s  t o  
s u g a r  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  t h a t  would b r i n g  i n  m i l l i o n s  t o  p ro d u ­
c e r s  and s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  w o rk e rs .  L ik e w ise ,  l a b o r e r s  
b e n e f i t t e d  l i t t l e  from pay i n c r e a s e s  due to  them f o l lo w in g  th e  
s a l e  o f  m o la sses  a f t e r  th e  g r in d in g  s e a s o n .  By t h a t  t im e  many 
w orkers  had ta k e n  o t h e r  j o b s .  The NAWU c la im ed  t h a t  u n io n iz e d  
s u g a r  w orkers  i n  Hawaii ea rn ed  h ig h e r  wages t h a n  n o n -u n io n  
l a b o r e r s  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  g roup r e c e iv e d  unemploy­
ment com pensa tion  o r  had a p e n s io n  sy s te m . He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
USDA d id  n o t  e n fo rc e  th e  wage p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Sugar A c t ,  and 
g row ers dom inated  th e  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b o a rd s  and com m issions 
t h a t  h and led  w o rker c o m p la in ts .  G a la rza  wondered i f  t h e  USDA 
endo rsed  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orke rs  d id  n o t  have th e  
r i g h t  t o  j o i n  u n io n s  s im p ly  b ecau se  th e y  had  been  ex c lu d ed  from
some l a b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  B efo re  s u p p o r t in g  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Sugar A c t ,  he wanted t h e  r i g h t s  o f  w orke rs  s p e l l e d  o u t  c l e a r l y .  
In  h i s  lo n g  s u g a r  r e p o r t  he com plained abou t s u b s ta n d a rd  h o u s in g  
on su g a r  p l a n t a t i o n s  and in c lu d e d  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  some p a r t i c u ­
l a r i t y  d i l a p i d a t e d  exam ples .
The NAWU d id  n o t  recommend c u t t i n g  s u b s i d i e s  o r  a l t e r i n g  
th e  quo ta  sys tem  w hich were so v i t a l  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  G a la rza  
hoped t o  expose g l a r i n g  i n e q u i t i e s  i n  th e  sys tem  t h a t  cou ld  be 
e l im in a te d .  He a n t i c i p a t e d  grow ers*  c o m p la in ts  o f  b e in g  u n a b le  
to  a f f o r d  a d d i t i o n a l  b u rd en s  by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  any h e a v i ly  
s u b s id iz e d  i n d u s t r y  w hich c o u ld  n o t  a d e q u a te ly  com pensate i t s  
work f o r c e  must have been  an uneconomic v e n tu r e .  High f i x e d  
c o s t s ,  f o r  exam ple, a r e  a m ajo r p rob lem  in  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  
Expensive m i l l  and h a r v e s t i n g  equipm ent i s  used  f o r  ab o u t n in e  
weeks o u t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r .
In  May, 1972, S a tu rd a y  Review ra n  a s c a t h i n g  f e a t u r e -  
l e n g t h  in d ic tm e n t  o f  t h e  L o u is ia n a  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  w r i t t e n  by 
P e t e r  Schuck, a young law y er  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  Ralph N ader. 
A cco rd in g  t o  Schuck, th e  s u g a r  lobby  has  f o r  y e a r s  th w a r te d  
a t t e m p ts  by l i b e r a l s  i n  C ongress t o  p r o v id e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w ork ers  
th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  N a t io n a l  Labor R e la t i o n s  Board j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
unemployment c o m p e n sa tio n ,  and minimum wage c o v e ra g e .  Schuck 
p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  l o b b y i s t s  h i r e d  by t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  a r e  
o f t e n  r e t i r e d  USDA b u r e a u c r a t s  who a d m in is te r e d  t h e  Sugar Act 
d u r in g  t h e i r  t e n u r e  o f  governm ent s e r v i c e .  He showed t h a t  i n
1970 American ta x p a y e rs  s p e n t  $900 m i l l i o n  to  keep t h e  dom estic  
p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  h ig h e r  th a n  t h e  w orld  m arke t p r i c e .  Schuck 
p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  USDA p a id  o u t  an a d d i t i o n a l  $93 m i l l i o n  
in  b e n e f i t  paym ents t o  l i m i t  p r o d u c t io n .  He s a i d  t h a t  i n  1969 
South  C oast C o rp o ra t io n  r e c e iv e d  $297,000 and Southdown,
$186,000 in  b e n e f i t  paym ents . B u t,  a c c o rd in g  to  Schuck, th e  
a v e ra g e  s u g a r  w orker w i th  a fa m ily  o f  s i x  r e c e iv e d  o n ly  $2,635 
a y e a r ,  $1,900 l e s s  th a n  t h e  p o v e r ty  l e v e l  f o r  a farm  f a m i ly ,  
and $1 ,000 l e s s  t h a n  t h e  a v e rag e  fa rm -w orke r f a m i ly .  Housing 
c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  Schuck*s o p in io n ,  rem ain  s u b s ta n d a rd  i n  many 
c a s e s ,  and w e l f a r e  o f f i c i a l s  d i s c r im i n a t e  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s .
S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  Schuck s h a r p ly  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  C a th o l ic  
Church f o r  i t s  n e g a t iv e  r o l e  i n  t h e  cane c o u n try .  He s in g le d  
o u t  B ishop M aurice  Schexnayder o f  t h e  D io cese  o f  L a f a y e t t e ,  
w i th  t h e  l a r g e s t  b l a c k  C a th o l i c  p o p u la t i o n  i n  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  
f o r  a c t u a l l y  d e t e r r i n g  e f f o r t s  by young p r i e s t s  and nuns t o  
a s s i s t  t h e  cane f i e l d  l a b o r e r s .  B ishop Schex nayder,  a c c o rd in g  
t o  Schuck, c a l l e d  i n  F a th e r  F rank  Ecim ovich , who had been  
w ork ing  among cane  f i e l d  l a b o r e r s ,  f o r  a m ee tin g  w i th  i r a t e  
su g a r  g ro w e rs .  The p l a n t e r s  t o l d  Ecimovich to  mind h i s  own 
b u s in e s s  and made h i s  s t a y  i n  t h e  a r e a  u n c o m fo r ta b le .  A f t e r  
Ecimovich l e f t  t h e  d i o c e s e ,  S i s t e r  Anne C a th e r in e ,  a Dominican 
nun, to o k  o v e r  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  M utual Help A s so c i ­
a t i o n ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e d ic a te d  t o  im prov ing  t h e  l i f e  o f  p o o r  
w orke rs  th ro u g h  c o o p e r a t iv e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  w e l f a r e ,  h e a l t h ,  and
c o n s u m e r -o r ie n ta te d  p r o j e c t s .  F a th e r  V in c en t  O’C onnell  to d ay  
heads  a Thibodaux o f f i c e  o f  th e  SMHA t h a t  r e c e i v e s  fun ds  from 
th e  Departm ent o f  H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n ,  and W elfare  and from th e  
N a t io n a l  S h a r e c r o p p e r s 1 Fund.
Angry d e n ia l s  from t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  o f  Schuck’s 
c h a rg es  c o n c e n t r a te d  on d e m o n s tra t in g  t h a t  w orkers  e a rn ed  more 
th a n  $2,600 p e r  y e a r  and t h a t  h o u s in g  was b e t t e r  th a n  Schuck 
s u g g e s te d .  T. M. B arker  showed t h e  a u th o r  e v id e n ce  t h a t  f i e l d  
employees o f  V a le n t in e  Sugars  e a rn ed  c o n s id e r a b ly  more th an  
Schuck s t a t e d ,  b u t  he a d m it te d  t h a t  h i s  company p ro b a b ly  h i r e d  
more Cajuns and few er b la c k s  th a n  m ost cane p l a n t a t i o n s .  He 
defended  h i s  company’s h o u s in g  p o l i c y  and su g g e s te d  t h a t  Schuck 
had d i s p la y e d  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  b i a s  in  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  Bishop 
Schexnayder.
The 1953 cane f i e l d  s t r i k e  r e v e a l s  more ab o u t g e n e r a l  
c o n d i t io n s  i n  L o u is ia n a  th a n  ab ou t l a b o r  e x p a n s io n ,  s in c e  th e  
s t r i k e  i t s e l f  was a f a i l u r e  and a s e tb a c k  f o r  u n io n  o r g a n iz in g  
in  a g r i c u l t u r e .  L ike  t h e  s h a r e c ro p p e r s  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 *s who d id  
n o t  a c h ie v e  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a in in g  c o n c e s s io n s  from th e  b i g  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  th e  s u g a r  w orkers  f a i l e d  b ecause  o f  
l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and o r g a n ic  s t r u c t u r a l  p ro b lem s. W ithout 
t h e  ad v an tag e s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a in in g  and th e  c lo s e d  o r  
un io n  sho p , th e  NAWU was fo rc e d  t o  cond uct t h e  o l d e r  ty p e  s t r i k e  
t h a t  was won o n ly  when a un io n  e x e r te d  overw helm ing economic 
p r e s s u r e .  I n j u n c t io n s  t h a t  ended t h e  s t r i k e  resem bled  th o se
d e s c r ib e d  by I r v i n g  B e r n s te in  a s  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  ty p e  used  a g a i n s t  
un io n s  d u r in g  t h e  l e a n  y e a r s  f o r  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  b e fo re  1933.
The many s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tw een th e  1953 s t r i k e  and th o s e  
o f  th e  1 8 8 0 Ts a r e  a n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  modern s t r i k e  was 
t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  o l d e r  ty p e  e n c o u n te r .  In  b o th  e ra s  grow ers 
e i t h e r  open ly  o r  s u b t l y  s t i r r e d  up r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  th e  
p re d o m in a n t ly  b la c k  un io n s  and c a l l e d  u n io n  l e a d e r s  Communists 
o r  s a i d  th e y  were C om m unis t-supported . P l a n t e r s  i n  b o th  c a se s  
e v i c t e d  th e  b l a c k l i s t e d  w orkers  t o  combat u n ion  i n f lu e n c e ,  
r e q u e s te d  a d d i t i o n a l  p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and charged  th e  un ion s  
w i th  v i o l a t i n g  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s .  The s t r i k e s  a r e  even s i m i l a r  
i n  a t t e m p ts  by t h e  u n io n s  t o  a t t r a c t  sympathy f o r  t h e i r  p l i g h t  
from  a R ep u b lican  p r e s i d e n t  and a fo rm er  p r e s i d e n t  v i s i t i n g  in  
New O r le a n s —G ran t i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  E isenhow er i n  th e  
t w e n t i e t h .
C a th o l i c  s u g a r  g row ers a p p a r e n t ly  r e s o lv e d  th e  dilemma 
o f  d e c id in g  w h e th e r  t o  accede  t o  c h u rc h -su p p o r te d  c o n c e ss io n s  
o r  t o  r e s i s t  u n io n  r e c o g n i t i o n  by s t r e s s i n g  economic s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  a t  th e  expense  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l .  Many C a th o l i c s ,  who 
w ere n o t a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  were u n ab le  t o  
i n f lu e n c e  p u b l i c  o p in io n  i n  f a v o r  o f  a t  l e a s t  to k en  c o n c e ss io n s  
t o  th e  c h u rc h -s u p p o r te d  p o s i t i o n .  T h is  p ro b a b ly  con firm s 
M i t c h e l l ’s b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  th e  cane c o u n try  b a s i c a l l y  
d id  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  t h e  l a b o r  movement. The American Sugar Cane
League e n jo y ed  g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  i n  s t i r r i n g  f e a r s  o f  Communists 
and o u t s i d e  i n f lu e n c e  in  u n ion  a c t i v i t y .
Nor was th e  u n ion  a b le  t o  expose and t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on 
t h e  p a r a d o x ic a l  and v u ln e r a b le  economic p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  L o u is ­
ia n a  su g a r  i n d u s t r y .  E rn es to  G a la rz a  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  e v e r  an 
i n d u s t r y  o f f e r e d  an o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  t h e  im p o s i t io n  o f  m ean in g fu l  
governm ent minimum s t a n d a r d s ,  i t  was th e  su g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  where 
a d e q u a te  com pensa tion  t o  w orkers  co u ld  be t i e d  t o  t h e  sy s tem  
o f  t a r i f f s ,  q u o ta s ,  a c re a g e  a l l o t m e n t s ,  and b e n e f i t  paym ents .
The h e a v i ly  s u b s id iz e d  i n d u s t r y ,  he  f e l t ,  had spoken o f  th e  
m e r i t s  o f  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sys tem  and c r i t i c i z e d  governm ent- 
s e t  wage r a t e s  and a c re a g e  a l lo tm e n ts  as  mere r e s t r i c t i v e  p r o ­
c e d u re s  r a t h e r  th a n  c o n d i t io n s  u n d er  which fa rm e rs  q u a l i f i e d  
f o r  b e n e f i t s .  The su g a r  lobby  had spoken e f f e c t i v e l y  o f  th e  
im p o r tan c e  o f  m a in ta in in g  a v a lu a b le  i n d u s t r y .  The u n io n  had 
become t h e  v o ic e  a t  th e  a n n u a l  wage h e a r in g s  o f  i g n o r a n t  f i e l d  
w orke rs  o f  a hand icapped  m in o r i ty  r a c e  l i v i n g  on i s o l a t e d  r u r a l  
p l a n t a t i o n s  who cou ld  n o t  compete e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  th e  
Am erican Sugar Cane L eaguefs p a id  l o b b y i s t s  and spokesmen.
I r o n i c a l l y ,  many m idd le  c l a s s  w h i te s  who c r i t i c i z e d  
t h e  un ion  and i n d i r e c t l y  h e lp ed  to  weaken th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  
p re d o m in a n t ly  b la c k  u n io n  would th em se lv e s  have b e n e f i t t e d  from 
membership i n  u n io n s .  W hether some o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  m i l i ­
ta n c y  t h a t  has  sw ept t h e  c o u n try  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  cou ld  have 
been ch an n e led  i n t o  c o n s t r u c t i v e  program s f o r  h e lp in g  t h e  po o r
in  th e  cane c o u n try  o f f e r s  f a s c i n a t i n g  s p e c u l a t i o n .  Though 
o b v io u s ly  no p a n a c e a ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n  p ro v id e d  an o u t ­
l e t  i n t o  which p o t e n t i a l  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  cane c o u n try  m ight 
have ch an ne led  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s .  Those who a r e  q u ic k  to  d ism is s  
t h e  n o t io n  a s  u n te n a b le  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  Rap Brown l i v e d  i n  
Baton Rouge on t h e  rim  o f  th e  cane c o u n try .
P erhaps  a m i l i t a n t  such  a s  Rap Brown cou ld  have become 
th e  C aesar  Chavez o f  th e  b la c k  b e l t  o f  L o u is ia n a  and produced 
b road  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  movement, which f a i l e d  w i th o u t  i t  d e s p i t e  
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  C a th o l i c  Church. The u n io n  man who came 
c l o s e s t  t o  b e in g  a l e a d e r  w i th  p o p u la r  mass a p p e a l  was Joe 
G u id ry , th e  w h i te  Cajun o r g a n iz e r  who spoke a l s o  f o r  th e  
m a jo r i t y  o f  un ion  members, b la c k s  who d id  n o t  sp eak  F rench  
o r  i d e n t i f y  w i th  Cajun c u l t u r e .  P erhaps  s t i r r i n g  up a p a t h e t i c  
b la c k s  who d id  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  what a u n i t e d  l a b o r  e f f o r t  cou ld  
mean would have o v e r ta x e d  even th e  e n e r g ie s  o f  a Rap Brown.
To ran k  t h e  NAWU t r i u m v i r a t e  o f  H. L. M i t c h e l l ,  Henry 
H asiw ar, and E rn e s to  G a la rza  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a un ique  s c a l e  o f  
m easurem ent. They were n o t  o r d in a r y  un io n  o r g a n iz e r s  who 
o p e ra te d  under an o r d in a r y  s e t  o f  ground r u l e s .  Though o f t e n  
c a l l e d  upon t o  f a c e  seem in g ly  in su rm o u n ta b le  o b s t a c l e s ,  th ey  
d id  no t h e s i t a t e  to  meet t h e  c h a l le n g e  no m a t t e r  what t h e  odds 
a g a i n s t  s u c c e s s  w ere . Each p o s s e s se d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and d e d i ­
c a t io n  to  become a c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  m asses had he th e  
i n c l i n a t i o n  o r  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  work on f u r t h e r i n g  h i s  p u b l i c
im age. I n s t e a d  th e y  became a l l  t h in g s  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a b o r  movement— i t s  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  f i n a n c i e r s ,  l i b e r a l  sp o k e s ­
men and p r o p a g a n d i s t s ,  l i n k s  w i th  t h e  C a th o l i c  Church and o t h e r  
s u p p o r t e r s ,  o r g a n i z e r s ,  and s t r i k e  l e a d e r s  a s  w e l l .
Each d i s p la y e d  an a lm o s t  a r r o g a n t  c o n f id e n c e  i n  h i s  own 
a b i l i t y  t o  w i th s ta n d  th e  h a rd s h ip s  and p r i v a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to  
work e f f e c t i v e l y  among b l a c k ,  M exican-A m erican, and Cajun 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  The NAWU l e a d e r s  f e l t  c o n f id e n t  t h e i r  
c o l le a g u e s  i n  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  un io n s  cou ld  n e v e r  m atch t h e i r  
p e r s e v e r a n c e .  T h is  i n n e r  c o n f id e n c e  p roduced  a r e c k l e s s  
abandon t h a t  a t  t im e s  b o rd e re d  on d e fe a t i s m  o r  f a t a l i s m .
They som etim es p lunged  i n t o  t a s k s  th e y  knew r e q u i r e d  more th a n  
d e te r m in a t io n  a lo n e  to  w in . But o f t e n  t h e  u n io n  b e n e f i t t e d  
from th e  d ru b b in g s  i t  r e c e iv e d  in  sy m p a th e t ic  s u p p o r t  from 
l i b e r a l  c o n t r i b u t o r s .  Even though  th e y  e x p re s s e d  d i s d a i n  f o r  
more d o w n - to -e a r th  u n io n  o r g a n i z e r s ,  t h e y  adm ired  t h e i r  
b u s i n e s s - l i k e  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s .
A l l  t h r e e  NAWU l e a d e r s  had tu rn e d  down more r e w a rd in g  
job o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i th  o t h e r  un io ns  o r  i n  i n d u s t r y  i n  o r d e r  
t o  rem ain  w i th  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n io n .  They a p p a r e n t ly  p r e f e r r e d  
t h e  f r e e w h e e l in g  unorthodoxy  and th e  i n d iv id u a l i s m  o f  th e  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  movement t o  t h a t  o f  b e in g  au tom atons  i n  b ig  
i n d u s t r i a l  u n io n s .  Each en joy ed  p e r fo rm in g  t h e  demanding t a s k s  
o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z e r ,  who o f t e n  had t o  im p ro v ise  and 
make d e c i s io n s  on t h e  s p u r  o f  th e  moment w i th o u t  a s s i s t a n c e  o r
a d v ic e .  But t h e  t a x i n g  s c h e d u le ,  t h e  a g o n iz in g  f i n a n c i a l  p r o ­
b lem s, and th e  f r u s t r a t i n g  d e f e a t s  l e d  t o  u l c e r s ,  e x h a u s t io n ,  
and d e s p a i r .  The NAWU waged a good f i g h t  i n  L o u is ia n a ,  and 
th ro u g h  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  l e a d e r s  such  as  M i t c h e l l ,  G a la rz a ,  and 
H asiw ar, s u rv iv e d  lo n g e r  th a n  e x p e c te d ,  b u t  th e  movement f a i l e d .
A lthough  NAWU l e a d e r s  d e m o n s tra te d  a s t r o n g  s e n se  o f  
m is s io n  and a h ig h  l e v e l  o f  i d e a l i s m ,  th e y  f a i l e d  to  a r t i c u l a t e  
lo n g - ra n g e  p la n s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs .  P erhaps th e  p r e ­
c a r io u s  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  u n i o n 's  f i n a n c i a l  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  p re v e n te d  
them from l i n g e r i n g  o v e r  e s o t e r i c  dreams u n t i l  th e y  had developed  
a s o l i d  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  u n io n  t h a t  was t h e  d u ly  a u th o r iz e d  
b a r g a in in g  a g e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r e r s .
Even w i th  s t r o n g  b a c k in g  from  t h e  C a th o l ic  Church in  
L o u is ia n a ,  M i t c h e l l ' s  u n io n  n e v e r  en jo yed  t h e  ty p e  o f  s u c c e s s  
t h a t  would have p roduced  r e a l i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  f u l f i l l i n g  
th e  i d e a l i s t i c  hopes l e a d e r s  o n ly  h i n t e d  a t .  D e sp i te  s e tb a c k s  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  195 0 ' s  M i t c h e l l  p led g e d  t o  c o n t in u e  w ork ing  among 
u n o rg an iz ed  farm  w orkers  b u t  a d m it te d  t h a t  t h e  NAWU d id  n o t  
have a program  t h a t  a p p e a le d  t o  them . At t im e s  he spoke o f  th e  
propaganda v a lu e  o f  a campaign among t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  poo r  as  
i f  d o in g  more th a n  p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e i r  p l i g h t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e .
When th e  u n i o n 's  L o u is ia n a  campaign was on t h e  v e rg e  o f  
c o l l a p s e ,  M i t c h e l l  t o l d  Pat. Gorman o f  t h e  M e a tc u t te r s  and 
B u tche r  Workmen t h a t  he needed h e lp  t o  d e v e lo p  a sound o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  o f  w o rk e rs .  But t o  t h e  v e ry  end G a la rza  d i s l i k e d  h a v in g
t o  tem per t h e  NAWU app roach  w i th  th e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  ’’b u s in e s s  
u n io n is m ,” which he sen sed  would n e v e r  accommodate a g r i c u l t u r a l  
w o rk e rs .  The b e s t  M i t c h e l l  co u ld  e x p ec t  f o r  th o s e  among whom 
he had la b o re d  so  lo n g  was a hope t h a t  th e y  had developed  a 
s e n se  o f  in d ep en d en ce .  He d id  n o t  want t o  le a d  them t o  th e  
Prom ised Land o n ly  to  have someone le a d  them o u t  a g a in .
E rn e s to  G a la r z a ’s hope t h a t  th e  s u g a r  cane in d u s t r y  
would p ro v id e  more b e n e f i t s  f o r  w orkers  b e fo r e  i n c r e a s in g  
rew ards  t o  th e  b i g  p ro d u c e rs  i s  t h e  e s se n c e  o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .  Modern c r i t i c s  show t h a t  
l i v i n g  and w ork ing  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  f i e l d  l a b o r e r s  a re  f a r  
i n f e r i o r  t o  what many p e o p le  r e a l i z e d  and i n  many c a s e s  l i t t l e  
changed from t h e  1950’s .  L ik e w ise ,  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  en joyed  
by th e  s u b s id iz e d  i n d u s t r y  th ro u g h  t h e  quo ta  sy s te m , th e  d u a l  
d o m es tic -w o rld  p r i c i n g  sy s te m , and t h e  b e n e f i t  payments t o  
p ro d u c e r s  a r e  more w id e ly  known and u n d e rs to o d  to d a y .
H i s t o r i a n  Clement E aton  th o u g h t  t h a t  d e fe n d e rs  o f  
s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  a n te -b e l lu m  South  e x t e r n a l i z e d  t h e i r  g u i l t  
f e e l i n g  ab o u t  th e  sys tem  by b lam ing  o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r s  f o r  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ’s p ro b lem s. Perhaps  th e  modern s u g a r  cane i n d u s t r y ,  
l i k e  th e  s l a v o c r a c y ,  r a t i o n a l i z e d  i t s  g u i l t  f e e l i n g  abou t w orking  
and l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  by a c c u s in g  Communists and o u t s i d e  u n ion  
o r g a n i z e r s  o f  c a u s in g  l a b o r  u n r e s t  among t h e  p red o m in an tly  
b la c k  w o rk e rs .  By i t s  own a d m is s io n ,  th e  American Sugar Cane 
League once a d m it te d  i t s  i n d e f e n s i b l e  wage p o l i c y .  Because o f
t h e  im pact o f  t h e  s u g a r  cane lobby  on a g e n e r a l ly  sy m p a th e t ic  
a u d ie n c e  in  t h e  cane c o u n t r y ,  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  to d a y  
i s  t o  p rovoke th e  w ra th  n o t  o n ly  o f  t h e  Farm Bureau and th e  
American Sugar Cane League b u t  o f  many o t h e r s ,  such  a s  news­
p a p e r  e d i t o r s ,  b u s in e s s  men, and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .
L o ca l  governm en ta l o f f i c i a l s ,  en raged  by P e t e r  Schuck*s 
r e c e n t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  governm en ta l  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h r e a t e n  damage 
s u i t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  young la w y e r .  Even m inor f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  n o t  
m entioned by name in  h i s  c r i t i c a l  a r t i c l e ,  p l a n  l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  
p resum ably  to  v i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  damaged r e p u t a t i o n s .  B u re a u c ra ts  
p r e s s i n g  such  c a se s  would do w e l l  t o  lo o k  beyond t h e  m inor 
i n a c c u r a c i e s  o f  S chuckfs a r t i c l e  and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  r a m i f i ­
c a t io n s  o f  c h a n n e l in g  su ch  a s m a l l  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
t o  th e  h ig h ly  s u b s id iz e d  i n d u s t r y  t o  i t s  w ork ing  f o r c e .  One 
governm ent em ployee, a p p a r e n t ly  o b l iv i o u s  t o  t h e  i ro n y  o f  h i s  
ra g e  o v e r  what he c o n s id e r e d  u n f a i r  t r e a tm e n t  by Schuck, 
announced: ’’You can have y o u r  goddamn n ig g e r s  and l i b e r a l s
. . . . ” I f  t h i s  view r e p r e s e n t s  a t y p i c a l  r e a c t i o n ,  t h e  Cesar 
Chavez o f  th e  cane c o u n try  H. L. M i t c h e l l  h a s  been  lo o k in g  f o r  
may t u r n  o u t  t o  b e ,  l i k e  some m i l i t a n t s  to d a y —more Red th a n  
b la c k .
In  many ways t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  has changed l i t t l e  
o v e r  th e  y e a r s .  Today th e  S o u th e rn  M utual Help A s s o c ia t io n  
employs non -u n ion  t a c t i c s  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  b e t t e r  t h e  l i v i n g  
and w orking  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p l a n t a t i o n  w o rk e rs .  The e f f o r t  i s
nn i d e a l i s t i c  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  g r e a t l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r  u n io n s .  The l a t e  Sau l A lin sk y  would n o t  
have b een  im p re ssed  w i th  th e  SMHA's b a r g a in in g  p o s i t i o n .  None­
t h e l e s s ,  t h e  e f f o r t  goes on to d a y ,  a s  u s u a l ,  w i th  b e n e f i t  o f  
c l e r g y — a t  l e a s t  some o f  th e  c l e r g y ,  who have a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  
one day sm ashing  th e  rem nan ts  o f  t h e  Cane C u r ta in  t h a t  i n  some 
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